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Part 1: The Number 1.99999 Repeating
Part 2: On the Concept of Byzantium with
Continual Reference to Alcibiades



The structure of this poem, metrically, is that instances
of repetition (alliteration or assonance) were placed in
[brackets]. These repetitions were measured in relation
to the total syllables. If there were 4 repetitions in a verse
that contained 10 syllables, then that relationship would
equal 0.40. The text was written and rewritten until the
ratio of repetitions to syllables for each section was equal
or greater than 0.667. The text, fully bracketed, was then
divided by the  Microsoft Excel formula

=TEXTSPLIT(A1,“[”,“ ”,TRUE,0,* ”).



Part 1: The Number 1.99999 Repeating

01— 614:793 .774
We

hadn’t

bleen

there

n ilnety

s]e cJonds,
ble clause

it

w]as

r ilght

as

wle

wlal kled
in

the

b] a] cklyard
of

the

h ilgh

s] cJhool
glraldu altio n]
plarty

th a]t

her

cJousin

a pplroached
u sj

and,

wi th]out
thle
s]lilghte s]t
hesit aJtio n],
a slked

my

glirl f]riend
r ilght

to



her

f] a] cle—D i]d
you

br i]ng

my

t]lu p]lper w]are
w] i]th
you?

It

tloo k]
plerha pls
longer

than

I

clare

to

clon fles]s
to

flully

r]e cJognize
wlhat
exacltl vyl
it

w]as

sh €]

w]as
rleflerJen cling.
Oh,

the

oxt ai]l,

I

rlef] 1] e] clted,
a

s] e] clond
or

slo

1] a]ter,

as

I

rle cJalled
there



b] eling

a

bleauti f]ul,
w]ood- clovered,
p] ie]cle

of

gla s]s

of

tu ppler w]are
s] iJtt ilng

ijn

ou r]

rle f]ri]lgerato r]
flor]

over]

a

wlee K],

i n]cub aJti n]g
a n]

oxt ai]l

dish

th a]t

h ald,

u n] flortunate 1] yl,
tlotlallly]

ex plired—it

was

SO

flar

gone

I

was

h e]si tlan]t
tlo

eve nj

o plen]

the

tlopl]

of

the

tlupple rlwa rle



clon tlaine r],
dles plite
the

fla c]t

the

tlopl]

of

the

clon tlainer
was

a

beaulti flul,
wood

f] i]n i]shed
pliece.
There

was

njo

d]Joubt

in

m] y]

m] i]nd
th]at

thlis

oxtail

was,

ajt

th a]t
ploint,

njot

just

clom pllelte 1] yl
el]x plired
but
e]ssential 1] y]
a

ty ple

of

m ea]t

sou p]y

a



ty ple

of

1 i] qluilfied
clor] p] sle,
wh i]ch

of

clou r] sle
di s]Jgu s]ted
m e]

slev e]rel yl.
Cll ea]lning

it

out

s]tr]u ck]

m e]

as

a

g rlote s] qlue
idea.

I

clan't

slay

for

clertain,

but

it' s]

more

1li kle Iy
th]an

not

th]at

I

th] rlew

it

ilnt]o

the

t] rlash— tJu ppler wl]are,
w]ood

t] o] pl,

and

o]x t]ail.



" Olh,

s] o]
sjorry,

I'll

dlef ilni]tely
b]rilng
it

black
s]oon!'
she

s]aid,
alnd

I

gl a]n cled
ajt

her

alnd

a tt] elmp] tled
tlo

d] e] c] i] phler
i f]

she

had

alny

i] dJea
the

tlu ppler w]are
alnd

the

ox t]ail
w]ere
bloth

1 o]ng

g olne,
th a]t
bloth

now

s] a]Jt

in

a

gar blage



heap],

a

plile

of

tr a]sh
s]lomewhere,
at

the

bJottom

of

a
plublli c]
dJum p],
slti] 1I]

f i] Ned

w i]th

d]e clayed,
gro tle s] qJue
ox t]ail,

alnd

th a]t

her

cJousin
would

ne vler

again

olwn

the

plri] vlil] elge
of

p] 1l]a cling
her

1]e f]t o] v]ers
in t]o

that

plie cle

of

tJu ppler w]are
w]ith

the

beauti flul



w]ood

clo v]er.
That

t]lu p]lper w]are
w]as

f] i]n i]shed.
Having
s]aid

that,

elveln

the

flin e] s]t
pl ie]cle

of

tJu pplerware—how
pl rlec iJous
i]s

it

r] ealll y]?
Clouldn’t
we

rleplla cle
it

flor

flive

do 1l]ars

or

1]e ss]?

My

thin kling
at

the

tlime

was

ye s],

th]at

thle

tJu ppler w]are
wlas

en tlirely
flun glible,

12



yet

as

s] ooln

as

we

slte ppled
floot

int o]

this

hligh

slch oo]l
glraduation
plarty

hler

clousin

in qJuired

a b]out

the

tlu ppler wlare—as
ilf

th i]s
tluppler wlare
plerha pls
blelonged

to

slome

slort

of

rare

s] ple clies
of

tlu ppler wlare,
plerha pls

a

s] p] e] cliels
of

t]u pplerware
on

the

verge

of

13



ex t] ilnct i]on,
plerha pls

this

wlas

slome

k]ind

olf

o]ne- o]f-a- k]ind

t]u pplerware

I

non ch] aJl a]ntly
t]o s]sed

in t]o

a

plile

of

tlra sh].
Slom]e
pleo p]le
h aJve
m] ajssive

a m] ou]nts
olf

re s] p] e]ct
for

tu ppler w]are,
blut

I've

n elver
bleen

o]ne

of

them,

It

al wlays

e lud]ed
mje

wlhy

a nl]yo nle
w]ould

1 n]vest

14



m]jore

than

olne

dJo Il]ar

i n] tlo

a

plie cle

of

t]lu ppler wlare,
pler slona IlJy.
Tlo

m] y]

m] ilnd,

if

a

pliece

of

tu pplerware,
no

m] a]tter
the

level

of

cr alfts m] alnshi p],
is

plri cled

ab o]ve

o]ne

dollar,

then

it' s]

an

over plri cled
plie cle

of

tu pplerware.
It' s]

ju s]t

not

an

1Jtem

15



I1've

pler s]onally
e v]er
v]iewed

ajs

aln

in v]e s]tment
of

alny

kind.

In

m] y]

m] ilnd,

p] llates

and

bowls

are

re l]ati v]elly
w]orth wlhile
in v]est m]jents,
wlhile

tu ppler w]are
is

e sslentia ]y
a

claplita 1]is]t
p] lloy

to

in cjrea s]e
the

plrofit

margin

on

pl 1] a] s]ti ]
b] algs—to
clon vl]in cle
pleo plle
they

shouldn’t
olnlly

i] n] v]es]t

16



i] n]

p] 1lates

and

b o]wls,

blut

al slo

i] nlve s]t
i] n]

the

highe s]t
qlua ity

pl 1] a] s]tic
b] algs

( tlu plperware),
th]at

in

th]eory
thley’ll

use

aJg ai]n

and

alg ai]n,

blut

i] n]

plra clti cle
they’ll

IJose

i] n] cle ss]ant 1] y]
and

clon sltant 1] y]
have

to

re p] 1]acle.

02— 696:817 .852
‘She’s

n elvelr

g e]tting

that

tlupp e]rware

b alck,



I

s]aid.

Y ou]

th r] ew]

it

in

the

t] r] a]sh?’
she

s]aid.

‘You

g alve

the

o k] ay]?

I

s] ai] d],

to

which

shle

sh]oo K]
hler

h] ea] d],

c] l]ear 1] yl
m]is] rlem] elmb
the

pl 1] eltho rla
of

t]imes

w] e]'ve
thrown

out

tlu ppler w]are
in

the

plas]t,

the

cloun t] l]es]s
t] iJmes
ITve

s] eeln

a

e]ring

18



pl ie]cle

of

w]ell- wlorn
tlu ppler w]are
tla kling

u p]

s] placle

ijn

our

rle f]rilge r]ator,
a slked

her

i f]

I

clould

th rlow

s]aid

tlu ppler w]are
out,

rle cleived

a pp]rjoval
to

th rlow

s]aid

tluppler wlare
oult,

and

th rJown

ou]t

s]aid

tlu ppler w]lare.
It’s

n olt

a

plr o] b]lem,

I

s]aid,

we

can

p] r] o] blab]ly
ju s]t



bluy

her

a

rlepl]la cle m]ent
or

s]o m]ething.
Sh e]

ag r] ee]ld
blut

s] ee]lmed

du b] iJou s],
and

I

flelt

the

s]ame,

I

flound

m]y slel f]

a g] rleeing
with

b] olth

m]y slel f]
and

mly

glirl f] rliend,
dle s] plite
the

fla c]t

we

had

dlia m]et] rlic]ally
o pplolsed
views

on

this

t]u pplerware.
My

glirl f] rlie nld
a nld

I

20



di s] a] g] r] eeld
on

our

a] blillit y]

to

re p] llacle

this

tu ppler w]are,
and

I

a] glreeld

w]ith

bloth

of

u sj.

I

slat

1 n]

a

IJawn

chair

a

sle clon]d

or

slo

1]ater,

drin kJing

a

g llass]

of

S]oju,

elxp] lliclit lly
a] tltem p] tling
tlo

aJvoid

a n]y]

u nlne clessla r] yl]
1 njte r] a] c] tiJon
ajt

thi s]

hligh



s]chool

g rladua tiJon
until

I1'd

im b] i]bed
at

Ilea s]t
h]alf

this

b]ottle

of

Sloju,
doubt i]ng

my

a] b] i] 1] ilty]
to

clome

off

a] pplro plriatel] y]
clordi al]

in

a

s]oci al]

sletting

slan s]

a

m] ilni] m] ulm
olf

half

olf

aj

b] olttle

olf

thi s]

Sloj ul

r] ulth 1less]lly
pler clol]ating
thr ou]gh

my

b] 1Jood s]tr]eam.
I

22



s]at

there,

clon tlem p] 1] a]ting
h i]gh

s] cJhool

glradu a]tions,
clon tlem p]lalting
my

own

h ilgh

s] cJhool

g] rladu a]tion,
r]e clallin g]
nothin g]

of

m y]

h ilgh

s] clhool

g] rladu altilon,
clJontem p]l aJti]ng
the

plerv a] s] iJve
ildi o] cly

of

or glanized

edu c] a]ti]on,
clJon slidering
how

more

or

1 e]ss

elver y]

u n] i] qJue
thin k]er—from
Slo clr a] tles

s] tloned

by

the

Althe nlians
to

Giorda n] o]

23



Blru n] o]

blurnt

a 1] iJve

b] y]

the

Clatho 1]i c]
chlur ch]
to

Nlietzs ch] e]
un r] eald
a nld

1 n]

a n]

1 n] s]ane
a s]yllum
as

he

r] oltted
aJway—y e]s,
elve ]yl
un i] qJue
thin kler]
over]

the

cJour sle
of

h]uman
hlis]to r] y]
was

either

inten slel] y]
o s]ltr]aclized
or

slimpl y]

a ss]a sslin a]ted
by

the

s]y s]temati c]
edu c] aJtors
of

hlis

24



or
hler

d aly.

In

short,

I

was

vo c] i] fler ou]sly
dr iJn k] ilng

th i] s]

gla ss]

of

Sloju

when

I]

thought

to

m y] slel f]—I]sn’t
iJt

po ss]i]ble

th]at

we

th]ink

of

thle

thleo 1] olgi] clal
ph]i] 1Jos] o] phlers
as

the

cJo n] s]ervatives,
as

the

ones

rle s]t rlained

by

thi s]

s]o- clalled
cJon] cleption

of

God,

yet

25



it’ s]

a cltually

the

clas]e

th]at

thle

thleo 1] olgi] c]al
ph]i] 1] olso ph]ers,
over

the

clour s]le

of

h]u m]an

hli s]tory,

are

the

m]o s]t

au d]acious,
the

blol d]est
phliloso ph]lers
we

h]ave

and

hlavle

e v]er

hlad?

How

e] 1]se

can

we

elxp llain
Bler klel]ey,

I

thought— ea]sil y]
the

m]ost

ra dJic]al

s k] e] plti] c]
the

m]jo d]ern

26



W e]st

h a]s

p] rlodu cled,
yet

al s]o

a

Clatholi c]

pl rlie s]t?
Dliony sliu s],
for

ex a]m p]le,
was

a]ctually
qJuite

v i]gor ou]s]
iln

h i]s

s] kleplti clis]m
of

our

albi]lilty]

to

k njow

a n] ylthing,
his

clir cJum 1]o c]utions
were

a] cltua 1y
qJuite

r aldi cjal.
Wihereas

our

typi clal

s]e c]ular

athei s]t

phli 1Jo s]o ph]er,
while
a]ssured

of

our

albil 1] ilty

27



to

k n] o]w
ther]le

a rle

n] o]

Gods,

is

rather
neutered

iln

h i]s

ph]i] 1o s]o ph]i] c]al
s] ple c]u l]ations
i] f]

the

f] a]ct

th a]t

God
d]oesn’t

ex i]st

i]s

le f]t

to

the

si d]e.

IIsn't

it

plo ss]i]ble
th]at

thle

s] o]- c]alled
theo 1] olgi] clal
phli] 1] o] s]o phlers
are

the

m o] st
aJudacious
a]Jmong

u]s?

The

o]nes

28



who

are

wlilling

tlo

tlakle

the

plro pler lly
rla d]i c]al

1] ea] pls

ne cless]a rly
w]hen

d] ea]lJing

w] i]th

meta ph]ylsi] cls,
I

thought

while

vo c] i] fler ou]s] 1] y]
dr i]n k] ilng
th iJs

bottle

of

Sloju,

un wlill]ing
to

s] plea k]

to

a]nyone

ajt

this

high

s] cJhool
gradu a]tijon
un t]il

I

had

th]orough lly
clon tlem p] 1] aJteld
the

tlrue

n ajture

29



of
thle
thleo 1] olgi] c]al

phli] 1] o]so phler.

03— 889:1181.753
How

e]lse

can

we

elxplain

Klie]r k] elgaard?
The

sle c]ul]ar

ph]i 1Jo s]o ph]ers
tal k]

our

ears

o] ff]

a nld

m]jore

o] f]ten

than

n] o]t

slay

nJothing

bley o]nd

what

th]eir

thle s]is

a d]visors

d]e m]and

tlo

ble

pl rlin tled,

I

thought,

vo c] ilfero u] s]ly
d r] ilnk ilng
th i] s]

bottle

30



of

Sloju,

while

thle

a plex

of

thle

thleo 1] olgi] c]al
ph]i] 1] o] s]o phler
tru lly

e n] a] c]ts]

the

njotion

of

phli 1Jo s]o phlizing
with

a

h a]lmmer?

Y elt,

in

ou r]

e] rla,

it

s] ee]lms

w e]

more

or

1]e ss]

di sjmi ss]

all

phli 1]o s]o phlers
wh 0]

ch oo]se

t o]

be 1] ieJve

in

God,

I

thought.

I]s
it

31



then

po sslible,

I]

thought,

dr ilnk ilng

m y]

Sloju,

vo c] ilfero ulsly,
that

ble clause

thle

thleo 1] olgi] clal
phli] 1] o] s]o phlers
have

bleen

e sslen tila I]ly]
sh]unned

from

the

m]o d]ern

a cladlem] y],
that

the

m]ere

mjen tijon

of

God

is

aln aJthe m]ja

to

the

m]o d]ern

alJc a] d]e mly,
that

ble clause

thle

th]eol o]gi] c]al
ph]iJl o]so phler
h]as

bleen

hlo1] i] s]ti] clal]ly

32



blanned
from

parta kling
in

the

m]jo d]ern
slo- clalled
a clad]emly,
our

m]jo d]ern
organized

e d]Jucators,
th]at

thley’ve
th]erefore
m]a n]aged

to

mlanjleu vler
out s] i]de

of

the

s]tilfling

bu rleauc rlac] y]
of

the

univ]er slit y]—alnd
a] cJtuall y]
engaged

with

o r] i]gi]nal
thought?
Should

we

clon s] i]der
that

po ss]i]ble?
Th]at

thley

e] clho

elar 1] y]
C]h r]istia n]

33



thleo IJogia n]s,
plerse cluted

by

plaga n]

R]Joma n]

autho rliti e]s,
who

c] rlea]teld

e llaborate

f] rlJamewor K] s]
that

flormed

the

SJui

gene rlis]

m]leta ph]ylsi] clal
flound a]ti o]n
of

early

Ch rlistian
thought,

a

S]ui

ge njeri s]
slynthe s]i s]

of

the

cla] n] o] nliclal
G o] s] plels
with

Nleo p] llat o]ni «c]
th] ou]ght,

th]at

ojur

m]jo d]ern

thleo IJogia n]s,
a]l m]ost
rlegardless

of

de nJoml]in]atio n],
p] r]o s]e cluted

34



bly

the

athei s]t

univer s]ity
blur]eau c] r]ats,

are
wlork ilng
w] iJth i]n

plerh a] p] s]

s] ilmi] IJar 1ly
r] aldi clal
flralme w]or K] s]?
A] flter

all,

sle cJul]ar

a] clademi c]
phli 1]o s]o phlers
are

1Joath

to

s]p e] clul]ate
on

m u]ch

olf

a]nything

in

ou r]

e] rla.

In

their

pl llacle

we

have

theoret i] c]al
phlylsi] c] i] s]ts
who

em p] lJoy

clom p] l]ex
m]athe mlati c]s
to

plrove

35



the

sJus]ce pltib i] 1] ilty
of

clom p] l]ex
m]athe m]atics
to

al m]ost

an y]

ty ple

of

s]o ph]i]str yl.
F] rlan Kk]ly],
I' vle

n e] vler

rles pl e] clted
m]athe m]lati ci]ans,
I

shlould

ad m]it

that

m] ulch

u] p] f] rjont.

I

sluplp o]se,

in

my

olwn

w] aly,

I've

al w] alys
viewed

m]athe m]ati ci]ans
as

e s]sen tila lly
ch]ar l]atans.

I

view

the

art

of

m]athe m]ati c]s

36



as

njot

only

d]e c]a d]ent,

but

I

al s]o

view

the

clon clept

of

nJumber

as

a n]

e ssle n]tia 1]y
m]leta ph]ylsi] clal
d]o m]ain.

The

m]athe mjat i]ci]an’s
flor m]ulas

ajre

aJlways

de r] iJvat i]ve
of

the

nu mje rli clal
axio ml]s

of

m]leta phlysi c]s—it's
always

sltrjuclk

me

as

e nltirely
plossli blle
that

njum blers

are

an

ilm pJossli blility.
Th]at

37



thle

ilntro dJuc]ti o]n
olf

the

d]ecimal
ploint,

of

the

frac]ti o]n,

e sslentia 1]ly
s] aln k]
mjathe m] aJti c]s
right

ijn

ilts

plla cle,

in

m y]

e yles

at

Ilea s]t.

of

clourse,

I'm

at

bJlottom

a

dlislci plle
of
Plal]amas,
for

cler]tai n],
I

was

inadlve rlte nltlly
bla p]tized
as

a

dlis]lci plle
of

Plal]a m]as,

38



of

clour s]e,
I

flun d]a m]entally
d]i s]agree
w 1i]th

th i] s]
m]o d]ern
i dlea

th a]t

we

c] aln
clJom plreh e]nd
e]verything
in

a

plure lly
inte 1lJe cJtual
flashion,
th]is

n] oltion
th]at
thlere’s,
ijn

pra clt i]ce,
n] o]

1] i] m] it
to

the

hu m]Jan
ijnte 1]le c]t.
I

f ilnd
that

i]dea

to

be

o]ne

olf

the

mo s]t

39



a] b] slo1Jute 1]y
a] b] s]urd.
Sure,

of

clour s]e,

we

clan

r eald],

slay,

Plarme n] i] d]es
and,

while

i]t’s

iJm plre ss]ive,
it’s

a]lso

entirel y]

a]b s]urd,

and

I

pler slon]all]y]
enjoy

ilt

i] mm] e]nse 1] y],
b]lut

on

those

m] e]rits.

II’'m

not

sure

ITd

bla s]e

my

s]cilent i]fi]c
thought

on

it.

I'm

at

Ilea s]t

40



1]e ss]

than

cJertain

it’d

ble clome

the

clorner s]tone
of

my

s] e] clul]ar
inte 11]e] c]tual
plur s]uits.
Plarmen ild e]s
is

one

of

the

pler] flec]t
wo r] k]s

of

ab slur]di] s]t
f] i] clti]on
wr iJtt e]n
ijn

any

lang uJage—and
if

w e]

ilnd ee]ld

ma d]e

it

a

clor nler s]tone
of

our

s] e] clul]ar

i njte 1l]e] c]tual
pur s]uits,

then

at

1] ea]st

41



w el d]

n] ee] d]

to

rle clogn i]ze
our

ab slur d] i]st
or ilgilns,

as

Dlio nly s]ius
r] i]Jghtfull y]
d]oes.

Y e]t

we've

e]m pJloyed
Plar m]jen] i]ld e]s
for

clentur ie]s

as

a

funda m]e n]tal
co mm]e nltar y]
on

a ll]elgeldl] yl
ra tiJo nlallis]t
njo tiJons.

A 1] e]geldly
ra tiJo n]Jal]ist
njo tiJons—i]s
th i]s

not

w]hat

wle

find

our s]elves
s]teeped

in,

mo rje

o r]

le s]s

nlight

and

42



dJay?

When

I

c]Jo mm]ent

on

m]leta ph]ylsi] cls
I

d]o

slo

in

a

clons ciJously
ab sjurd

fla shlion,

be clause

I

re clognize

the

1] i] m] i]ts

of

IJanguage,

the

1] i] m] its

of

IJanguage

th a]t

ajt

b]lottom

are

in c] aJpa b]le
of

cJom]muni c] aJting
m]eta phlysi c]s
i n]

li n]ear
a]nd/or

r a] tilJo njal
f] a] shlio n]s.
It

slee m]s

s]o m]ewhat



obvilou s]
th]at

th]ere's

a

ne flar] iJou s]
Ilite rJallism
at

pl aly

here,

I

th iln k]

i]t’s

s] a] fle

to

s] ay]

that.

Ever

slin cle
grade

s] cJhool

I

was

plos ilti]ve
that

I

s]tood

in

the

pl rlesen cle
of

a

nefa rlio u] s]
1] iJtera 1] i]sm.
Even

as

a

young

b]oy,

ilnst ilncJtilve 1] yl,
I

k nlew

44



njum blers
were,

in

all

11i k]e 1lihood,

im plos]si] b] i] 1] i]tie]s,
and

th a]t

my

slysltem aJti c]
edu cJation

was

high 1] y]
sJus]ce p] tlib e
to,

i f]

njot

e n] tlire 1] y]
clom p] 1]i clit
i n],

a

n]e f]a r]ious
Ilite rJallism.
The

e]du c] a] tiJon
of

my

youth

dlid]n’t

elxa cltly

e]n cJourage

aud a] ci]ous
thought.

04— 805:1077 .747
I n]

a nly

clas]e,

we

clan’t

cJom pJose

45



m]etaph ylsi] c]s
i n]

a

rational

slen sle,

clan

w] e]?

I]sn’t

it

al wlays

in

a

bet w] e]en-the-lines
slen sle

that

wle

cJom pJose
m]eta ph]ylsi] cls,
iln

w] i]ln k]s

and

nods

that

we

write

m]leta ph]ylsilcs,
be clause

we

clan’t

w rlite

m]eta phlysi c]s
ijn

a

1 i]near

a]nd/or

r] a] tiJo n]al
f] a] shlio n]?
We

t] alke

flar

tJoo

46



much

at

f] a]ce

value.

Our

1] iJte rJal] i]sm
ils

ilntentio n]all] y]
or

un i]ntentio nlall]y]
nle flarjiou s].
Ble clause

the

reallit y]

is

nlear 1] y]
nJothing

clan

ble

t a] klen

at

f a] cle

va lJue.

Dlo

you

r ea]l]ly

blel] ielve

the

gr ealtest
minds

of

An 1] i] qluilty
ilntlen d]ed
tlo

ble

t] a] klen

at

f ajce

value?

The

B] ylz a]ntines



rlead

P]l aJto

the

s] a]me

w] ay]

wle

r] eald

Do s]toyev sk y],
w]hereas
w] e]

r elad

Pl a]to

the

s] aJme

w] ay]

the

B ylzalnt i]nes
r eald

the

Go s] plels.
Plerha p]s
bloth

are

a blsu rld.
Now,

su rle,

I'm

with ou] t]
a

d] oulb t],
from

a

cJertain
vantage
ploint

at

lea s]t,

a

dlislci plle
of

Plalama s],

48



I

won't

a t]te]lm p]t
to

d elny]
that,

but

we

clan’t

tlakle

eve rlything
PJal]lamas
plut

to

plap] y] rlus]
at

fa cle

va lJue
either.
Although
Plala ml]as]
under s]tood
the

short c]o m]ings
of

Anti] qluilty]
better

than

e]ven

the

m]o s]t
plrogre sslive
m]odern

s] c]holar,
rd

ble

the

la s]t

one

to

s] ay]

49



I

t a] kle
every thling
thle

s] ailnt
wrote

at

f] a] cle

va l]ue,

be clause
I'm

flar

f] rlom

a

Ilite rlallis]t.
The

m o]de r]n
s] clho]la r],
in s] o] flar
as

hle

k]eeps

hlis

flaith

1 n]

ratio nJal]ism,
will

m o] s]t

1li kle 1]y
nleve r]
clome

tlo

tle rlms
with

the

n] ajtu rje
of

An t] i] qluilty]—is
that

fair

to



s aly?

H e]ll

r eald
Parmen i]d e]s
and

ta kle

eve r]ything
Ilite rlall]yl,
a n]d

1 n]

ta klin g]
eve r]ythin g]
Ilite rlall]y]
he'11]

ilnev i]Jtab 1] y]
ta kle
everything
ildiJot 1i] clallly].
Ilsn’t

it

the

c] a] sle
th]at

thle
th]eologians
are

the

gr ealte s]t
s] kleplti cls
am o]ng

uls?

We

view

f] ai]th

as

ploison

as

we

rlet ailn
flanatical
levels



of

f] ai]th

in

ou r]

slen slorly
o r]jga n]s.
We

ple r]use

a

v]ar]iety

of

em plir]ic]al
s]tudies
that
v]iv]is]e c]t
the

glrote s] qlue
fi c]tions

of

ou r]

slen slorly
o r] glans—did
you

k njow

it’ s]

njow

slpe c]ul]ated
human

b] elings
didn’t

s ee]

the

clo1]or

b] 1Jue

until

the

1]atter

B] C]
clenturie s]
at

ear l]Jie s]t?

52



Alll

a] rJound

u s]

ou r]

slen slorly
o rlgans
e]xcrete
e]viden cle
of

their

u]tter
ulnrlelliab i] 1] i]ty,
yet

we

view

f] ai]th

as

idiocy

while

rlet ai]n] ilng
th i]s
flan]at 1i]cal]l
njotio n]
that

ou r]

slen slorly
o rljga n]s
can

and

should

and

m u] s]t
be

tr u] sJted— wlhi]ch
i]s

wilhy

wle're

njot

qJuite

rladi c]al

e njough.

53



The

m]o d]ern
alge

rlet ailns
rla d]i c]al
f] ai]th
iln

i]ts

slen s]ory
o rjgans
in

a

mjor]e
flan a]ti clal]
f] a]shion
tha n]

a nly

hi sJto r] i] clal
rlel i]giJon
k n]own
to

man.
N]othing
clan

ble

t a] klen
ajt

f] a]ce

v a]lue,
th a]t
m]uch

we

should

ag r] ee]
on,

wh i]ch
b] r] ilngs
m] e]

to

this,

a



t rjue

flly

1 n]

the

oint m]enl]t,
slo

to

s]p ea]k—how
i]s

it

you

ajrrive

at

a]

po s]tulation
of

a n]

e ssle n] cle
you

ca nn]jot

k n]ow?

Th i]s

i]s

the

question,

i]s

it

njot?

How

d]oes

the

m]athe m]a t]i ci]an
reach

the

po s]tula tiJon
num b]lers
are

a] cJtual
alnd

dlis] t]lin c]t?
Hlow

55



is

it

plo slsi] b]le,
g ilven
h]Juman

ca plab] il ilties,
to

d] i] s]tilnguish
the

njum bler
two

from]

the

nju m]ber
one

ploint

njine

rle pleati n]g
(1.9999999...)
1 n]

pl rlacti cle?
How

i]s

it

plo ss] i]ble
to

d i] s] t] ilnguish
tJwo

from

one

ploint

nine

re pJeating?
How

does

m]ath e] m]lati c]s
a t]telmpt
tlo

1] aly

any

c] 1] ai]lm



to

ph ylsi] clal

s] p] a] cle— tlo
aJttem p]t

to

c] 1]aim

the

albi 1Jit y]

to

1] ea]ve

thle

thleor e]ti clal—when
i]t's

iJm pJo s]s i]ble
for

u s]

to

d i] s]ti]nguish
the

nJumber

two

from]

the

nJumber

one

ploint

njine

rle pleati nlg
(1.93999999999999999999999...),
in

plracti c]e?

It

sleems

im ploss]i blle
flor

u sj

to

k nJow

th]at

thle

njum bler

57



tlwo

i]s

ijn

flact

the

njum bler
tlwo,

and

njot

the
nJumber
olne
ploint
njine

re pleating
(1.9999999999999999...),
and

i f]

wle're

u nlabl]le
to

k n]ow
the

njum bler
tlwo

i]s

iln

flact

the

njum bler
tlwo

then

how
cJould

it

ble
ploss]li blle
to

a sslert
th a]t

m] aJthe m] aJti c]s

S8



h a]s

any

va lJue

out s]ide
of

thle

plure 1y
th]eoreti c]al?
Bly

in s]tinct
plerha pls
we

feel

as

th]ough
thle

njum bler
tlwo

is

the

njJum bler
tlwo,

and

the

njum bler
o]ne

is

the

njum bler
o]ne,

yes,

the

m] aJthe m] a]ti
aJxioms
m]ay

fleel

clorre clt—y e]t
the

f] a] c]t

re mjains
that

clal

59



we

1 a] ck]

the

pler cle p]tual
fla cJulties

to

d i] s] t] ilnguish
tlwo

a pplles

fr olm

o]ne

ploint

nine

re pleating
(1.99999999999...)
a pplles.
Wlhen

wle

s] pleak

of

the

E] sslen cle

of

all

things

we

dJon’t

s] pleak

an y]

dlifferent 1] y]—with
the

e]x cle p]tion
that

our

phli 1Jo s]o phly
of

a n]

u nlkn]Jowa blle
E sslen cle
slee Kk]s

to

60



plut

a
sltr 1] c]t
1 ilmi]t

on

k n]owledge
bla s]ed

on

ijn sJtin cJti]ve
a ss]lum plti]Jons,
whereas

the

phlilo s]o phly

of

m]athe m]atic s]
a t]te]lm p]ts]
tlo

ind e]f i]n iJtely
e]x pland

our

k n]owledge

ba s]ed

on

n]othing

more

tha n]

a n]

1 n] s]tilnct i]ve
a slsum plti]on,
the

in s]ti] n] c]ti]ve
a ssJumptijon
that

we

clan

s]uccle ss]fully
di s]ti n]gu i]sh
two

a pplles

fr o]m

o]ne

61



ploint

nine

re pleating
(1.999999999999...)
a pplles.

05— 363:468 .776
There’s

no

doubt

that

we'’re

iln

the

m] i]d s]t

of

s]omething

e sslent iJal]ly
m] y] s]teriou s],
that

wlhen

wle

di s] cluss]
the

e sslen cle
of

1ife

wle

thin k]

wle

clan

mjakje

slen sle

olf

it

a]ll,

that

we’re

on

the

plre cliplicle

62



of

m]a k]ing

slen sle

of

oJur s]elves
and

olur

s]u r]roundings,
yet

there’s

s]ti]ll

1] i]ttle

doubt

w e]

rle m]ain

iln

the

m] i]dst

of

s]omething

e sslent iJal]ly
m] y] slte rliou s]
w]hen

wle

beg iln

to

th ilnk]

c] llear lly.
Th iln k] ilng
ils

plerha pls

the

m]jo s]t

m]y s]te rlious
a cjt

olf

a]ll.

Th ilnk ilng,
wlhi]ch

w] e]

gene rlal 1] y]

63



be 1] ie]ve
trans l]ates
m]ate rJial
and

1 mm]ate rlial
exp e] rlien cle
1 njto
IJanguage—i n]to
m]odes

that

are

cJomm]uni clable.
Th]iln k] i]ng,
wh i]ch

a ttlem plts
tlo

tlakle

sJome th]ing
s]uch

as

cJon s] ulming
a

j ui]cly

plear,

an

ex plerien cle
that

ulti] m] altely
i]s

clon flined

to

pler s]onal
elx plerlien cle,
and

elxt rlapJolate
it

ijn

a

clom]mun 1i] c] a]ble
flormat

to



the

gene rlal
ploplula cle.
Slans

thin klin g],
clon] s] ulmin g]
a

J ui]cly
plear

would

be

sJomething
clon] flined
to

the

plrivate

s] phlere—w i]th
th iln k] i]ng
ijt' s]

then

plresuma b] 1]y
a IlJowed

to

enter

the

plub] 1]ic]
d]o m]ain.
Thlere

ils,

iln

fa clt,

no

re m] ai] n]ing
plublli c]
dJom] ai] n]
sans

th]in kJ]ing—and
th]ere's

1 n]

e ssle n] cle
n o]

65



thin kling

slans

a

plubJli c]
d] o]main.

A ss]u] m]ing
wle

clon s] u] mje
a

j uilcly
plear,

thin kling
Wlow,
this

plear

is

j ui]cly,
b]ut

rlef u]se
t o]

w rlite

it

down,

to

ver b]ally
ex p] rles]s
it

to

our

plee rls,
thlen

thle
th]ought
Wow,

th iJs

plea r]
i]s

juicly

r]e m]ains
in

the



plurely

1 mm]aterial
rleal m],

ijt’ s]

ex i] s]ten cle
plure lJy

s] ple clul]ative,
both

thle

th]ought

and

the

physi clal

elx plerlien cle
rle m]ain

e] sslentia 1]ly]
plure 1] y]

s] ple clul]ative.
It’ s]

on 1] y]

wlhen

thle

th]ought
Wlow,

th i]s

plear

ils

juic] y]

enters

the

plublli c]

do m]ain

that

it

ble clomes,
plerha pls

not

real,

b]lut

ajt

lea s]t

67



a] pplare n]t
i n]

a

m]ore

m]ate rlial
m]anner—it’ s]
v]e r]i flied

as

a

r]eal

ex plerien cle
and

slub s] elqu elntly
v]e r]i flied

as

a

r]eal

thought.

I

t o0]

clon s] ulmed
a

plear,

and

w]low

it

wlas

al s] o]
qJuite

jui cly!
There’s

n o]

doubt

we'’re

ijn

the

m] i]d s]t

of

s]ometh ilng
e sslent i]ally
m] y] s]teriou s]

68



here.

06— 546:775 .705
It

was

just

a]

flew

m]onths

a] gl o],

I

dreamt

a n]
oJlder

fle m] alle
e n] g] alged
mje

1 n]

a

1]i alison,
plerha pls
a

s]exual

1]i alison—at
fir s]t

she

wlas

an

o]l d]er
bJla ck]
w]o m]an,
blut

then

she

ble clame
an

o]l d]er
white
w]o m]an,
alnd,

ajs

69



she
w]as
w]hite,
als

wle

s ajt

1 n]

a n]
auto m]jo blile,
I

en tlered

a

ho tlel
room
tlo

pay

n] ilne tly
tlwo
dollars
flor

our
rjoom
flor

the

n] i]ght,
then

I

rle tjurned
tlo

the
clar.

I

wlas
w]earing

a
blus iJne] s]s
S]uit

and

she

w]ore

blus 1ilne] s]s

70



clasu a]l
a] tltire,
there

were

tlwo

s]mall

dlar K],
in d]e cli phlera b]le
florms

s] iJtt ilng
ijn

the

bla ck] s]eat,
and

shle

t o]ld

me

shle

had

to

g o]
s]outh

of

the
M]issou rli
now,

and

I]

rle p]liled
You

m]ean
s]outh

of

the

Mlissli ssli ppli,
rlight?—yet,
even
sletting

a slide
our

geo glraphi c]al

71



clon cler]ns,
he r]

s] t]atement
s] tlru cJk
me

as
s]omething
I

already

k nlew,
th]at

I

k nlew
sh €]

was

1] ealving
for

glood,

and

th]at

her

1] ealving
would
mjar] k]
a

njew

slta rlt
for

m] e],

slo

to

s] pl ea]k].
Wlhen

I

w] o] kle
u p]

I

flelt

as

th ou]gh,
1 n]

72



a n]
i n]te n]sely
odd
and

ilm pJal plable

way,
my

e|nt i]re
1 i] fle
had
flollowed
the

plath

of

Ea s]tern
Orthodoxy—in
a

plro flound
manner

I

flelt

this,

I

w]as
wlid]e

a w] a] k]e
in

be d],

g alzing

at

a

w]all

thin kling
m y]
entijre

1 1] fle

has
s]lomehow
tlra ckjed
the

t]enets

73



of

the

E]a s]tern
Ortho d]ox,
th]at

th]is

d]r ea]lm
was

e] qluall y]
clor plor]eal
to

any

wa kJing
ex plerlien cle
I've

h a]ld,
alnd

now,
m]onths
later,

I]

rlem] ailn
clurliou s]
with

rlegar d]
to

the

i] dlentity
of

this
m]ulti- r] aJcial
fligure

f] rlom
m]y

d] r] ea]m,
who

it

s] ee] m]s
eng a]ged
m] e]

in

74



a
s]exual

li aJison?

De s]pite

affir mling

the

m] y] s]teriou s]
nature

of

w]hat

wle're

ijn

the

m] i]d s]t

of,

I've

never

bleen

a
blel ie]ver
in

a n]jgels

a nld

d e]mons,

slo

to

s]p ea]k—yet
this

fligure

flrom

m]y

dr ea]m],

it

s ee]m]s

to

m] e],

shared

m]any

clhara cJte r] i]st
w 1i]th

h 1i]stor i] c]al

i] cls

75



rlepo rlts]
of

slo- cJalled
angels

and

de m]ons.
of

cour] s]e,
a ss]u] mling
it’ s]

o]ne

olf

the

tlwo,
w]hich
o]ne

of

the

tlwo

i]s

iJt?

A n]

a n]gel

or

a

d]emon?
Who

were

the

dlar K],
near lJy
florm lles s]
fligures

in

the

bla ck] s]eat
of

the

clar?

A

per s]o n]

76



e n]galges
me

in

a

s]exual

1]i alison,
b]lut

at

flir s]t

is

b] 1]a ck],
blut

then

ble clomes
white,

then

tells

mje

she

now

has

to

g o]

qJu o]te-un qJu o]te
south

of

the
Mlissou rli,
I

clorrle c]t
her,

and

then

I

wlak]e

up

w]ith

a nj

i n] tlen] sle
flee lling
my

77



1li fle’s
s]Jomehow
flo llJowed
the

tle n]ets

of

Ea s]tern
Or th]odoxy— th]en,
th]i s]

dr ea]m's
in tlen slit y]
s] tli ckling
w]ith

m e

for

w] ee] k]s
and

elve n]
m]onths
on

e njd,

I

qJuestio n]
i f]

the

fligure

f] rlom
mly

d r] e]lam
was

plerha pls
a

b elin]g
of

s]lome
m]eta ph]y]si]cal
slort,
plerha pls
a n]

a n]gel

or

78



plerha pls
a

de m]on.

I

qlu e] s]tion
wh e]ther
plerha pls
a n]

a n]gel

or

plerha pls
a

d] eJmon
en tlered
my

d]r ea]lm

to,

in

a

qJuite

sler plen t] ilne
way,

ploint

m]je

1 n]

the
dlirectio n]
of

s]o m]e th]ing— plerha pls
Ea s]tern
Or th]o dJoxy.
And

I

qJuestion

i] f]

th i]s

i]s

ijn

fla c]t

plo s]silble.
Alt

79



almo s]t

alny

other

t] ilme

in

m y]

1 ilfe

I

would

have

clon s] i] d]ered
it

an

iJm pJo ss]i] b] illilty],
sJomething

t]otall y]

Iu dJic] r]ous,

Ir'd

have

clon slid]ered

it

aln

elmblar]ra ssling
a b] slur dJit y]
to

e]ven

s]uggest

it.

Wihereas

pl r] elvilou s]ly
I

w]ould

have

slat

and

s]aid

I

con s]i d]ered

it

to

ble

80



an
e m] blar]ra ssling
a b] slur d] ilty]
and

utter

i m] ploss i] b] illi]tyl,
njow,

for

olne

rleason

or

a njother,

I

a] cltua 1]l1y]

clon slid]er

it

aln

em bJarra ss]ing

a] b] slur dlit y]
to

find

iJt

utter 1] y]

ilmpossi b]le.

07— 237:327 .725
Y elt

1 e]t

mje

ex p] I]ain
m]y
thoughts
on

th i]s
i]ssue

just

a
1] i]ttl e]
flurther,
i f]

I

81



m]ay?

Be clause

my

th ou]ghts
oln

the

t o] plic]

ex planded

s] ilgn i] fliclant 1] y]
ju st

re clent 1] yl],
als

a

m ajtter

of

f] a] c]t.

It

was

ju st

1 a] s]t

S] a]turday,
ajt

a
b] a] cklyard
cloo kJout
where

I

s] a]Jt

ajt

a

njicle

e njou gh]
gl a] ss]

ta blle

njext

to

a

b]ottle

of

plotato

vod k]a

82



im pJorted
flrom
Plo1]and,
I

was

drin kJing
the
plotato
vod k]a
flrom

Plo 1]and
in

a

s]mall

pl 1] a] slti ]
g 1] a] ss]
w]ith
w]ater
and

i cle,
and

the
plotato
vod k]a
was

s] m]Jooth,
qJuite

s] m]ooth
a cltually,
when

the

pler s]on
s]itting

a] cJro ss]
from

m]je
m]ade

a]
rlem]ar k]—h]e
s]aid

that



hle

j ul slt
b]ought
h]alf

a]
dJozen
pl rle- rjolled
b] 1unts
f rlom
a

s]tate- s]anctioned
d]is] plen slarly,
that

h €]
was

p] lJanning
to

slte p]
on

the
slidewalk
and
1]ight

u p]
one

of

th e]se

b 1]unts,
have

a

plu ff]

or

tlw o]

t] o]

re l]ax,
t] o]
w]hich

h €]

o fflered
m e]

a

84



plu ff]

t] ool,
if]

I

w]anted
olne.
Wlell,

ajs

it

SO

h a] pplened,
ajt

the

time,

d]e s] plite
my
general
aJmbivalence
to

m a]rijuana,
I

con s] i] d]ered
it

a

d]e c]ent

i] d]ea.

I]

fligured
I7d

have

o]ne

plu ff]

or

tlwo,

tlo pls,
that
m]aybe

it

w]ould
relax

m]je.
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I

fligured,

at

the

tlime,

that

a

plu ff]

or

tlwo,
tlopls,
would
have

a

m]ini m]al
to

m]odera tle
e fflect—yet
wlhe n]

I

wle n]t

out

to

the

slide wlalk
w]ith

thi s]

pler s]on
tlo

tlakle

a

plu flf

or

tlwo

flrom

his

s] t] aJte- s]lan
blunt

I'd

di s] clover
th]at

cJtioned

86



thli s]
weed

re t] ai]ned
a

plotlen cly
th ajt

plerh a] pls
I'd

n elver

e]n cJountered
before.

08— 396:505 .784
The

b] 1unts

were

exqu ilsiJte Iy
rolle d]

and

ta s]ted

dlel] iJeilou s],
the

flir s]t

hit

went

d]Jown

fline—yet

as

the

b]lunt

pa s]sed

flor

a

f] i]nal

t i]jme,

again s]t

my

bletter

jud glment,
d]eep

dJown

87



a ck] n]Jowled gling
th]at

thle

one

hlit

was

the

clorre cjt
amount

of

hlits,

that

a nly

sJub sleqlue n]t
hlit

would

b] el

a

w hlo1]ly]
s]uper f] 1Juous
hlit,

I]

dlec] i] dled
tlo

tlakle

a

s]e clond

hlit,

where

imme dJiate 1] y]
flo 1]lowing

my

ex hlale

I

clou ghled

vo cliflerou s]lyl.
I

cJou ghled

vo cliflerou s]ly
then

ju s]t
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m]o m]ents

later

time

began,

m]uch

to

m] y]

slur p] r] ilse,
p] rlocleed i]ng
iln

a
highly

ab njJor ml]al
m]a nn]er.

I

flound

mysel f]

at

a

flamily

cloo k]out,
and

t]ime

was

p rlocleedi nlg
in

a

m]a n]ner
that

s] t] rluck]
m] e]

as

en tlire 1] y]
ab nJor m]al.
I

was

1] ou]nging

in

a

nlon dJes]eri plt
1] aw]n

89



chair,

ex cle plt
njow

I

flound

my slel f]
unable

to

ex plerlien cle
the

pl rlo clession
of

t]lime

in

our
rlud]im]en tlarly,
tle m] pler]ate
m]anner.

I

jlum pled
ble tlw ee]n
di s] jlointed
s]c e]nes.
Pleo plle
blegan

s p] ea]king
and

it

was

almo s]t

as

though

a

pler s]on

h it

flast
florward

on

their

s] pl ee]ch.
Thlen

920



thle

s] pl eelch
would

s] 1] olw
ju slt

m] o] mlen tlari 1] yl.

AddiltiJonal 1] yl,
I

s] eelmed

en tlire 1] y]
rles]tr] ilet e]d
from

pler c] eilving
how

p] eo] plle

were

pler c] ei]ving
m e],

I

flelt

1] ilke

I]

was

elxtr elme 1] y]
h i]gh,

in
flaclt

I]

knew

I]

was

elxtr elme 1] y]

h i]gh,

and

it

wasn’t

elxa] c]tl] y]

the

m o]st

a pplr] o] p] rliate
ven ule

91



to

be

th a]t

h ilgh— alt
a

flami 1] y]

cJoo KkJout— ylet
I

was

rles]tr] ilct e]d
from

per c] eilving
h]ow

h] ilgh

I]

s] ee]lmed

to

the

out s] i]de
world.

At

t ilmes

it

felt

1 1] kle

ITd

gained

a ccle] ss]
to

a

c] ue]

that

slugg e] slted
e]lve rlyone
kn ew]

I]

was

elxt r] elmel y]
h i]gh,

yet

thi s]

92



n]otion,
that
e]very o]ne
k nlew

I]

w]as

elxt r] elmel y]
h i]gh,
rlemained
un p] rjoven,
iJm pJo ss] i]ble
to

p] rlove,
it
sleemed.
Blecause
pl eo] plle
would

at

t]imes

s] ee]lm
to

b] el

t]r ealting
m e]

as

if

I]

was
h]ardl y]
h] ilgh

at

all,

de s] plite
the

f] a] c]t
that

I

cJould

no
IJonger

93



e]x plerien c]e
time

1 n]

a

plure 1y
I]inear

f] a]shion.

E] slsen ti]all y]
m]y

own

a c] tijons
ble cl]ame
e]ntirel y]
foreig n]

to

m] e]— m]ore
than

ju s]t

b] eling

elxtr e]mel y]
high,

I

ble clame

di s] clon clerted
at

thle

th]ought

of

what

a cltions

I

cJould
ploss]i b] 1] y]
b] e]

ta kling

that

claused

the

p] eo] plle
around

m e

94



to

c] ea] sle

to

view

m] e]

as

extr e] mlel] y]
high.

09— 404:534 .757
The

o]nly

a c]tions
of

my

olwn

I

was

s]till

a] wlare
of

w]lere

a cjtions
that

s] ee]lmed
tlo

m e]

tlo

b e]

of

a]

per sjon

c] 1] ea]r 1] y]
extr] elme 1] y]
hligh,

slo

h]ow
cJould

th e]se

a] c] tiJons

b] el

95



s eeln

bly

r] a] tiJonal
a] cJtors

to

ble
cJoming
from

a

pler s]on
who

was

s]till

ex plerien cling
tlime
I]inear 1]y?
Thi s]

was,

ajt

the

t]lime,

a

que s]tion
s] a]ns

an

a]n s]wer.
In

sh]lort,

it

wasn’t

slim plly
that

I

clea sled
to

ex plerien cle
time

in

a]

norm ajtijve
f] a] sh]iJon—it

96



was

the

f] a] clt

my

exte rlior

s]u rr]Joundings
s]eemed

tlo

clon tlinue
tlo

re clog n] iJze
I]

pa ss]led
through

t] ilme

in

at

lea s]t

s]o m]ewhat
of

a]

njormat i]ve
f] alsh 1i]on.
Thi s]

was

di s] clon] clerting,
be clause
o]ne

w]ould

a ss]ume,
if

you

le f]t

the

clon] f] i]nes
of
njormative

t i]jme,
th]at

thle

pleo plle

97



iln

your

v i] c] i] n] ilty
would

re clog nlize
thi s]

fla c]Jt—that
you

ex ijteld
njormat i]ve
time.

But

iln

th i] s]
clas]e

iJt

was

almo s]t

as

ilf,

ye s]—I

was

no

longer

p] rlesent,

I

was

e]x plerlien cJing
t] ilme

1 n]

a nj

e] n] t] ilrely
a slynch r]onou s]
flashion,

yet

m]y

s]u r]roundings
s]till

flound

m] e]

to

98



b] e]
th]ere,

flor

thle

m]o s]t
plart.

I

was,

to

the

b] e] s]t
of

my

pler c] e] pltual
fla clulti e]s,
exis]ti nlg
1 n]

at

1] ea] s]t
two

pl 1lacles
at

on cle.

At

the
flam]illy
cloo Kk]out,
where

m]o s]t

p] eo] plle
were
ei]ther

s] 1] ilght 1]y
h ilgh

or

not

h ilgh

at

a]ll,

and

then

929



all s]o

in

a

s]e plar]ate
ite r]ation
of

time,
w]here

I

w]las

J u]m pling
f r] olm
ple rliod

to

ple rliod,
ilnd] i]ser ilmi] n] a]te
There's
1]ittle

d] o]ubt

n] olw
that

time,

as

we'’re

exp o]sed
to

it,

is

o]nly

one

of

s e]veral
iJte r] altions,
yet

how

many

iJte r] aJtions
are

there?

It

sleems

1ly.

100



ilmpo ss]i]ble
for

u s]

to

s]ay— plerha pls

iJte rlat 1iJons
ils

the

w rjong
mode

tlo

di s]cu s]s
t] yl ples

of

t] i]me.

IIt’s

e n] t] iJrely
plo ss]i]ble,
iln

fact,

that

t] ilme

pler cleives
u] s]

inasm u]ch
as

w e]

pler c] ei]ve
it.

Yet

o]nce

wle

a ck]lnowledge
th]is

f] a] clt,

th] aJt

ti mje

has

m]any

iJte r]ations
of

101



pl rlodu cling
iJtslel f],
that

ti m]e
m]ay

in

flact

pler cleive
u sj
r]ather
than

u sj

pler cleive
ilt,

then

we

can

no

IJonger

b 1Jind Iy
s]tate

that

our

d] r] ealms
are

ju slt

d] rleams—be clause
it

would

s ee]m

to

m] e]

that

iJ f]

time,

iln

fla clt,

ta kles
m]any,

i f]

njot

102



ilnflin] i] tle,
i] t]e r]ations,
then

our

d] r] ea]lms
cJould

in

fla c]t

b e]

en tlirel y]

r] ea]l,

th]at

thley

m aly

ju slt

ex i] s]t

ijn

dli ffle rlent
iJte r] aJtions
of

t]ime.

Our

d r] ea]ms
could

b €]

en tlirel y]

r] ea]l

e]x plerlien cJes,
ju s]t

elx plerlien cled
in

sle plar]ate
ite r]ations

of

t]ime.
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of

clour s]e,
rlatiJonall y]

s] p] ea] kling,

103



not

that

w e]

sh]ould

s] p] ea]k]
rlatiJonal 1] y],
but
rlatiJonall] y]
s] pl] ea] kling
we

cJould

qluelst ilon
the

m e] r] i]ts
of

adh e]ring

to

Ea] s]tern
Orthodox y]
gene rlalllyl].
of

clour sle

we

clould
rleflerlen cle
the

clas]e

of

Clhry s] o] s]to]m o] s]

K] a] 1] a] f] aJti s],
the

M]let r]opo llitan
of

S] m]yrna,

who

un clere m]oniou s]ly
h]ad

hlis

bleard

rli ppled

o ff]

104



bly
hland,
hlis

eyes

g ou]ged
oult,

his

nose

and

ears

cJut

o ff]
and

was
sJub] sle qJuently
m]as] qJue r]aded
a rjound
the

ve rly
clity
where
he

a cJted
as

a

M]et r]o p]olitan
until

he

d]ied
from

h i]s
ilnju rlies,
from
h]aving
hlis
elyes,
nose,
and

ears
rlemoved,
all

105



of

this
during
the

h] ei]lght
of

the

G rle cJo-Tur kJish
war—as

it

sleems

s] a] fle
to

s] ay]
that

Ea s]tern
Ortho d]o xly,
to

s]ome

e Xx]tent,
dlidin't
flare

Chry s] o] s]to]lm o] s]
well

in

the

e]nd,

at

1] ea] s]t
fro m]

a

mjat e]ria 1]is]t
ploint

of

view.

It’s

a

s] m]all
slam plle
slize

yet

106



it’ s]

clom p] e]lling
to

a n]

elxte nlt,
and

of

clourse

the

slam p] lle
is

sJub s]tantia Il]y
I]arger
w]hen

wle

clon slid]er
the

pllight

of

the

Ortho d] olx
p] o] plulation
of

Alnat o]lia
als

a

wh o]le.

Thle

tru th]

is

the

Or th]lo dJox
haven’t

fared

i n] clre dlibly
wlell

1 n]

the

N ealr

Ea] s]t

olJver

107



the

pa slt,

give

or

t a] kle,
olne
thousand

y ea]rs

or

s] o],

we

could

e]ven

s] aly

that
flollowing

the

p] aJth

of

Ea] s]tern
Ortho dJox vyl
has

plerh a] pls
been

extr] e]mel y]
f] rlaught
with

ple rlil

in

clertain

r] e]gions

of

the

Ea] s]tern

Me dJite r]ran ea]n.
W e]
sh]ouldn't

s]p ea] k]
r]atiJona 1]ly]
or

lJogi clallly],

108



yet

if

wle

w]ere

tlo

t] a] kle
the

c] a] sle
of,

s] ayl,

for

exam plle,
the

clon cleplt
of

The

One,

the

b] eling
that

cJon cle pltuall y]
plre] c] eldes
b] eling,
that

ex 1] s]ts
ijn

al] 1]

a s]pect s]
of

tlime,

but

a] 1] s]o
fun d]Jam]en tlally
m]u s]t

exi s]t

out slid]e
of

t]lime,

tlo

a

clertai n]

109



ex tlen]t
wle

w]ould

al m]os]t

n eeld

to

en tlirel y]
rleclon] s]tru c]t
our

clon] cleption
of

tlime

to

e]ven
rlemotel y]
b] e]

a] blle

to

clon] c] eilve
of

a

B] eling

of

that

n] ajture.
Nlot

to

s] ay]

that

we

cJould

ever

clon c] ei]ve
a

B eling

of

that

n] a]ture
iln

iJt s]

e sslen cle,

110



yet

to

e]ven

a ppJroach

a

cJon cle pJtion—if
IJogi c]

1] ealds

us

to

a

Fir s]t

Plrin clip]le
that

ex i] slts

w iJth i]n
and

out s] ilde

of

t ilme,

then

our

clon clep] tiJon
of

t ijme

is

e sslen ti]ally
ab sjurdi s]t.
Wle

w]ould

n eeld

to

r e] clon] sltru c]t
thi s]

clon] clep tiJon
of

time

as

sJomething
wle

elxi s]t
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elx c]lu slively

w]ithin,
that

cJo nJtains
u s]

1 n]

a

li n]ear

f a] shlio n],
th a]t

plerh a] pls
pler cleives
u s]

1 n]

a

slo- clalled
li n]ear
flashio n],
ble c]ause

i f]

we

are

1 n]

flaclt

exte n]sions
of

thi s]

Olne

who

m u] s]t
bly

ne cle sslity
exi s]t
bloth

w iJth i]n
and

out s] i]de
of

t i]me,
thlen
th]ere
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mu st

e] x]Jis]t

a

plor tiJon

of

u sj,

as

e] x]ten sijons
of

the

One,

that

e] x] pleriences
time

ijn

th i]s

fa shlion,

wh i]ch

ils

of

clour sle

a nj

e ssle n]tially
ab slurdi s]t
manner

of

clon cleiving
of

time.

il— 335:493 .679
clan’t

th]iln k]

of

a

th] ilng

more

ab s]urd

th]an

cJon cleiving

113



time

i n]

a

slole 1]y
1]i n]ear
fashio n].
It

sleems

ju sJt—I
dJon’t

kn o]Jw— t] olta] llly
ri dlicu 1lJou s]
to

a] ss]ume
tlime
plro cleeds
1 n]

a

plure 1y
1]i n]ear
flashio n],
that

time
w]ouldn’t
plroc eeld
in
wlhatever
flashion
it
chooses,
that
tlime,

e tlernal
as

it

ils,

would

n eeld

u s]

to

pler c] eilve
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it,

as

o pplosed
to

v]icle

vler s]a,
or

e] v]en

t] o]

a ss]ujme
that

tlime

plro c] eelds
at

all,

that,

ilf

it

ch o]se

to

plro cleed,
that

it

wouldn’t
plro cleed
1 n]

the

fashio n]
of,

slay,
al]dding
pler clen tlagles
als

o pp]olsed
to

i n] tle glers.
I

eng a]ged

in

a

s]exual
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1]i alison
with

an

older
flemale,
who

at

flir s]t
wlas

b] 1]a ck],
the n]

ble cl]ame
white,
the n]

i n] flormed
m]je

th a]t
she

h ald
to

g0

south

of

the
Mlissou rli,
a fJter
rd

paid
ninety
tJwo
dollars

flor

a
ho tlel
rjoom
flor
the
tJwo
of

u sj,
ajs
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we

s] a]t

in

the

m]e dJium- slized
sle d]an,
with

two

s] m]all
and
formle s]s
dlar K]
bleings
slitti n]g
1 n]

the

bla ck].

I

plartoo k]
in

the

slmo Kkling
of

a

sliza b]le
b]lunt
that

a

f] rliend
of

mine
plurchased
f] rlom

a

lo c]al

di s] plen slarly,
alnd

a] f]ter
tla kling

a

m]ere
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tlwo

h i]ts
from
th i] s]
b] 1unt
I

flound

m] y] slel f]
inadv iJsa b] 1] y]
h ilgh

at

a

flami 1] y]
flunc tilo n],
ex plerien cling
t i]me

in

a

s] pJuriou s]
flashlio n],

in

a
fla sh]ion

wlhere

I

w]as,

on

the

one

hand,

a ppla rlent 1] y]
pl rlesent

at

the

plart yl,

yet

s]imult aJneou s] 1] y]
eng alging

plasslive 1] y]

in

a
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florm
of

t]ime
that
wasn’t
plresent
at

the

plarty— s]o
I

s]u pplose
it

to

ble
ploss]li blle
th a]t

ajt

the

tlime

I

exis] tled
at

tlwo

pl 1lacles
at

on cle.
Yet

as

fool] i]sh
as

th i]s
may
s]ound,
we
should

n olte
that
e]ven
Dion vy] s] iJus]
s]aid,

and
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I

qu olte,

‘it

may

ble

s]aid

to

ble
praising
God

flor

his
floolishne ss],
wh i]ch
ijn

iJts]el f]
sleems

a b] slurd
and
s]trange,
b]ut

thi s]

floo 1lishne ss]
ulp 1]i flts
u] s]

to

the

ine flfa b]le
truth

wh i]ch
ils

there

ble flore
all
r]easoning.’
Ble clause
it

would
st]and

to

r] ea]son
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that

i f]

r] ealso n]
iJts]el f]

i]s

iJn c]a p]a b]le
of

a s]certaining
these

s] o]- c]alled
d]ivine

n o]tions,
then

plerha pls
ilt’s

onl y]

i] dlio c] y]
that

remains
claplab]le
of

clom p] rlehlen dling
these

hlis]to rliclally
dliv i]ne
notions,

olf

t i]jme,

olf

bleing,

olf

plla cJ]ement,
olf

Fir s]t
Clauses.

12— 418:523 .799
Plerha p]s
w]hat

w] e]

n eeld
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is

a

r] iJgo rlou] s]
i]ld ilo cly.
It s]
entire 1]y
po slsi] blle,
as

I'm

njow
thinking

a bJout

it,

that

with

r]e glard

to

th e]se
njotions

w e]
should

e]m pJloy
nJothing
elx cle plt
a

r] i] glorjou] s]
ildiloc] yl,
that

r] ea]son
and

s]ound
IJogi cl]
h]ave

ab slol]ute lly
no

p llacle
hlere,

in

the

rlealm

of
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m]etaph y]si] c]s.
That

in

or dler

to

w rlap]

our

m] i]nds

a rjound
these

i]deas,

1] ilke

bleing

in

two

pl 1lacles

at

on cle,

of

bleing

bloth

w iJth i]n
and

out s] ilde

of

t] ilme,

of

t] i]me

bleing

e s]sentia 11]y]
njon- l1]i nJear
ajs

much

ajs

it’ s]

e s]sentia 11]y]
1]i n]ear,

of

time

pler c] ei]ving

u] s]
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as

m] u]ch

as

w e]

plerc eilve
it,

that

we

m] u] s]t
ble clo m]e
m]ore
ildiJoti c]
than

we’ v]e

e vler
bleen,

that

i] f]

we

con t]inue
tlo

a tt] e]Jm plt
tlo

pla ss]

our s]elves
o ff]

as

in tlelllig elnt— wlell,
wle’ll

clon tlinue
to

f] IJou n]der
in

the

slto chla s]ti c]
b r] eelzes
that

rli pplle

a rjound
th e]se
cJon] cle plts.
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Slans

ild iJo cly,
these

clon] clepts
will

clJo n]tinue
to

ex i] s]t

in

a

shroud

of

m y] s]tery,
not

th]at

thley

clan

ever

ble

known

fu 11]y],
that's

un lliklel] yl,
i’ s]

mo rje

o r]

1]e ss]

ilm pJoss]i b]le,
blut

if

we

em p] l]oy
the

plro pler
amount

of

i1 d] ilo cly,
of

r] iJgo rjou] s]
il dl iloc] yl,
it’ s]
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plo ss] i]ble
th]at
thle

m y] slte r]yl]

these

clon cle plts
are

sh rlou d]ed]
in

cJould

b e]

am e] 1Jio rlated

to

a
dleg r] eel.
We

clon] cle pltua llize

a

Flir s]t
Clause,

a]

One,

a]

clon] cleplt
that

may,

in

fla clt,
be

ne cle ssjary
flor]

ou r]

s] ple clies
to

exi s]t,

at

1] ea] s]t
sloclia 1]yl,
it

very

well
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cJould
be
thle
clas]e
th]at
we
clan
only
exi s]t

IJogi clall]y]

w 1i]th

th i] s]

i dlea

of

Flir s]t
Clause

or

One

pre cle dling
u sj.
Otherwise,
s]ans

Flir s]t
Clause,

s] alns

a

Be glinning,
we
h]ardly
h]ave

an

ar glument
flor
linear
time,

and

i f]

we’re
deprived
of

a
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IJogi cJal
argu mjent
flor

I]inear
time,

then

how

clan

we

m]jak]e
slen] sle
of

a nlything?
It s]

i] m]po sslible

to

mjakje
slen] sle
of

a nlything,
1 n]

the

tJrad i]tiJonal

slen] sle,
slan]s
linear
t]lime.

I f]

t]ime

flails

to

proc] eeld
I]inear 1] yl,
at

1] ea] s]t
flor

u sj,

i f]

we’re

ho pplin g]
and
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s] Klipplin g]
w i] 1ly]

n i] Ily]

in

the

f] aJbri c]

of

time,

1 n]

plure 1y
njon 1]in]ear
m] a] nnle rjs,
then

nJothing

clan

m]jak]e

slen sle

flor

u sJ.

We're

Iitera 1]y
slen s]el]ess].
Slan s]

a

Flir s]t
Cause,

we're

I]itera Il]y
slen slel]ess].
Tliml]e

mlea n]js
n]othing.
Tlime,

it

s] ee] m]s

to

m] e],

is

s]Jome th]ing
th]at

one
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can

on 1] y]
ilnve s]tigate

ildiloti clal 1] yl.

13— 538:727 .740

Or

am

I

just

b eling

s] iJl1] y]?
Am

I

s] ilmp 1] y]
s]u ccJumbing
to

a

s] plecliflic]
tly ple
of
slilllilne ss],
ajs

I'm

a] plt

to

do

flrom
t]ime

tlo
t]ime?
M] o]st,
it

should

b e]

n] o]ted,
who

k n] olw
m] e]

k n] o]w
m] e]
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to

b e]

pr olne

to

s]u cJcumbing
to

s]il]line ss]
from

tlime

tlo

t]ime?

Am

I

bleing

m] e] 1Jod r] a] m]ati c]
bly

elxt r] a] plollat ilng
m]y

i]ntense

iJm p] r]essio n]
flollowing

mly

waking

ulp

flr olm

m]y

d] r]eam,

am

I

m] e] 1Jod] r] a] m]atical]ly
elxt r] a] plol]ating
th a]t

i]Jm p] r]ession
just

a

1]ittle

too

flar

b y]

iJm p] 1] yling
this
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fle m]ale,
who

e nlgalged
me

1 n]

a

sexual

1]i alison,
m]ight
have

bee n]

a nj
a]ngel

or

a

de m]on]?
Yet

on

thle

o thler
hand

I

should
note
th]is,

it

was

a cltually
qluilte
s]ome

t i]me
alg o],

s] o]
long

aJg o]

in
f] a] c]t
th a]t

I

was

plra] c]ti clal]ly,
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now
th]at

I

thlin k]

of

it,

mjorle

o r]

1] e] ss]

a n]

a dlol] e] slce nlt,
d]e s] plite

being

a
flul]ly

grown

m]an.

At

the

t i] m]le

I]

was

looking

flor]

a plart m]ents
with

m]y

flathe r]—the
flir] s]t

a plart m]jent
rd

lea s]e

on

m]y

own,

and

wle

w]ere

dJo w]n t]Jo win,
the

tJwo
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of

us,

IJoo kling
ajt

ajn

aJpartme n]t
I

dlid]n't

rlea 1] i]ze
at

the

t ijme

was

rlent- clont rjolled,
mea njing

ar blit rlarly
clapls

were

pll alced

on

the

in cJome

of

the

t]le n]ants

in

order

to

re t] ailn

e 1] ilgi b] i] 1] ilty,
wlhi ch]

of

clou r]se
w]as

the

rleason

wlhy

the

alpa r]tments
w]ere

s u] ch]
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a]

g rleat
deal.

L]ucki 1] y]
enou gh]
flor

m] e]

m]y
slallar] y]
ajt

th a]t

time

was

i]n s]u ff] i]Jcient
and

plaltr yl,
slo

I

s]till
m]anaged
to

qlua 1Jifly
flor

the

a plart m]en]t
de s] plite
the

rle n]t

cJont rjol
r]e qJuire m]ents,
had

I

waited

the

time

ne cle ss]ary
for

o]ne

to

ble c] olme
availa blle,
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b]ut,

wh i]le

I]

dJid

add

my

n] alme

to

the
wailtli s]t,
I

dlidin't
wait

the

time

n]e c]e sslary,
blecause

I

sligned

a

1] ea] s]e
on

an

apart mjent
thr ee]
m]iles
njorth

of

d]Jo wlnto w]n
Ile s]s

than

a

w eelk
1]ater.

I

was

s]tand ilng
ijn

a
qJuarter-em p]ty
plar Kkling

136



ot

i n]

a n]

area

of

d]Jowinto win
where

n o]

]ess

than

half

a

d]ozen
plrilvate 1]y
o]wned

plar Kkling
1]ots

s]at

s] i]de

b] yI

s] ilde

b] y]

s] ilde,

all

with

rleasona b]le
short- t]erm
r]ates.

This

plar tlic]Jular
a rlea]

of

do wlnto wl]n,
ajt

th a]t

ploint

in

t]lime,

was

a
flruit fJul

137



ajre a]

socia 1l]Jy—there
were

a

p] 1lletho rla
of

vi b] r]ant
blars

and

rle sltau r]ants,
al s]o

s] ilde

b] y]

s] i]de

b] y]

s] i]de,

that

m y] slel f]
a nld

others

e nJjoyed

f] r]e qJuenting,
that

were

rlout i]nel y]
pl a] ckled

f] rlom

a] fltern oJon
t o]

elvenin g].
Now,

bly

cJom plarl]is]on,
i f]

you

wal k]
th]rough
th]at

s]ame

a rlea

of
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dJo winto win,
bly

m]y

c] oulnt,
m]ore

th a]n

h a]lf]

of

those
blars

and
r]estau r]ants
are

shut

dJo wln
flor

good.
Whereas

I

u]sed

t o]
flrequent
that

plart

of

dJo winto win,
ho ppling
be t]w ee]n
tlwo

o r]

thr ee]

o r]

flou r]
v]enues,
ha v]ing

a
flruit f]ul

ex plerience

s] o]cially—now
i]t's

allm o] s]t
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als

ilf

th a]t

a rlea
of

do winto wi]n
has

aged
rlight
al]long
with

me.

As

my

s] o]cial
alet ilvilty
has
waned,
ajt

least
with
rega rld
to
hopping
from
blar]

to

blar],
the

a cltilvilty
of

th i] s]
s]e c]tion
of

do winto wiln
has
w]aned
as

w]ell.

As

I've
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be clome
I]ess

1li kle 1]y

to

plop]

out

on

a

Wednes d]ay
a fltern ooln
t] o]

t] wo]

o r]

three

o r]

flou r]
plla] cles,
this

area

of

d]Jo wlnto w]n
has

bleen

una b]le

to

s]u s]t ailn
b]lusine ssle s]
th]at

u sled

to

th]rive

on

pleo plle
plo ppling
out

on

Wednesd aly
a flternoons,
ho ppling
flrom

two

141



o r]
three
o r]
flou r]

pllaces.

14— 535:727 .735
There

a rle,

in

fa clt,

ha r]dly
any
blar]s

or

rle sJtau rlants
that

are

s]till
open

on

the

bllo cKk].
There’s
bleen

a

glar glantuan
Flor

L] ea] s]e
slign

on

the
I]arge s]t
ven ule
flor

y] ea]rs
now,

and

the

plla cles
that
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should

ble

0 plen

for

blusi n]es]s
on

a

1] a]te

wleekd aly

a flter n]oon
are

n] o]

IJonger

o] plen

for

blusi nles]s
on

1] alte

wleekd aly

a flter njoons,
whereas

in

p r] elvi]ous
y ea]rs

ever] y]

blar

and

rlesJtau r] a]nt
oln

the

b] 1o ck]
would

have

bleen

blu s]t1]ing
with

blusi n]e s]smen,
e cclentri c]s,
alnd

aJl cloho llicls,
njow
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th e]se

s a]me
v]enues

d] oln’t
e] vl]en]
olpe n]
their
d]oors
until

1 a]ter

at

night,

if

at

all.

I've

wlal kjed
th]rough
th]at

bllo cKk]
mul t]i p]le
tlimes

ho pling
tlo

plo p]

in t]o

ju s]t
o]ne

oJld

blar

or

o]ne

o]ld

rle s]Jtau r]ant
for

ju s]t
o]ne

d] rlin K],
and

I've

dJis] clo v]ered
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e vlery
s]ingle

blar

that’s
s]tayed

in

b]lusiness

on

that

b] 1o ck]

c] 1osed

to

c]Ju s]tomers
ajt

th a]t

time.

A

blar

iln

a

b]usin €] s]s
d] i] s]tr] i] c]t
r] ea]ll y]
has

njo

ex cluse
flor

njot

bleing

o plen

bly

flour

p]m

on

a

w ee] k] d]ay.
It’ s]

a b] slur d]
for

a
blar
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iln

a

blusin e] ss]
d] i] sltr 1] c]t
to

ble

cJlosed

for

blusine ss]
ajt

th a]t

time,

yet

th a]t's

ex a] cltl]ly
what's

h a]ppened
to

this

b] 1o ck],
it's

now

a
d]ead

b] 1]o c]k,
it's

a

b] 1o clk
that's

more

or

I]ess

officia 1l] y]
d]e c] ea] s]ed
s]ocia 11] y].
I n]

a n] y]
clas]e,
years

ago,

w]hen
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I

w]as

IJoo kling
flor

my

flir s]t
apart m]ent
with

m]y

d ald,

st a]nding
in

a
qJuarter-em p]ty
plar kling
1] o]t

on

this

very

b 1] o] ckl,
I

s] elnt

a

t elxt

m e] sslage
to

a

younger

g i] r]l

I

u sled

to

fl i] rlt
with—although
we

n elver
elng alged
in

a

s] e]xual

li alison,
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but

there

was
plerJha p]s
a

shlared

inte rles]t
fo r]

a

sh]ort

ple rliod,
plerha pls
we

both

c] a]me

to

the

clon c] lJusio n]
e nlgalgi nlg
1 n]

a

sexual

11i alison,
although
tlem p] tling,
was
ill-advised,
that

for

on cle

in

the

clour sle
of

h]Juman
hlis]to rly
pleo plle
should

rlef] r] ailn
f] rlom

eng alging
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in

any

slort

of

ill-ad v]ised
1]i ai]son,
slo

we

de v]el]o pled
a

f] rliendshi p]
of

s]orts.

It

was

a

shla l]ow
f] rliend sh]ip,
as

mo s]t
f]riend shlips
that

rle s]ult

f] rjom

s] t] a]ved
o ff]
s]exual

li ai] sJons
tlend

to

b e],

th e]se

are

of

cour Ssje
the

m]o s]t
sh]allow
and

in s] i] plid
friend sh]i] pls
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i m]agi nlab] 1]e,

they’re

inter m]inlab] l]e

alnd

a] slinline,
but

th i]s

part i]cular
f rliendsh
w]las

rle wlarding
ijn

i]ts

own

w]ay.

Slo

sure,

a rjound
thli s]
tlime,

in

thli s]
plarking
1]ot,

I

s] elnt

her

a

t] e]xt

m e] sslage
tlo

no

re p] lly,
and

I

k nlew
then,
s]lomehow
or

a n]other,

in s]ti n]ctua 1]ly
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I

s]u pplose
I]

k nlew
that

I]
wouldn’t
get

a

rle pllyl,
th]at

thle
friend sh]i] p]
had

rjun

]t s]

cour Sle,
that

it’ s]
plure lJy
shla 1Jow
and

ilns] i] p] ild
nature
was
albuln dlant 1]y
evi d]ent
t] o]

the

tlw o]

of

us,

alnd

th] a]t
thle

o thler
plarty,
th]is
younger
girl,

had
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taken

it

u plon

her s] e]l f]

to

s] e]ver

the

flri e]ndshi p]
on cle

and

flor

all.

I've

clea sled

to
clJomm]uni c] a]te
with

her

slin cJe,

yet

de s] plite
the

ulti m]ate lly
sha llJow

and

ilns] il p] ild
n] alture

of

th i]s
friendsh i] p],
d]e s] plite
the

fla c]t

we

never

cJro ssled
the

1 i]ne,

slo

to

s] plea KkI,
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flor

slome

r ealson

I]

flelt

a

s]ort

of

njon slen sliclal
d] ee] p]
hurt,

a

plain f]ul
IJonging

of

s]orts,
rooted

1 n]

e sslentia 1]ly
nJothing,
s]tand ilng
iln

that

plar kling
1]ot,

k n] o]wing
I'd

njlever

hear

flrom

thi s]

pler s]on
again,

who

I

had

n] o]

phlys i] clal
rela tiJon sh]i] p]
w 1i]th

and
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who

I

had

a nj

e] nltire 1]y
sh]la 1Jow

a nld

i n]si plid
e]lmo ti]Jonal

re lJatilon sh]i] p]

w i]th.

15— 337:449 .751
It

wasn't

th]at

lon g]

a glo

th]at

I]

was

rlem] iln d]ed
of

thi s]

t elxt

m] e] s]sage
rlan dJom 1] y],
rd

n ealr 1] y]
entire 1] y]
r]le m]oved

thi s]

pler slon

f rlom

m]y

m]e Il'l]O I'] Y],
ju st

as

y ealrs

p] rlior

she’d
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slimlillar 1] y]

rle m]oved
m] e]

from

her

m]e m]or] y],
alnd

I

felt

aln

odd

pang

in

m]y

slto m]ac]h
as

I

re clalled
thi s]

t] e]xt

m] e] ss]age.
Was n]'t

the

e n] tlire
ploint

of

tJurning
aJw ay]
from

e] njg alging
i n]

these
s]exual

Ii aliso n]s
to

a]void

s]uch
plangs?
Don't

we

a]ll
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ju s]t
inveteratel y]
a] s]sulme
that

plangs

in

our

s]Jto m]aclhs
aJl mJo s]t

ex c] 1] u] slive 1] y]
res u]lt

fr olm
s]exual
1]iaisons?
And

don’t

we

a]ll

then

a]void
s]exual
I]iaisons
plure 1] y]
in

a] ttlem plts
tlo

a]void
plangs

in

our

s]Jto m]achs?
Yet

iln

th i] s]

ca sle,

a

pler] slon

I

mlatu rlel] y]
avoi dJed
engag ilng
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w iJth
slexual 1] y],

and

v]icle

vl]er s]a,

of

cour Sje,
who

I

in s]teald
dev e] 1]o pled
a

clom p] 1] elte 1] y]
sh]la 1]ow
and

ilns 1i] p] ild
frie n]dshli p]
with,

e njded

u p]
clausing

m]je

a

p]ang

in

m]y

slto m]jac]h,
all

be clause

I

s] elnt

her

a

t] e]xt

m] e] s]sage
tlo

n] o]

re plly,

k n] o]wing
the

an k]le
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d ee] p]
f rliendship
w e]d
hlarbored
h]ad
rjun

its
clourse
and
cJome

to

a

clon c]lusion.

My
ploint

iln

all

th]i] s]
ils

th]at

thle

flir s]t

o b] jlection
the
averlagle
pler s]on
would
r]aise

to

i] dlenti f] yling

the

b] eling
in

my

d]r ea]lm
als

aln

an glel
would
ble

the
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flact

the

two

of

u s]

e njga] gled
1 n]

a

s]exual

li alison—yet
what

ITve

ju st

dle slcr] ilbed
sJuglge slts
that

plerha pls
there's

no

dlifferen cje
in

our

rlela tiJon shli pls
with

pleo plle,
that

w e]

clan't

dis ¢]rimin a]te
bletw ee]n
rlel a] tiJon shlips
b] alsed

o n]
whether

or

not

a

s]exual

li aliso n]

o cclurred.
Th a]t
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plerh a] pls
d i] s]tilngu i] sh]ilng
rel a] tiJon sh]ilps
b] a] sled
on

whether

or

not

they

feature

a

sle x]Jual

e] x]Jch a]nge
has

bleen

a

g rlos]s

e] r]ror

on

our

plart.

Th a]t

plerh a] pls
we

shoul d]n't
a]

pl rlio rli
a] sslert
that

a]ngels
dJon't

e]lng alge
in

s]exual

1]i alisons
with

u sj.
Blecause

it’s

elntire 1]y
plossi blle
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they

do,

and

th]at
thlere’s
really
nothing
wrong
with

a n]

an glel

e nlga] gling
u s]

ijn

th i] s]

ty ple

of

1]i alison,
slexua 1l]y.

16— 374:474 .789
Slo

we

can’t

rule

out

entire 1]y

the

ploss]i] b] i] 1] iJty]
th]at

th]i] s]

b] eling—de s] plite
e njgalging

m e]

1 n]

a

s]exual

1]i alison,

in

a

s]mall
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pl lletho r]a
of

r] a]cial
florms—was
still,

1 n]

fla clt,

a n]

angel
plointing
me

toward

the

fla c]t

my

1i fle,

in

I]arge

plart,

flo lJowed

the

p] a] th]

of

Ea]stern

Or th]odox y].

The

m] a] thle m] a] tlici]an,
a] ttle m] p] tling
tlo

ilnf i]ni]tely
extr] a] plolate
the

m] a] sslive

a ss]lum p] tiJons
that

are

r] ea]l

world

i]ntegers,

i]s,

ijn
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e ss]elncle,
a

com p] 1] e]te
chlar I]atan.
For

elons

w e]'ve

a ss]umed
slexual

rlel] a] tiJons
t ailnt

rlel] a] tiJon shlips,
that

on cle

a

s]exual

1]ine

is

c] r]o ss]ed,
thlen

thle
rlel]atilon shlip
will

b] e]

i rrlevo clab] 1] y]
t]ainted,

yet

w e]'ve
never

clon s]idered
that

t]ainting
clan]

a nld

will

o cclur
e]ven

slan]s

slex.

Yet

plerha pls
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we’re

m]a k]ing
tJloo

m]uch

of

the

all e]lged
d]is]tin cJtio n]
be t]w ee]n
angels

and

d] e] m]ons
as

w e]ll.

Th a]t

just

ajs

plerh a] pls
we've

m] alde

too

m]uch

of

the

d]is] tlinctio n]
be tlween
s]e x]ual
and

njon- sje xJual
rel aJtio n]s,
we're

njow

m]a k]ing
t]oo

m]uch

of

the

dlis] tlin c]tio n]
be tlw eeln
angels

and
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d] e] m]ons.
It

should

be

n] ojte d]
that

e] v]en

Dlio n] y] sliu s]

n] olte d]
that

pure

e] vlil,

ilf

it

wlere

to

elxi slt,
w]ould

imm e] d] ilatel y]

c] ea] sle

to

elxi s]t,
because

e]lve r]ythling
th]at

elxi s]ts

is

dler]iv]ati v]e
of

the

One,

wh i]ch

ils

ilnca pJable
of

pl rlo d]u cling
plure

e] vlil,

and

that

e] v]en
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re l]ati vl]e
e] v] i]l

i]s

s] ilm p] 1ly
a

flun cJtion
of

plur s]uing
aims

ina pp] rlo p] r] ilate
to

a

b eling's

p] rlopler
flun c]tion,
that

elve n]

d] e] m]on]s
are

only]
dlem]Jon i]c
iln

their
dlis]tan cle
fr o]m

the

Olne,

not

in

a

s] e] n]se

of

re pJres e] n]ting
plure

elvil,

b] e]cause
were

they

to

b] el

plure
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e]vil

they

would

c] ea] sle

to

elxi s]t.

E] s]sentially,
this

view

plur plorts
th]at

thlere’s

no

flun dlJam]en t]al
d]i s] t]inction
betw eeln

a n]

angel

a nld

a

d] e] m]on,
ju st

a
d] i] ffler elncle

in

the

a pp]lrlop] rlialten e] ss]
of

their

aijms.

Whereas

an

a]ngel

plursues

the

aijms

a pplr] o] p] rlia tle

to

it,

in

the
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p] rjopler

pl r] o] plortion
to

its

being,

a

de m]on

plur s]ues

the

aijms

mlor]e

o r]

le s]s

ina pp] r] o] p] rlia
to

it

s]tr] ayling
from

its

p] rlopler

pl r] o] plortions.

17— 449:620 .724
Now

as

it

r]egards
mly

d r] ea]m,
a

b eling
t]Jook

m] u]l tliple
r] a]cial

flo rlms

yet

rlet] ailned
the

s] a]me

e sslen cle,
m] u]ch

tle
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like

our

d]ual

yet

m]joni s]t
florlmu 1] a]tion,
and

thlen

thlere

were

two

dlar K]
and

florm 1]e ss]
blei nlgs

1 n]

the

bla ck] sleat— pJlerha pls
sligni flying
thle

evil

th]at’s

im ploss]i blle
to

exi s]t,

that

ils

s]tr i] ppled
of

b] eling

as

s]oon

as

it

ble c]Jomes

s] o]- clalled
plure

e]vil.

S] o]

plerha pls
these
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two

dar k]
flormle ss]
b] elings
were

the

non-exi slte n]t

iter a]tions
of

m] y] slel f]
and

m] y]

clom planion,

plos]si blly]
an

a]ngel.
Now

thi s]

b] eling,
plerha pls
an

alnge 1],
or

plerha pls
a

d e] m]jon,
who

tJook

m]lul tlip]le
r ajcial
flo rJms,

eventuall y]
i]n flo rlmed
m] e],

ijn

this

clar

with

the

two

s]mall
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shla plel]e ss]
forms

s] iJtt ilng
iln

the

ba ck] s]eat,
that

shle

had

to

go

s]outh

of

the

Mlissou rli,
to

which

I

clor]re c]ted
her:

Don't

you

m]ean
s]outh

of

the

M] i] ss]i] ss]i] ppli?
Yet

we

should

now

clon]si dler
that

plerha pls
my

clor]re c]tion
was,

1 n]

the

c]o n]text

of
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the

d] rleam,

e] nltire 1]y

1 n] clor]re c]t.
By

e]m p] l]oying
the

ph rlase
South

of

the

Missou r] i]
this

b eling

was

plerha pls
dlirlec]tl] yl
im p] 1lying
th]at

th]ere

are

njo

n] ealt

dJi s]tin cJtions—that
dlua ity

is

an

i IJusion,
th]at

thli s]

i dlea

that

a

s]tate

can

b] e]

n ealt 1] y]
dliv i] d]ed
b] y]

a

M] i] ss]i] ss]i] pplil
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ils

a

m] i] s]gui dled
a ppJroach,
th]at

th]is

b] elin]g,
whether

an

angel

or

d] e] mJon],
in

f a] c]t
wouldn’t

e mjerge
on

s]ome
other

s] i]de

plre c] i] slelly
be clause
there

is

n o]

a] cJtual

o thler
slide,
there’s
olnlly

a

s] e] plar]ate
r] e] 1]ative
p] llacle.
And

wlhen

I

w] oJke
up,

I

flelt
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as

th oulgh

m y]

1] 1] fle
had

always

flo lJowed
thle

path

of

Ea s]tern
Or th]lo d]oxy,
but

ijn

th i] s]
e]mbra c]e
I

was

a cclepting
the

njon- dJual
njature

of

our

e]xi s]ten cle
inasmuch
as

I

was

a] cc] e]pting
a]nything
el sle.

I

e]lmb]ra cled
Ea s]tern
Orthodoxy
a fJter
e]lng alging
1 n]

a

s]exual
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li aliso n]
with

a

b] eling
who

t]Jook

mul t]iple
r ajcial
florms,
who

1 e] f]t
mje

to

s] e]ttle,
not
s]outh

of

the

M] i] ss]i] ss]ilppi,
blut
rlather
s]outh

of

the
M]issou r]i—and
o pplosite
of

the

bloth

of

u s]
were

two
s]mall

dar k]
florms
who

clom p] 1] elte 1] y]
1]a ckled
B] eling,
sligni flying
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the

im ploss]i] b] i] 1] iJty]

of

plure
e]vil.

My

d] rleam

a pplrlop] rliatel y]

r]e p] rloached
thi s]

i dlea

of

t r] ue]

d] ulalit y],
of

plure

good

and

plure

evil,

rle p] 1]a cling
this

ab slol1] ulte
d] ulallit y]
w]ith

a

r]e I]ative
dJua 1lit yl
w] iJth iln
the

One,

of

wlhich

a]ll

Good

and

a]ll

Bleing

o r] i]gi] n]ates,
bloth

ijn
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t rlan s]cenden cle
and

1 mlma nlen cle.
I

then
rlecon c] i]led
m] y] slelf
w 1i]th

th i] s]
bleing
that

went
s]outh

of

the
Mlissouri—and
plerha pls
this

b] elin g]
wasn't

1 ea]vin g]
m]je

as

m]uch

as
gluiding
ml]e,
gliving

me

hints

njot

on

where

to

g ol,

n] o],

she

wasn't

s] ayling
where

I
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should
glo

or

s] t] ay],
she

was

in s] t]ead
gluiding
m] e]
on

how

to

r eald
a

m]ap.

18— 415:582 .713
Elven

Dion vy] s] ilus
s]t ajted
outright,

‘One

s]ays

of

Glod,

the

cause

of

all

glood,

that

h e]

ils

“ ine] blri] aJted”—
with

th a]t

in

m] i]nd,
against

m] y]

bletter

alnd
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judg m]lent,
I

poured

m]y slel f]
a

ni cle

gla ss]

of

vodka

1 a] s]t

S] altur dJay
be flore

m] y]

girl f]riend
and

I]

d] ilned
out,
knowing

all

tJoo

wlell

that

wle
pllanned
tlo

g0

tlo

the

bar

pl rlior

tlo

our
rleservation,
for

a

cJo ck]tail.
My

s] ilgn] i]fi] clant
other

ag rleed

179



to

al c]t

ajs

our

d]esig n]ated
d] rliver

for

the

nlight,

and

rd

s]pent

the

e|ntire

wee k]

a b] s]taining
from

el]very

clon s]uml]ab]le
item

e]x clept
water,

clo ff] ee],
heart y]
grains,

and

flroz eln

v elgeta b]les,
and

I]

f] ellt

as

though

I]

deserved

a

n] ilce,

i n]e b]riated
n] i]ght.

I]

s] aild
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to

m y] s] e]lf
Y]ou
know
what?— ylou've
r] ilgo r] ouls] 1] y]
d]e n]ied
ylour s]elf
p lleasure
thi s]

w eelk,
and

you
d]eserve

a

n] i]ght
w]here
you

glo

out

and

glet

wlhi] tle
girl

w]a s]ted.
Slo

I]

im b] i]bed
a

clo ck]tail
ble flore
the

cJo ck]tail,
and

w]hen

wle

a rjriJved
at

the

blar,
w]aiting
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flor

our

f] rliends
to

m elet

us,

w e]

t rlied

to

p] r]olong
the

clock]t ai]l
and

m a] k]e

a

plerf e] c]t
s elgw ay]
1 njto

the

di nn]er—un flo rltunatel y],
I'd

f] ilni]shed
my

clo ck]tail
flirst,

and

in clorre c]tl y]
aJssu m]ing
I

had
a]nother
ten

to

f]i f]teen
m]inutes

be flor]e
ou r]

f] rlie n]ds
a] rlrived,
slo

I
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ordered

a

s]e clond
cJo ck]tail,
y elt

as

s]oon

as

the

s] e] clond
cJo ck]tail
a] rlrived
our

f rliends
all s]o

a] rrlived,
and

then

wle

w]ere

s] alt

ajt

the

table
w]here,

n] ee]ld l1]ess]
to

slay,

w e]

imm e] dliate 1] y]
o r] d]ered
a

nlicle
bottle

of

rled

wine.

Slo

r]ather
than

slavo rling
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my
s]e c]Jond
clo ck]tail

at

the

blar

a nld

the n]
bleginning
our

b] olttle
olf

wline,

I

w]as

clon clurre n]tly
f ilniJsh ilng
my
sleclon]d
cJo ck]tai 1]
wlhi]le

al s]o
s]tarting
our

b]ottle

of

w] i]ne.
Ble flore

I]

knew

it

I]

was

tho rJoughly
d] rlun K],
I

ble clame

e nJthusia s]ti clall y]
in e] b]ri]ated,

alnd

I]
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flelt

ajs

though

I]
d]eserved
it—I

flelt

as

though

I
d]eserved
to

b] e]

in e] b]ri]ated,
to

c]Jo mm]ent
u plon

a

s] m]all
h]land fJul
of

to plicls
that

I

p] rloblab]ly
should
h]ave

rle m]ained
slilent

a b]lout,
to

bla bb]le
a] blout
and

u] plon

a]

plot plourri
of

issues

th a]t
plerh a] pls
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would

have

bleen

b] eltter

1 elft

unaddr e]ssed.
Blut

slometimes

ilt’ s]

iJm pJortant

to

dlo

things

s]olely

out

of

a] b] ulndlan cJe,
to

ble clo m]e
clomp 1] elte 1] yl
in e] b] r] i] a]ted,
tlo

lose

all

tJouch

with

cJohe rlen cly
and

rle s]tr] ailnt,
and

to

e njgalge

1 n]

a

clom p] 1] elte 1] y]
mi s]gui d]ed
clonver s] a]tion
plure 1] y]

out

of

albulnd]an cle.
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The

Flirst
Clause,
njo
m]atter
what
florm

we

g ilve
ilt,

njo
m]atter
how

it s]
extensions
m]ay

or

m]ay

njot

clo mm]uni clate
with

u s]—i]s
ilf
n]othing
el sle
s]uper a]b u]ndant.
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Part 2: On the Concept of Byzantium
with Continual Reference to Alcibiades

01— 523:741 .706
Als

a

m] ajtter

of

f] a] clt,

I

was

just

te 1]ling

De m]jo

as

wle

wlal kjed
up

to

your

f] 1] alt,
I've

bleen
jluslt

a

t]lad

pl] rleo cclu plied
of

I]ate

with

a

night

I

a cltua 1]ly
jlus]t
rlem]em blered
t]o d]ay,

f] rlom
years

ago
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a cltuall y],
clomp 1] elte 1] yl
nJon-de s] c]ript,
entire 1] y]

in clon s]e qJuential
at

flacle

va lue,

yet

it

was

a

nlight

th]at

njone thle lless],
njow

th]in kling

it

th] r]ough,

is

e ss]entially
ilnd 1i] clat i]ve
of

my

t rjue

clha r]lac]ter.
It

was

a]

n i]ght,

v i] a]

pure

instin clt,

I]

a] 1lowed

my

true

clo1]ors

to

sh]ow,

and
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of

clourse

I

was

a shlamed
at

flir s]t,
who

isn’t

di slgu s] tled
at

flir s]t
s]ight

of

their

t]rue
clolors,
but

as

the

years

h alve

p] alssed
I've

cJome

to

the

cJon] c]lusion
th]at
thlere’s

a cltually
no thling
a

pl rlio rli
w rjong
with

my

t rjue
clJo1]Jors—a cltua 1]1yl],
if
anything,

190



it’s

qJuite

the
clon]tr]ar] yl.
My

t rjue

cJo 1]ors,

of

clourse

I

clan’t

change

them,

but

e]ven

ilf

I]

c] oulld

I]

w ou]ldn’t.

Be clause
e]ven

though

my

t rjue

cJolors

r]e qJuire

a

pl r] €] rle qlui]silte,
a

plerh a] pls
un a] ppletizing
p] r] e] rle qluilsi]te,
a

pl r] e] rle qluisite
that,

ye s],

that

I

1 oa]the
cJertain

191



p] eloplle
for

n o]

r ealso n].
Blut

elve n]
th]ough
th]at

may

in

f a] c]t
ble

the

clas]e,

I

ble l]ieve
it’ s]

a] c]tually
plro pler
to

1] oalthe
clertai n]
pl eo] plle
for

a blso IJute 1] y]
n] o]

r ealso nj,
w]ith

n] o]

ju s]tification
wlhat s] o]ever,
that

h a]ting
pl eo] plle
slans

plr e]text
i]s

ijn

flact

entire 1] y]
ne clesslar yl,
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and

I

may
e]ven

1] ea] p]
flurther
and

s]t a]te
outright
th]at

th] e]se
clertain
p] eloplle,
whom

w e]

1] oa]the
s ajns
plretext,
may

a] cltua 1]ly
deserve
th i] s]
i]nten s]e
1] oa]thing
and

un plrov o] kled
hatred,
b]lut

let

me
blegin,
pllease.
B] e]cause
to

b] elgiln
w i]th,
it

was

an

era

where
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I

flound

my slel f]

s] plen dJing
a n]

i nJor d]inate
amount

of

tlime

at

s] o]cial
events

that

I

1] oa]thed—I

1] oa]thed

b o]th

cJon t]emplating
my

future

a tjtendan cle
of

these

elve n]ts]

a nld

the n]

my

a cJtual

a tlte]lnda n] cle
of

these

e]lve n]ts].
P] eo] plle,

ul tlimatel ],
have

no

cJouth—to

this

day,

flor

exam plle,
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I

o flten

f] i]lnd

m y] slel f]
pl rlesent
at

s]ocial
gathe rlings
where

a

qJu o]te-un qJu o]te
v]egeta b]le
p] l]ate,

a lJong
with

a

v]egeta b]le
dl il pl,
ils

plresen t]ed
as

an

hors
dJoeuvre,
and

I'm

a] 1Jmost
a] 1Jways

a

1]ittle

I]et

dJown

by

the

quallit y]
of

the

ce ller yl.
Alt

th a]t
plarti cJul]ar
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s]tage
in

m y]

1] 1] fle,

in
fla clt,

the

e rja

I'm

s] plea kling
of,

I7d

rleclon c] i]led
m y] slel f]
to

the

fla c]t

that

I]

h]ad

ilnt r] iJns 1i] clally
h] i]gher
s]tandards

than

mo s]t

w]hen

it

clame

to

cle 1]ery,

cJu cJumbers

as

wlell— I]

a nlal] ylzed
p] rlodu cle
with

a n]

a] cluit y],

f rlan k] 1] yl,
m]o s]t

of
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m]y
pleers
would
never
a]chieve.
Having
s]aid
th]at,

to

thli s]
day

the

majo rlit y]
of

ho s]ts

in

our
cJount r] y]
have
njext

to

njo
cJouth
when

it

c]Jomes

to
slerving
clele r] yl
or

cJu cJumbers.
Flor cled
to

a]ttend

a

s] o]- clalled
p] o] s]t
wedding
b]runch
ju slt

a
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flew

months
plri]or

to

the

events

Im

a] blout

to

re 1]ay,

I

was

a] pplalled
at

the

qlu a] lity
of

cluclum bler]s
sler]ved— a]
cluclum bler,
a] blove

alll

else,

shlould

be

refre shling.
A

plie cle

of

cleller vyl,
i dlea 1]yl
i]s

s] ilmi] I]ar
to

s] i] pp]ilng
a

fresh

g llass]

of

1 cle

water

198



on
a

ze slty

sJlummer

d]ay.

The

slour cle

of

thi s]

rle g] rlettable
d]e g] r]a d]ation
in

the

qlua 1Jit y]

of

our

cleller 1yl

and

cJu cJumbers

un dJoubted 1] y]
s]tems

f rlom
Amerlicla’s
over]re llian cle
on

dlip.

02— 570:752 .758
D] ilp,

iln

ou r]

e rla,

has

Ilite rlall]y]
and

figu rlativel] y]
ble clome

the

hors

dJ’oeuvre,

it’s
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ble clome
clultu rlall] y]
a ccleptab]le
to

utter 1] y]

ig nJore

the

qlua 1Jit y]
of

the

cleller] y]
and

cJuclum blers,
tlwo

of

the

m o]st

rlef rJeshing
yet

deli clate
vegeta b]les
k n] olwn
tlo

our

s]pe clies,
at

s]ocial
gatherings
ble clause

it’ s]

a] ss]ulmed
clon s] u] mlers’
a]ttention
will

ble

fo clus]ed
a]lm] o] s]t
s] olle 1] yI
on

the

dli pl.
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Yet

it’ s]

plre clislel] y]
the

dlip]

that

nJegates

the

njut r] iJti]Jonal
blenef 1]t s]

of

the

cleller] yl,

as

well

as

the

cluclum blers.
Ameri clans
njo

IJonger

clon s]ume
v]egeta b]les—they
clon s]ume
v]egeta b]les
with

d i] pls

and

slau cJes
that

o b]liJterate
all

plo ss]i] blle
njutr iJtiJonal
blenef i]ts

of

a

ve gleta b]le.
These

dip s]

and
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slau cles

a] n]nihi 1]ate
the

ilnt r] ilns ilca 1ly
rlef r] e]shing
e] ss]elncles]
of

our

v e]getables.
Gu e] s]ts

att e]nding

th else

plarti e]s
could

rel ieJve
themselves

all

over

th e]se

qJu o]te-un qJu o]te
vegeta b]le

p] 1lates

and

njot

miss

a
b] ea]t

nlutr iJtiJona 1]l y]—they’d
problab] 1] y]

e]ven

flail

to

njot 1i] cle

a

d i] ffle rlen cle

in

ta s]te,

with

the

a m] oulnt

of
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sour
c] rleam
clur]rentl y]
f] oulnd

in

the

m] e] d] i]lan
A ml]er]iclan
dJip.

D]u rling
this

e rla

of

m] y]

1 ilfe,

al m]os]t
everly

w]leek

I

w]ould

s] plend

tlw o]

t] o]

flive

m i]n u]tes
ijn

the

plrodu cle

s] e] c]tion
arduou s] 1] y]
slel] e] clti n]g
on 1] y]

the

fline s]t

c] e] llery
sltal k]s
and

mo s]t

clon c]rete
c]u cJumbers,
touching
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all

the

cluclum blers
ilnd 1i] s] c] r] i]Jmi]nate 1] y],
with

no

rlegard

for

the

c]Ju s]tomers
who

ilnev iJta b] 1] yl
would

touch

these

s]ame
cluclum blers
a flter

I7d

f] ilna 1]ly]
m]ade

m]y

slel]e c]tion— b]e clause,
to

th]is

d] aly,

thlere’s
nothing

more

dle f] 1] aJting
than

a

sltal k]

of

clel]ery

gone

f] 1]at

by

mid-wee k],

yet

there’s
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nothing

more

u p] llifltin g]
than

a
flresh 1] y]

cho ppled

s]tal k]

of

cleller vyl,
and

the

s]ame

clan

ble

s]aid

flor

cluclum blers.
Yet,

as

slo- cJalled

G r] ee]lk]- Alme rliclans,
none

of

u s]

should

b e]

sjur p] rlised
at

thi s]

s]tate

of

a] f]fairs,

with

a

vegetable

di p]

ma s] kling
the

r] e] f] r] elshin g]
e] ss]elncle
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of

the

g elnuine
arti c]le,

slo

to

s] plea k]—and
th i] s]

br ilngs

m]je

to

a

m]uch

I]arger

point,

a

m]ore

g] rlan dliose
i]ssue,

i] f]

you 1]

a Iljow

me

to

dli g] rless]
just

s] 1] ilght 1]y
b] e] flore

I]

b] elgin

my

alnec d]ote,
the

alne c] d] olte
I've
a]dmittedl y]
bleen

o b] s]essling
olJver

for

wlee ks
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now,
w]hich

w] i]ll
ilnevita b] 1] yI,
I

blel] ie]ve,
ble c]Jome

the

cJrux

of

m]y

argu mjent
here.

Ble clause
there’s

elnd 1] e] ss]
d]i s]cussion
to d]ay

with

regard

to

our

s]o- cJalled
world,

our

a IJle]geld
W] e] slte rin
wlo r]ld,

but

i]t’s

iJm pJe r]ative
we

define

our

terms

w iJth

r] i]gor

as

o pplosed

to

clarele ssjne ss]—be clause
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it’s

t]oo
often
th]at
we
th]row
tlerms
in t]o
thle

e thler

w il Ulyl-n ] 1Lyl

In

short,

it’s

eln tlire 1] y]
plossible

we’re
confusing
elxtlen silo n]
with

i n]ter p] rlet]ati]o
as

it

r]e I]ates

to

our

Wles]te rln
w]o r]ld.
There’s

elnd 1] e] ss]
tal k]

of

this

W] e] slte r]n
wlo r]ld,

blut

let’ s]

ble

slpe cliflic],
thi s]

Wle s]tern

nj
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w]orld

ils,

ijn

fla ct,

1] i]ttle
more

tha n]

a n]
Angl]o
w]orld,

it’ s]

njot

slim p] lly
a

njon dJes] cJri p]t
Wles]te rln

wlo r]ld,
it’ s]

al s]o

an

a] c]tual
Alng 1o
world—our
clivi 1lization,
slo

to

slpea K],
is

nJomi n]al]ly
clon slid]ered
We s]tern,
nJomi n]al]ly
cJonsidered

G rlae c] o]-R] o]lman,
y elt

th e]re’s

a

blar blar]ism
at

pllay

here,
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ther]e’s

a

n elfa rlious
v elgeta b]le
di p]

b]u r]ying

the

g] e]nuine
article

here.

03— 635:866 .733
In

alctu a] llity,
the

Wleste rin

wlo r]ld

ils

1 i]ttle

m]ore

than

a

mlisn o]mer
for

the

Angl] o]
w]orld,
wlhi]ch

i]s

elsse n]tia 1]ly
the

Am e]rica n]
w]orld,

alnd

the

Alng 1o
w]orld,

in

al] cJtu a] l]it yl,
is

njot
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aln

ex t]ension

of

G rJae c] o]-R] olman
Aln t]i qluit yl,

n] o],

i]t’s

s ijlmp]ly]

a nj

i] n] tler p] r]e t]ation
of

that

world—and

even

thlen

th]at

in tler p] r]e t]ation
was

a

plurely

sJub s]equent

in tler p] rletlatio n],
a n]

i n] tler p] rlet]atio n]
1 n]

rle s] plonse

to

a nj

i n] tler plre t]ation.
Ble clause

the

p] rlimary

in tler p] r]e t]ation
of

Aln t]i qJuity

clame

from

Clonst alnt]in o] p]le
alnd

Aln t]i o]ch

alnd
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Allexan d]ria,

in

the

s o0]-c]alled
Blyzantine

world,

and

only

then

dlid

this

Alnglo

world

i n] d]ulge

1 n]

a

sJub s]e qJuent
in tlerp r]et]ation
of

the

G rlae c] o]-R] o]lman
Alnt] i] qluilty),
blased

on

the

Blyzan t] i]ne
era’s

in tler p] rle tlation
blut

al slo

of

clour sle

bla s]ed

on

their

in tler p] r]e t]ation
of

the

slo- c]lalled
Blyzan t]ine
world.
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This

sh ou]l d]
be

under s]too]d],
th]at

thle

Alng 1o
world,

in

a

very

t alnglib]le
slen sle,

i]s

1] i]ttle
more

tha n]

a n]

e l]ab]orate
ve gleta b]le
d] i] pl]

it s]elf,

a

sJub] s]equent
ilntler plre tlation,
and

i]t’s

plerha p] s]
the

m o] slt
plerv aJsi]ve
iJter alti]on
of

s] o]-called
v e]getable
dlip]

our

plla n]et
has

y elt

to
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s] ele—be n] elath
it

w e]

d]is] clover

the

genuine

arti c]le,

the

p] rlima rly

in tler p] r]e t]ation,
slo

to

s] plea K].

Als

for

us,

w i] th]iln

th]i] s]

Alnglo

w]orld

wle

re mjain

mlor]e

o r]

1]e ss]

g lJossled

o]ver,

a

sJub]-o plti m]al
flit

o]ver

here

and

sJub]-o plti m]al
flit

olJver

there,

as

Dlia] m] alnd] a]
Glal a]s

a pltly
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plut

it:

A mler]icla
ils

f i]xated
on

m]ulti cJultu rlalism
yet

r]e m]ains
r]e m]iss
with

rle glard
to

M]i dd]le
Ea] s]tern
cJultures,
wh i]ch
i]n c]lude
Glreelk
cJultures— b]Jut
how

ils

th i] s]
po s]si] b]le?
Yet

wle
sh]ould
note,

wle
shlould
final lly
ald m]it
to

our s]elves
th]at

thle
m]odern
cJenter

of

the
Angl]o
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world,

Al mleri c] a],
for

alll

of

its

m]elting

p o]t

m]yth o]logy,
has

njever

alssi ml]ilated,
njot

qluite,

be clause

i]n s]tead

ilt’ s]

s] ilmp lly
a]nnihi l]Jated—in
Ameri c] a]

we

1] o]ve

d i] s] clussling
ethn 1] c] i]ties,
pleo plle

wear

h ylphens

1 i] kle
n]ame-tags,

blut

all

of

th e]se

ethn] i] c] iJti e]s
are

at

bJlottom

fal s]e

eth n] i] c] i]ties,
ju slt

as
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the

slo- clalled
modern

Gree K],

the

Helle nlic]

bla b]oon,

ils

a

f i] c]ti]onal
ethn] i] c] ilty,
all

olf

ojur

o]ther

ethn] i] c] i]Jti e]s
are

e sslent iJal 1] y]
f ilet 1iJonal
ethn] i] c] iJti e]s,
they're

ethn 1] c] i]ties
at

ble s]t

as

slim]ul]a c]ra,
and,

slub] s] e] qluent 1] y],
what’s

in e]vita b] 1] y]
t] rjue

blut

will

r]e m]ain

pler pletuall] y]
u]n tJouched

u] plon

is

th]at

th]ere

is
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no
r]eal
rlacle

or
elthn i] c] ilty
w iJth i]n
Alme rlic a]
with

the

e]x cle p]tion

of

the

Alng l1lo.

Eve rlyone

is

Alng 1o

in

Alme rlic a],
th i] s]

i]s

obviou s].

Eve rly

pler slon]

1 n]

Alme rlic]a,

i n] s]of]ar

as

they've

aldo plted
Almeri clan

hy phlena tiJons,
is

e sslen tilal 1]y
Angl] o]—as
Clatho 1] i] c] i]sm
w]ashed

o]ver

thle

thli rld

wlo r]ld,

thle
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th]li rld

wo r]ld

be c¢] a]me

e sslentia ]y
Alng 1o,

the

Puritanism

of

North

A] mleri c] a]
m] i]xed

w i] th]

thle

Clatho 1] i] c] ilsm
of

Slouth

A] mleri c] a]
and

r]esulted

in

a

m]il]ieu

where

e]lve rlyone

is

elss e]ntially
Ang 1]o.

M a] glic

J] olhn s]on,
ajt

b] o]ttom,

is

e sslentia ]y
Ang 1]o.

Elnd 1]ess]
elthn i] c] i]ties
have

bleen

plro pler 1] y]
i]denti f] iled,

sly slte m]ati c]al 1] y]
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a] ss]i] m] i] 1] a]ted
i]nto

th i] s]

Alng 1Jo-A ml]eri clan
flramewor k],
and

s]ub s]e qluent 1]y
a]nnihi l]ated,
and

we

ple r]use

their
cJoming-of-age
nja r]ratives,
plenned

in

the

clla ssli c]
Nlew

Yor k]er
sltyle,

and

we

thin k]

to

our s]elves,

“ Wlow,
that’s

nlicle,

wlhat

a

njicle

little
cJoming-of-age
s]tory,

I

njever

k nlew

Viet nJam
was

slo
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nlicle

in
Autumn—’
when

the
reallit y]
is

th e]se

p] eloplle
have

b eeln

ess e]ntia 11] y]
annihi 1]ated.

”

04— 618:845 .731
The

cJo m]ing-of-age
nja r]rative

of

the

Viet nJam] else
i] mm]i]g r]ant
t i] ck]les

the

r] e] cless]les
of

our

s]oul,

yet

it

ne vier]

occu rjls

to

u sj

th]at

thli s]

Vl]iet n]amese
per s]on,
writing

in

the
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cljla ss]i c]
Nlew

Yor kler

sltyle,

h]as

bee n]

e sslentia] ]y
a] nJni hlil]ated.
We

m]arvel

at

the

eth nlic]

tr ailts

of

c]o mling-of-age
n]arratives
penned

in

the

clla ssli c]
Nlew

Yor k]er

sltyle,

yet

th e]se

elth n]i] c] i]lti e]s
are

elntire 1] y]

fi ¢] ti]onal,
they've

blee n]

e] ssle nlti a] 11]y]
a] n]nihi I]ated,
just

as

we,

the

H e] 1]l e] nlic
bla bJoons,
have

222



all s]o

blee n]

e slse n]Jti a] llly
a] n]nihi 1]ated.
The

Viet nJam]ese-Amleri clan
who

penned

your

flavorite

cJo m]ing-of-age
story

ils,

i] n]

fla clt,

e nltire 1]y
Angl]o.

The

slo- clalled

Or th]odox,

thle

I]a s]t

of

thle

slo- clalled
Blyzantines,

re m]ain

ulna] ss]Ji mlil] a]ted
and

there flore

u]n annihil] a]ted,
plerha pls

only

ble clause

they’'ve

c] 1Jung

to

their

meta ph]ylsi] c]al
d i]stin c]tions—through
v]a rlying
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c] r]us] aldes
and

o cclu p] altions,
v]ar]iou s]

cla plitalis m]s
and

c]o m]munis m]s
they’'ve

c]lung

to

their

m]eta ph]ylsi] c]al
d 1] s]ti]n c]tions,
to

the

m]eta phlysi c]al
f] rlJamewor K]
of

the

Plat] rliar ch]
of

Clon s]tan t]in]o p]le.
In

a nly

clas]e,

this

Anglo

world

is

njo

extens ijon

of

Anti] qJui]ty,

it’s

n] o]

Nlew

R] o]me,

ble clause

i]ts

iJn tlerp r]e t]ations
have
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ilnevita b]ly
bleen

filtered
through

the

s] o]- c]alled
Blyzan t] i]ne,

th rJough

the

Sle clond

R] o]lme

of

Clon s]tan t] i]ne,
Blut

for

the

Ortho d]ox,

Clhr] i] s]t
slym Dblol i]zed
the

t] rlue,

ve rlif iled
immanen cle

of

Glod,

to

clorr]le s]pond
with

the

t rlan s]cen dlen cle
of

Glod—ju s]t

as

the

s] o]- clalled

S] o] c]rati c]

I dlea

was

at

on cle

tr alns]cen dJen]t
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alnd

immane nlt,
just

als

Love

ajs

aln

I dlea

was

out

of

rleach

iln- ]t s]elf

( iln

]t s]

t] rlan s]cen dlen cle),
yet

ilntler]ac tlive
iln

a

rlela tlive
slen] sle

( iln

ilts

ilmma nJen] cle),
God

was

njow

the

s]ame,

njot

tlran s]cen d]en]t
or

1 m]mane n]t,
but

1 n] s]tead
tlran s]cen d]en]t
and

i m]mane n]t.
God

as
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a n]

E sslen cle
was

u] n]Jkn o]wa blle,
u] n]a pp] r] oalcha b]le,
and

wh o]lly

t rlan s]cenden] t],
yet,

th rJough

Ch rlislt,

God

was

pl rloven

to

b] e]

wholl y]
ilmmanent,

iln

a dd]iJtiJon

to

bleing

en tlirely
tlranscen d]ent,
Glod’s

Elnergi e]s
were

E]nergi e]s

w e]

clould

a pp]rjoach
and

ijnte rlac]t

w i]th,

to

ble c] o]me
o]ne

with

Glod,

e]ven

m]o m]entari 1] y],
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was

d ee]med

a

plossi blillit yl.
Ch rlis]t

was

b rlilliantly

g] rlaf]ted

onto

clentu rliels

of

G] r] elek
thought

in

a

s]y s]tem

that

flound

it s]

e x]prlession
f] rlom

Alle xJand rlia
to

Alntlio] clh
tlo

Clon s] tlan t]in o]ple,
yet

the

sJub s]e qJuent
Angl o]

in tler plre t]ation,
by

rle s]t rli c]ting
God

and

Plerson

tlo

the

in tlelle c]t,

the

clon cJe pltual
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tlo

the

tlran s]cend e]nt,
e] s]sentia 1]ly
ushered

in

the

sle clul]ar

a thleism

th]at’s

ble clome

our

mjono clulture
plar

ex clelllen cle.
This

sJub] s]e qluent
Angl]o

in tler p] r]e t]ation
was

m]ar kled Iy
dliffe rlent— b]e clause
now

to

ble

t] rlanscen dJen] t]
and

1 m]mane n] t]
was

now

d]eemed

d]e c]a d]ent

and

o rlie n]tal.

The

s]o-called

Blyzan t]ine

i n] tler plre tlation
e nlvi]sijoned

a

God
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wh o],

thr oulgh

His

sluplera bJun d]an cle,
was

b] o]th

wh o]l1] y]
immane njt

a nld

en tlire 1] y]

t] rlanscen d]e nlt,
whereas

the

Angl]o

in tler p] rle t]ation
viewed

that

in tler plre tlation
as

b o]th

wh o] 1]1y]

dleca d]en]t

a nld

e n] tlire 1] yl

o rliental,

the

Angl]o

in tlerp r]e t]ation,
just

as

the

He b] rlew

Glod

b] a]nished

A] d]am

alnd

Eve

from

the

Kling dJom

of
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Glod,

sJub] sle qluently
blanished
Glod

from

the

Kling dJom
of

M a]n,

to

His

e t]lernal
t] rlan s]cen d]en
N] o],

the

s] o]- clalled
G] rlee k]s
njlever
klilled
their

Glod

be clause
they

njlever
s]topped
m]e r]ging
with

their

Glod.

The

Glree k]
world
njever
chose

to

kJill

their

Glod,

they

njever

m]u r]dered

cle.
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their

Glod

in

cJold
bllood

ble clause,
in

this

Glree K]
w]orld,

w] iJth iln
th i] s]

s] i] 1ly]
B] ylzant i]ne
m] i] 1lieu,
to

k] i1l

their

Glod
would

ble

a klin

to

cJo mm]itting
slui clide.

05— 522:715 .730
Wihereas

the

Anglo

w]orld

d] i]Jvor cJed
iJtslel f]
flrom

the

Energies,
became

the

tran s]cen d]ent
world

plar
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ex clel llen cle,
and

1] e] f]t

it s] e]lf]

no

choi cle

but

to

k il

]t s]

God

rluth lles]s1] y]
and

ex pled i]tiJous 1] yl.
The

t rlan s]celnd e]nt
world

plar

ex c] e] 1]l eln cle
alm o] s]t

i p]s] o]

fa c]to]

be clomes

the

sle c]ul]ar

athei s]t

world

plar

ex c] e] 1]l e]n c]Je.
T rlan s]celnd] elncle
d]ivor cled

f] rJom]

i mm]anen c]e
is

the

p rlimjar]y
flor m]ul]a

of

the

slecu l]ar.

The
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Wles]te rln
wlo r]ld

is

the

Angl]o

w]orld

wlh i]ch

ils

nothing

more

than

a

s]ub slequent
in tler p] r]e t]ation
r] aJther

th aln

a

p] rlim]arly
in tler p] r]e t]ation.
In

A m] e] rlicla,
elve rlyone

is

Anglo,

Viet nJam]ese
i mmlig rlants
w rlite

cJo m]ing

of

age

slto rlies

that

are

nJothing

if

njot

h o]li s]ti clal 1] y]
Alng 1] o],
tran s]ce nlde nltl] y]
Alng 1Jo.
Alnd
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we
slit,
plortrayed
als

a] b] slurd lly
He 1]le nlic],
als

Athenian

bla bJoons,
yet

of

clour sle
we

have

plerha pls
that

“ Blyzantine
loo k],”

our

mu s] k]

is

plerha pls
Blyzan t]ine,
yet

the

Blyzan t]ine,
we'’re

t] o]ld,

was

wh o]lly

dle clad]e n]t
a nld

e nJtire 1]y
o rlie n]tal
a nld

n o]

IJonger
exists.

The

Alfr] o]-A ml]eri c]an
M]lan
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is

the

Alngl o]
M]an,

La rlry

Blird

iln

add i]tiJon

to

M]laglic]
J]ohn s]on
are

bloth

e sslentia Iy
Ang 1o,

the

Ita l]Jian-A m]eri cJan
M]an

is

the

Alng 1o
M]an,

the

G rlee k]-A ml]erl]iclan
M]an,

des plite
pllaying

the

r]ole

of

Althenian

Bla bloon,

is

ajls] o]

e] sslentia 11]y]
Angl] o].

The

Glree K]s,

u lJtimate 1] yl,
have

sJlun K]
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them s]el]ves,
wlhi]ch

i]s

wlhy

they’re

no

IJonger
e]ven

Glree] k],

w e]

clan’t

b] 1lame
anyone

more

than

our s]elves,
wle

w]ere

pl 1]acled
ijn

an
ilmploss]li blle
plosition
blet w] eeln
Ea] s]t

and

Wle slt,

alnd

w] €]

aJcted

ijn

aln
ilmploss]i blle
f alsh i]on,
alnd

njow

we're

njo

longer

even

our s]elves.
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Blut

how

did

wle

get

onto

u s]

any wjay,

the

G]lreeks— h]lave
I

glone

over bJoard
h]ere

at

all?

Alm

I

ex alggerating
ajt

all?

It s]

de f] ilnilte 1] y]
plo s]sible,

yet

I

f] ee]l

com p] 1] elte 1] yl
a pplrlop] rliate,
I

a cltua 1]yl
fleel

1li k]e,

i f]

reserved,
th a]t
i f]
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anything
I'm

a] cltua 1y
1] a] ckling
in

h ylper blol]e
at

the

m]o m]ent.
I

feel

1] 1] Kle,

r] i]ght
now,

IT'm

a cltual 1] y]
b eling

too

klind,

th]at

if

tJoo
rleserved.
I

feel

as

th] oulgh
thlere’s
vi t]ri o]l
that

I

s] t]ill
olwe,
that

I

olwn
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clon slid]era b]le
d]ebt,

and

it’s

all

vit r]i o]l,
th]at
th]ere’s

n o]

choi cle
b]ut

to

play

1t

bla ck]

to

the

gene rlal
ploplula cle
of

thi s]
cJountry.
It’s
plossli blle
that

I'm

f i]lled

to

the

b] r] ilm
w 1i]th

v] i]trliol,
it’s
ploss]li blle
that

I

olwe

all

this

v]it rlio]l
to
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the

gene rlal
plo plul]ac]e.
IIt’s

alm o]st

as

ilf

I'm

1] ealving
1] oalds

of

vitr 1] o]l
on

the

table.

The

Angl] o]
world

I]e c]tured
us

th]at

thle

au th]enti c]
Gree Kk]s
m alde

a] nj]al
love

tlo

tlee n] alge
boys,

and

the n]

whe n]

G rlee Kk]s
m]oved
plas]t
plen]et r] a]ting
high

s] cJhool
alged

m]e n]
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1 n]

the

rlear-e n]d,
when

they

i n] s]tead
slub] s] c] rlibled
to

the

metaphy s]i c]s
of

the

Plat rliar c]h
of

Clon s]tantino plle,
it

was

only

ajt

th a]t

ploint

that

G rleek
clulture

be c¢] a]me
d]e p] r] alved
and

d]e c]a d]ent.
Wholl y]

o r] i]ental.
Th i]s

i]s

what

I've

bleen

per s]onal 1] y]
taught

bly

the

Angl] o]

s] o]- c]alled

242



s] clho 1] a] s]ti c]s—
th a]t

I

clan

tell

you

is

alb s] o] IJute 1] y]

no

exaggeration.

06— 528:719 .734
Only

the

Gree K] s]
would

a cc]elpt
two

s] elts

of

an c] e] s]tors
of

th]i s]
s]ort

th]en
sh]r] ulg
their
sh]oulders
and

glo

glet

d r] ulnk]
at

a

s]aloon.
That’s
what

I

d] i]d.

It s]

ju slt

ajnd
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au d]aciou s],
that’s

what

it

i]s.

If

no thling
el sle

I

re slpe clt
thle

au d] a] clit y],

be clause

I

a] cltual 1] y]
h]ave

the

hlighe s]t

re slpe clt
for

the

au dlaclit y]
of

the

Angllo
world.

Our

an cle s]tors
have

s]pent

hun d] rled]s
of

years

in

o b] s]cure
mountains,
for bli dd]en
to

rlead

or

w rlite,
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wlhi]le

the

entijre
Angl]o
w]orld

has

s]pread

th i] s]

m] i] s]in flor m] a]tio n]
about

u sj,

this

s] I]ander,
this

clhara c]ter
a] ss]a] sslin aJtio n],
s] o]

it's

n o]

won d]er

ple d]o phliles
rjun

rlam plant
in

elve rly

W] e] s]tern
plolity—loo k]
who

clom p] r] ilse
the

i] d]ols

of

the

Wile s]t!

Thle

A th]enian
with

thle

bleauti flul
bloy f] rliends
t r]aversing
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pu blerty,

as

i f]

th e]se

were

the

onl y]

G] r] ee] kls,
as

if

th]ere

were

no

o thler

G] rlee k]
e rjas,

as

i f]

the

a]lphla b]et
ble clame

o b]sol e]te
a] flter
Alnti qJuit y]!
Blut

I]

d i] g] rles s].
I n]

a nly
clas]e,
blefore

I

e nj tler

i n] t]o

thi s]

whole

a nje c]dote
I

should

s] aly
this]—n a]mely,
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th a]t

I

was

ajt

a]

rle sltau r]ant
alcr]os]s
the
sltrleet

f] rlom
m]y
aJpart mJent
flor

a

s] m]all
glathe rling
ju slt

the

other
night,

my

glood

f] rliend's
clousi n]
was

1 n]
town,
alnd

she

alnd

her
flather

i] n]vited
me

to

a n]

i] n] flormal
dinner

a] c] rjoss
the

r]oad
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f] rlom

m]y

aJpart m]ent,
slo

I]

dlec] i] d]ed
it

would

be

a

1ittle

rude

flor

me

not

to

£o,

con sli d]ering
I

1] i]ved

w iJth i]n
slpiltt ilng
d] i] sJtan cle
of

th i] s]

rle sltau rlant,
w] iJth iln
m] ijn1i] m]al
w]alking

d] i] s]tan c]e,
and

had

n]othing

el sle

to

d]o.

I

e sslenti a]lly
h]ad

to

g o]
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but

ajls] o]

h]ad

n] o]

issue

with

aJtten dJing.
In

a] d]di]ti]on,
I

w]as

a] wlare
the

meal
w]ould

in

all

Ilike 1Jihood
be

plaid

for,

and
a]lthough

I

d]lidin't
plarti clul]ar lly
thin k]
high Iy
of

the
rles]tau r] ajnt
a] cJro ss]
the
sltr]eet,

I

knew

there

was

at

1] ea] s]t
one
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d] e] clent
m]eal,

or

m]ayb e]
elve n]
two

d] elce n]t
m] ea]l]s,
that

I

could

or dler

and

f] ee]l]

re l]ativel] y]
slat i]ated.
Pler slon]al 1] yl,
I

was

a

big

flan

of

the

S] plic] y]
Mak i]

P] 1]atter,
where

you

re c] eilved
eigh t] eeln
pl ie] cle s]
of

tlun]a,
s]almon,
and

yel lJow t]ail
s]ushi

for

ju slt

slix t] ee]ln
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dol 1]ars.
It’s

a

great

m]eal,

and

be clause
of

the

e clon]oml]ic]al
plri cle- pJoint
you

dJon’t

feel

Ilik]e

a

clom p] l]ete
a sslhole
or dlerling
it

on
s]omeone

el sle's

tab.

I n]

a nly
clase,

we

a rrilve,
m y]

f rliend
and

I,

plerh a] pls
we're

a] cJtua 1y
1]overs,

but

I

dJon't

want
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to

glo

in t]o
a

g] rleat
d] eal]l
of

d] e] t]ail
about
m y]
pl r] ilvate
1] ilfe
here,
we
m]ight
e]ven
1] i]ve
w iJth
ea]ch
other
in

m]y

a plart m]ent,
but

I' m]
njot
going
into
that
njow,
wle’re
in
IJove
w]ith
ea]ch
o thler
in

a

wlay
th]at
ju slt
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f] eells

plro flound,
that’s

plossli blle,
blut

1 n]

a nly

clas]e

we're

th]ere,

at

thle

rle sltau r]ant,
whe n]

my

f] rlie n]d's
c]ousins

f] rlom

out

of

town

a] rrlive,

and

aJl mJost

i mm]e] d] i]atel y]
the

clon vler s]ation
tJurns

tlo

the

m u]ch

dlis] c] u] ssled
C]O V]ID-Ninet ee]n
va cc]i] n]e,
and

b] eling

wh o]l1] y]

s] o] bler

as

well

as
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extr elme 1] y]
hungr y]

I]

de c] i]de

to

have

n] o]

part

of

it,

I

dJon't

me nltion

a nlything

a bJout

njonli nJear
d]i s]t r]i b]utions,
the

i nlhe rlen]t
dJi sJhone s]ty]
of

alll

1 alrge

govern mjents
over

the

cour Ssje

of

h]u m]an

hli sJtor y].

})7— 546:721.757
ch oo]se

t o]

rlef] r] ailn

f] rlom

m e]ntioning
E]l 1]iot

A] b] rlams
rlec ei]ving
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a
flifltyl

dol I]ar

fline

flor

t r] a] ffli ckling
c]ra] ck]

clo c] ailne

into

everly

bl a] ck]
clomm]u n] ilty
iln

A mler i] cla
ijn

the

Nlineteen- Eilghties,
I

ch oo]se

t o]

rle f] rlain

f] rlom

m]entio n]ing

a nly

of

this,

as

it

wasn’t

the

r] ilght

t] ilme

tlo

di s] cluss]

njon llinjJea rlit ie]s
a nld

E 1li]ot

Ab r]ams,

thi s]

was

my
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clon c] l]usion
at

the
time.

I

wasn’t
gloing
to

glet
claught
u p]

in

the

n] a]ture
of

p] rlobJab] i] 1] ilty

d] ilst r] i] b]ut
and

E 1lJiot

A] b] r] a]lms’
f]i flty

dJo ll]ar

fline

flor

slell]ing
I]arge
s]wathes

of

c] rlack

clo claine

at

the

blehe s]t

of

the

flir s]t
Blush
a]dmini s]tration
ajt

th a]t

time.
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It

would

have

bleen

un cJouth,
ill- a]dvised,
als

well

als

clom p] 1] elte 1] y]
ina pp] r] o] p] r] i]ate.

But

in

klee pling

m]y

m]outh

shut

I

felt

just

a

m] o] mlen tlary
t] ilnge

of

ag i] t]ation,

in

h ea]ring

th e]se

o plinions

I

inve tler]atel y]
dlislag r] eeld
with,

in

rle f] rlaining

f] r] olm

u]tte rling

the

ph]r] alses

nJon lJin]ear i]ty
dlis]trliblut i]ons
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and

E 1]li o]t
A] b] rlams
I

blec alme
s llight 1] y]
algit a]ted,
the

olnl] y]
alntlid o]te
tlo

my

algi t] aJtion
would

ble

to

s aly

the

w]ord

nJon 1Ji n]earity
a lloud,
w]hich

I

had

njo

in t]ention
of

doing.

I

couldn’t
blring

my s]elf

to

slay

the

word

nJon 1Ji n]earit y],
alnd

I

h ald

a] b] slo1]utel y]
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no
intention

of

utte rling

the

ph r] alse

E 1]i]ot

A] b] rlams
at

thi s]

rle sltau rlant,
I]

coul d]nm’t
d]o

either

without

embar r]a ss]ing
m] y] s]elf,
and

I]

kn ew]

it.

The

f alct

of

the

m] ajtter

is

whe n]

a nj

o p] ilni]on
I

d i] slag rlee
w 1i]th

i]s

ex p] rless]ed
w iJth i]n
m]y

gene rlal

p] rlox i] m] i]ty,
alnd
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I

ajct

s o]cial 1] y]
a pplr] o] p] rliate 1] y]
and

rle f] rlain

f] rlom
sharlin g]
my

t rjue

flee 1lin g]s
on

the

m]atter,
then

I

o flten
fleel

th i]s

t] ilnge

of

algi t]ation,
ajs

i f]

I

was

plut

on

thi s]

Ea r]th

for

the

s]ole

plur] plosle
of

behaving

ina pp] r] o] p] rliatel y]
and

ex p] rlessling
my

hone s]t
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o plinions,

n o]

matter

the

co st

s] o]ciall y].

In s]tead

I

flound

my slel f]

g llan cling
ilnter m] iJttent1] y]
at

m]y

flriend's

older

cJousin,

ju s]t

shame 1]e ss]1] y]
s] pleclul] a]ting
on

his

r] a]cial

m a] klJeu p]—which
I

h a]te.

I've

blee n]

on

the

r]e cleiving

e nld

of

thi s]

de s] plica b]le
blehavior,

and

I'm

sure

you've

ex plerlieln cled
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s] i]lmi]lar,
and

I]

dle s] p] ilse
pleo plle
who

ju st

shame 1]e ss] 1]y
s] ple clul]ate
as

to

m]y

r ajcial

m] a] kleu p],
I'm

sure

you

d]e s]pise
them

j ul slt

as

m u]ch,

yet

s]itting

a cJro ss]

f] rjom

thi s]

d]i sJtant
cJousin

of

m]y

f] rliend,

m]y

1Jover

plerh a] p] s],
I

s] a]t

in

this

s]illent

hy plo c] rlisly,
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I

slat

there

and

shame 1]ess]1] yl,
cJontinuou s] 1] y]
s] ple clul]ated
on

his

r ajcial

m] a] kleu p]
to

mly s]elf,

going

slo

flar

as

tlo

tlakle

s] ple cli flic
flacial
fleatures

into

a cclount

and

s] ple clulate
on

a

gleo g] rlaphlic
a rjea

of

o rliglin.

It

was

g] rlote s] qJue.
But

that's

un flortunately
what

I

flound
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my slel f]
doing

in

plla cle

of

sharing

my

slin clere

o plinions

on

njonli njear

p] rloblab] i] 1] ilty
d] i] s]tr] i] b]utions
and

E 1]liot

A D] r]lams

d]i s]t r]i b]uting
c] r]ack]

cJo claine

to

the

b] 1a ck]
clom]mu nliti e]s
of

the

U nlited

Slt aJtes

in

the

Nlinet ee]n
Ei]ghti e]s—but
of

cJourse

njo

one

clan

m]ention

njonli nJear

di s]tr]i bJutions
or

E 1]liot
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A b] rlams
s]e 1]ling
c] rlack]
anymore.

08— 501:685 .731
Govern m]ents
have

lied

to

u s]

al m]o s]t
without

pause

slin] cle

the

1 n]ventio n]
of

the

nation- s]tate,

in

just

A] m]leri cla

a] IJone

w e]'ve

s] eeln

the

IJarge- s] clale

o pplrlession
of

A f] rli c]Jan-A m]er]ic]ans
over

the

clour sle

of

cJenturies,

the

s]tate- slan c]tioned
poiso nlin]gs
of

A f] r]ic]Jan-A m]eri clan
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cJo mmJunities
with

c] rlack]

cJo claine,

of

IJower

c] 1]ass

Clau clasian
cJo m]munities
w iJth

pl rles c] r] i] pltion

plills,

we

have

plo p]

s]tars
named
Llittle
Xanax,

m 1i] ll]ions
of

ch i] I]ldr e]ln
ijn

thi s]
cJountry
flanta slize
a] blout

a] b]using
pl rles] c] rli pltion
nar cloti cls
be flore
they

g0

to

s] Ilee p]
at

night

and

the

F] D] Al,

a

266



r]e glu l]ator y]
blod] y]

with

a]lm plle

flun dling
flor

rleglul alting
ju slt

this

slort

of

blehavior,

a] pplarent lly
thinks
n]othing

of

it.

We

have

one

plo p]

s]tar

n]amed

Llittle

XJ]anax

and

z]ero

phlarma c] eulti clal
e x]e clutives
wh o]'ve

been

plro slec] ulted
flor

p] rlod u] cling
this

Iu rlid

s]tate

of

a ff]airs,

and

th a]t's
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just

s] c]r aJtching
the

slur flac]e
in

Ame rlic]a,
clon flining
our

in qJui rly
to

a

slingle

slide

of

the

Atlanti c]

we

ha vlen't

e vlen
ment iJoned
the

Tur k] i] sh]
o cclu plati]on,
the

geno clides
of

Plol

Plot,

Hit l]er

and

the

Na tiJonal
Slocila 1]is]ts,
the

Gu l]ag,

the

fla m]ine

of

M]ao,

or

the
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plre plon dler]lan cle
of

o]ther

o] cclu plations,
gle n]o clides,
flamines,

and

glen]e r]al
d]ebau clhe rly
which

have

o cclurred

alll

a] cJro ss]

the

g l]obe

mo rje

o r]

1] e] ss]

in c] e] ss]lant 1]ly—yet
njow

the

U nlited

St altes

govern m]ent
ilnfor m]s

]t s]

c] ilti]zens
without

a

t r] a] cle

of

i rjony

that

a
f] a]st-t r] a] ckled
v a] ccline

is

beyond

r]e p] rloach

flor
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a n] y]

a nld

ever] ylone,
with

no

IJong-term

e]m plirli clal
elvi dlen cle
alvai 1]able,
and

i f]

we

qJu e] s]tion
th]at

thlen

we're

e] sslential Iy
e]x clommuni clated
flrom

d]e c]ent

s]o cliety.
We've

blecome

ch]a r] I]atans
plar]

ex clel llen cle
if

we

d]are

men tijon

the

njature

of

njon 1]in]ear
plro blablil]ity
d]is]tri b]uti]ons,
if

we

m e]nt ijon
the

f] a] c]Jt
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th a]t

E 1Jliot

A Db]rams
was

flined

fli flty

do 1]lars
flor

se 1]ling

c] rlack],
if

we

utter

the

ph] r] aJses
njon 1Jin]ear
plro blab] i] 1] ilty
d] i]st r] i] bJution
or

E 1Jliot

A b] rlams
was

a

c] r]ack]
cJo c] ailne
dlea ller
we've

a ppla rlent 1] y]
ble clome
flasci s]ts
in

thi s]

cJount r] y].
S] o]

I

had

n] o]

in k] lling
of

the

r ajcial
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m] a] kleup

of

thi s]

m]jan

s]itting

slo

i nlno clent 1] y]
a cjro ss]
from

m e,

and

eventual 1] y]
I]

just

slaid

to

m y] slelf—you’re
d]is] glus]ting,
th i]s

i]s

glro tles] qlue,
tlakle

out

your

s] mJart phlone
and

dli ck]

a r] oJund

oln

that,

flor

the

slak]e

of

Clhrlis]t

Him slel f],

ju slt

pllease

re mjove

your

s] mJart phJone
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flrom
your

plo ck]et
thi s]

s]e c]ond.
Slo

we
order
our
m]eals.
Mly

f] rliend,
who

I

m]ay

or

m]ay
not

ble

in

love
with,
who

o r] dlers
rlight
bleflor]e
m] e],
or dJers
the

S] plic] yl
Mlak] i]
Pllatter,
slo

we

both
elnd

u p]
ordering
the

exa c]t
s]lame
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m]eal,

the

S] plic] yl
Mlak] i]
P] 1latter,
and

I

ju slt

shot

her

a
Iloo K],
I

IJoo kled
at

her

Ilikle
Are

you
klidding
me?

Wle
cJould

h alve
ajt

Ilea s]t
d]is] c]uss]ed
thi s]
bleflor]e
the
w]aitre ss]
a slked
flor]

the

or dlers,
now
we're

or dJering
the

slame

ex a] c]t

274



meal

b] a] ck]
to

b] a] ck].

09— 483:668 .723
But

thlen

I

th]ink

to

my s] e]l f]
W elll,

i f]

sh e]
doesn’t
ealt

all

eight eeln
pl ie] c]es,
w]hich

sh €]
wlon't,
then

I'll

at

1] ea] s]t
have

the

o pltion
to

s]nag

a

s]ush 1i]
pl ie]cle
or

two

if

I'm

not

com p] 1] elte lly
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flull

a fJter
my
eighteen.
I

gluess

I

clan

ble

a
blit

g] 1] ulttonou s]
when

it

c] olmes

to

s]ushi,

blut

I

al s]Jo—in

t rlue

G] rleek

Ortho d]ox

f] aJshion— t]end
tlo

f] a] s]t

flor

s] ilgn i] f] i] clant
portions

of

the

dlay,

slo

b y]

the

t i]me

d]inner

a] rlri]ves

IIm

a]lways

p] rle plared
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to

sltu ff]

my

fla c]e.

I've

r] eald

m]jo d]ern
mjed] i] c] i]ne
ils

blegi n]ning
to

r] e]cog nlize
value

in

thi s]

fla s]t

and

f] ea] s]t

r] e]lgi m]en
of

ealting,
th]at

thle

bJo d] y]
plerha pls
flunc ti]Jons
more

e ffli cilently]
when

it’ s]

d]e p] rlived
flor

a

ple rliod

of

time.

Blut

1 n]

a nly
clas]e

we
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bloth
or dler
the

S] plic] vyl
Ma K] i]
P]latter,
and

her

d] ald,
who’s

s] a]t
njext

to

m]e,
orders
a
shrimp
njoo d]le
dJish

th a]t

h als
njo

a ppleal
to

ml]e,
njot
that

I

clare,
be clause
I

h ald
njo

pll a]ns
on
sh]aring
the
meal
with
him,
and
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when

th i] s]
sh]r] ilmp
njoo d]le
d] i]sh

i]s
slerved

h i]s
ilni] ti]al
rleac tijJon
is

Wow,

th i] s]

i]s

b i]lg—and
it

ils,

i]t’s

huge.

The

port ijJon
ils
ijmmense.
And

the

njoo d]les,
it

shoul d]
ble
njoted,
are

th i]Jck— it
would

b] e]

n ea]rl y]
im ploss]i b]le
for

one

pler s]on
to

finish
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a
pllate

of

th a]t

m] a]gnitu d]e,
slave

for

the

mlor blid] 1] y]
o bles]e,

in

ju s]t

one

slitting.

S o]

i m]me]dilate 1] yl,
and

olnl] y]

with

the

b] e] s]t

of

int e]ntions,
ble clause

her

d]ad

is

one

of

the

m]o s]t

w e]ll-i n]t e]ntioned
i n] d]ividuals
you'll

ever

cJome

a cjros s],
her

d]ad

s]tarts

to
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o ffler

me

s]lome

of

h i]s

d] i]sh,

and

i]n iJtial 1] y]
I

re fluse

not

on 1] y]

ble clause

I

flind

the

d]ish

una pplea lling
but

p] rlima rlil] y]
ble clause

I'm

ealting

m]y

own

m] ea]l.

But

this

ch]anges

even tula I]ly].

F] a] m]ished
ajs

I

flound

my slel f],

I

obviou s] 1] y]
flinished

m]y

m]eal

not
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on 1] y]
ble flore
a]nyone
e]lse

at

the

ta b]le
blut

clon slide rlab] 1] y]
p] rlior

to

aJnyone
e]ls]e

at

the

ta b]le

c] 1]eaning
their

pl llate—I'm
s]itting
there

with

a

clom p] 1] eJte 1] y]
c] 1] ealn
pl llate
while
e]veryone
e]lse

is

ajt

m]ost

h a]l flway
th] rJough
th]eir
m]eal.
And

my

f] rliend

is
h]ardl y]
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ealting
hler
Mlak] i]
Pl a]tter
ajt

all,
instead
she’s
busy

m] u]n ch]ing
her

c] oulsin’s
General
Tslo
Shrim p],
yet

her

dad,

of
cJourse
m]eaning
well

and
njoti cling
m]y

em plty
d i]sh,
for

the

s]e c]lond
time

a slks

i 1]

I

want
s]ome?
N] o],
n] o]
thlan k]
you,
IT’'m
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flull,

I]

say,

njot
th]in kling
at

all.

Wi th]out
a

s]ingle
th]ought
in

my

s] kJull]
I]

rlepl y]
that

I'm
full—y e]t
in

r] eltrlos]pe] c]t
what
e]ls]e
clould

I

slay?
How
clan

y ou]
rle f] ulse
a

bite

of
s]lomeone’s
meal,

e s]pecial 1] y]
on

a

s]e c]Jond
o ffler,
without
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s]aying

you're

flull?

It's

plro blab] 1] y]
the

on 1] y]

a ccle plta b]le
excu sle,
fleigning

flull n]ess,

blut

njow

I've

p] l]aced

mysel f]

ijn

a

b] ilt

of

an

iJm b]r o]g 1li o],
ble clause

her

dad

thin ks

I'm

f]ull,

blut

I'm

a cltually
the

flur thle s]t
ploss]li blle
thling

flrom

flull— b]e cJause
s]ush i]
never

f] i]lls

y]ou.
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Y]ou

f] i]nish
a

pl llate
of
sJush i]
and

the

flir s]t
th] ilng
you
th]iln k]
ils

I

cJould
g0

flor

a

Iittle
more
slush i].

10— 441:639 .690
Eight ee]n

p ie]cles

of

f] i]sh- f] iJlled
s]ushi

and

I'm

not

e]ven

remo]Jte 1] y]
c] 1] o]se

to

flull.

All

my

th ou]ghts

rlev o]lve

a rjound
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clon s]um]ing
m]ore

slush 1],

of

which

I

s] ee]

p] llent y],
ble clause

m]y

cJom planion,
m]y

1]over,

is
blare 1] y]
even
touching
her

S] plic] vyl
Mlak] i]
P] 1]atter.
Slo

now

II'm

tlr yling
tlo

dlev i]se
a

m]etho d]
of

c] IJan d]e s]tine 1] y]
s]n ea]king
a

few

pl ie] cles
of

s]aid
s]ush i]
into

m]y

m] ou]th
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with oult
m]y

clJom p] alnion’s
d ald
n]oticing,
njot

that

he

would

clare,

but

ju s]t

on

plrin cli plle.
I

already

inh aJled

m]y

m]eal,

ei]ght ee]n

pl ie] cles

of

f] ilsh- f] i]lled
s]ushi,

and

now

I'm

c]l ailming,

to

my

f] rliend’s
flather,

that

I'm

flull,

but

then

rlem]or slelless]l] y]
cJon s] ulming
the

s] u]sh i]
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s]itting
next

to

my

p] 1l]ate?
That
just
wasn’t
a]
plal]lata b]le
o pltion
in

m] y]
m] ijnd
at

the

t i]me.
I
wanted
to
aJvoid
that
s]cenario
if
plossli blle.
Yet

as

I'm

cJon c]o c]ting
a

p] llan
to

s]urre pltitiou s] 1] y]
extra c]t
this
foreign
s]ush 1i]
into

m]y
m]outh
m]y
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flriend’s
cJousin
tlak]es
her

flor k]
and

s] tlarts
eating
her
sJush i]—po t]entiall y]
my

slush i].
I'm
watching
my
flriend’s
flather
struggle
to

f] ilni]sh
h i]s
glar glantuan
shrimp
1lo

m]ein

on

m]y

e flt,
then
watching
m]y
flriend’s
cJousin
m]ethodi clal]ly
ealt
ea]ch

1]e fJtover
p] ie]cle
of

this

S] plic] yl
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M]lak] i]

P] l]atter

on

m] y]

r ilght.

Then

I

Iloo K]

a] c] rjoss

the

t a] b]le

and

blegin

sh] a]Jmele ss]1] y]
r] a] cilal 1] y]
slpe clJul] a]ting
algain,

just

tlo

mJom]len tlari 1] y]

get

m] y]

m] ilnd

off

this

wh o]le

Slpi c] yl
Mlak i]-1] o]
m]ein

imb r] o]gllio].
As

the

m]eal

clon c] 1] ulded
there

were

tw o]

or

th r] ee]
slush 1]

pl ie] cles

291



1eft,

my

cJom planion
says
H]ave
one,

and

I

shake

my

h]ead,
realizing
the

e nltire

e n] d]eavor,
th i]s

m i]ssion
to

obt ailn
m]ore

S] plic] yl
Mlak 1],
was
dJoomed
to

f ai]lure.
I

con s]idered
a s] kling
her

tlo

tlakle

the

plie cles
h o]me,
but

n o]—thi s]
urge

for

m]ore
Mlakli
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ils

m] i] s]gu 1i] dled,
I]

thought,
it’s
already

d] oo]med
t o]

f aillure,
it's

t oo]

1] alte

for

that.

The

S] plic] vyl
Ma K] i]
P] 1]atter
was

de llicious,
but

tlo

tlakle

h o]me
the

1left o]ver
sushi
wasn’t

a
plal]atable
o pltion
tlo

me

at

the

t]ime.
And

a

flunny
thing

o cclurred,
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I

a cltua lly
blegan

to

fleel

flull

as
e]veryone
ellse

blegan

t o]

clon c] 1] ulde
their
m]eals— d]e s] plite
r]e m]aining
hung r] y]
i mm]e] d] ilate 1] y]
a flter
flinishing
m]y

eight ee]n
p] ie] cles
of

slush 1],

b y]

the

t i]me
e]veryone
e]lse

clon c] IJudled]
their
d]inner

I

somehow,
no

IJonger

felt

hung rly,
d]e s]pite
eatilng
noth ing
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i] n]
the

i] n]terim,
for

the
above
s]aid
r]easons.
But,

1 n]

a ny]
clas]e,
onto

thi s]

ane c]d oJte— s] o]

it

was

a

few

years

ag o]

at

this

ploint,

Ho r]atio

was

plro blab] lly
there,

it

was

a

mo rje

o r]

Iles s]

nJonde s]crlip]t
nlight,

abso lJute lly
n]othing

of

njote

was
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o c]curring,
and

I

thin k]
all

of

us

were

ajt

th a]t
ploint
qJuestioning
wlhy

wle

w]ere

e]ven

out,

wlhy

wle
w]eren't

at

home

s 1] ele pling
Ili k]e
young
children.

11— 469:700 .670
Wle

w]ere

at

the

D] ealn
Hotel

on
Wlashington
St r] ee]t
in

a
dlar k]
bla ck]
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blar
cJalled
the

M]lag dJal] e] n]a

R]oom
where
n]othing
m]uch
of
njote
was
going
on,
nlear lly
n]othing
of

n] olte
was
ever

g oling
on

w] iJth iln
the
w]alls
of

this

h o]tel
blar,
njever
m]ind
in

the

bla clk
room,
w]hich
wlas

d ilm1] y]
1] iJt

1 n]

a n]

aJl mJost
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a] b]r a]sive

w aly

and

usual 1] y]
ajt

h allf

clap a] clit vyl
at

ble s]t.

Blut

mlay ble
that’s

what

the

v]enue

1 njte n] d]ed,
m] alyble

the

m] ailn

goal

of

the

v]enue

was

a b] r] al]si] v]e
iJte r] aJtions
of

d]im

lighting

alnd

h allf

clap a] clities.
I n]

a nly

c] a] sle,

I'm

with

a

flew

f] rliends,

Ho r] a]tio
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m aly

have

been

there,

and

tlw o]

well- t] o]-d o]
An gllo

glirls

are

there,

alnd

one

of

us—not
mJe—a ttlempts
to

clo- mlin glle
with

the

tlwo

Aln gllo
glirls,

alnd

a

cJonver s]ation
en slues.

One

of

our

f]riends

is

with oult

a
d ou]bt

ai]lming

to

e] n]galge

1 n]

clon s] elns u]al
s] e]xu]al
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e] n] clounters
with

these

girls

in

the

near

fluture,

at

I]east

if

the

e] n] clounter
goes

a] cclor dJing
to

his

p] 1]an,
h]owever,

hlis

p] l]an

is

a] blout

to

g0

un e]xpleclte d] 1] y]
aJwry,

things

are

in

n o]

way

a] blout

to

g o]

a] cclor dJing
to

his

p] 1] a]n,
alnd,

in aldve rlte n]tl] yl],
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I'm

a b]out

to

ensu rje
his

p] 1llan

is

foiled

i] n]

a n]
iJrrever]si b]le
man njer.
Nlot

in

the

s] 1lighte s]t
are

things

goin g]

a] cclordin g]
to

his

p llan],

a n]ld

I'm
inadvertent 1] y]
a] blout

to

b] el

the

clause

of

the

foillin g].
Ilnev iJta b] lly
bloth

girls

1] i]ve

iln

the

p] 1Jush
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plart

of

the

clity,

they

don’t

h]ave

jlobs,

or

they

h]ave

jlobs

they

c 1] ea]r 1] y]
re c] eilved
due

to

s]tatu sles

of

b] eling
young

and

opu l]ent,
they

ilnev iJta b] lly
bleg iln

to

d 1] s]eu ss]
the

variou s]
plro plerti e]s
their

fami llie]s’
own,

in

Slan]

F rlan] clis]co
I

ble llieve,
plerha pls

s o]me
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oJther

out rlageous 1] y]
o] plul]ent
are aJs

of

the

U S],

may b] e]
e]ven

over s] ea]s.
I

florget

the

s] plecliflic]
1]o c]ales,

I

a cltual lly
plaid

1ittle

to

no

atte nJtio n]
to

a nlything
ei]ther

of

th e]se

An g] 1o
glirls

said,

there

were

a

flew
1Jocales

whe rle

thei r]
flathers’
owned

th]is

pl rlo plerty
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or
th]at

pl rlo plerty,
thley’d

sJu mm]er
here

or

thley’d

s]u mm]er
th]ere,

but

it

was

a]ll

oJpu llent

1 n]

a nly
clas]e,

s]ome

a rlea
where

olnlly

the

m o] sjt

eg rleg ilJous
d 1] ck]heads
1] i]ve.

It

d] i] din’t
partliclul]ar 1]y
offend

me,

yet

their

tlone

was

clon dJes]cen d]in]g
1 n]

a

way

that
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al m]os]t
m]ade

you

be 1] ie]ve
they

v ielwed

y ou]

as

an

e]qual,
w]hich

i] n]furiated
m e].
Wlhen

pleo plle

i] n]vete rlate 1] y]
blel] ielve
them s]elves
to

b] el

s]u pJe rlior,
yet

s]till

h alve

the

au d] a] clity
to

clon d]es]cend
as

i f]

you're

almo s]t

e (Juals,
it s]

i]n fluriating.
Als

it

slo

h aJppened,
I’ d]

been
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s]tu dlying
a n]

exte n] dled
dJo cJlume n]tary
on

the

inter njet

at

wor K]

th a]t

a] flter n]Joon,
it

was

a

slow

a] flter nJoon
th a]t

a] flter n]Joon,
rlegar dJing
the

m alting
habits

of

dJol phlins,
in

flact

this

vi d]eo

went

into

g r] ealt
d]etail

rlegar dJing
the

s] plecliflic]
m]e clhani c]s
of

how

dJol phlins
pler florm
slex,
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and

I

pl] rloclee dled]
to

share

thi s]

in flor m]ation
rlegar dJing

the

s] pleclif]ic]
m]e clhani c]s
of

dJol phlin
s]exual

inter clour sle
with

the

g rloup.

12— 520:719 .723
A] pplarently
this

was

a]

bit

of

a]

faux

plaus

on

my

plart,

D e] m]o—it
was

c] 1]ear
these

young

f] e] m]ales,
although

i nnjJo clent
e njou ghl],
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were
ju s]t

of

a

sle plar]ate
c] 1]ass],
alnd

thley

be llieved

ilt,

alnd

thley

knew

ilt,

alnd

thley

had

no

rle s] plect
flor

the

w elll

v e] r] i] flied
inte]ll i]gence
of

dol phlins
and

their

s]exual
m]ating
m]echanic s].
It

was

t] r] ule

t] o]

them

th]at

thley

were

s]u pJe rlior—their
an cle s]tors
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were
having

plebble

wars

and

ealt ilng

m e]diJum- rlare
s]qui rrlel,

wlhile

our

an cje sJtors

w]ere

w rliting

ex tlen slive
clomm]en tlarlies
on

m]leta ph]ylsi] cls
and

en flor cling
cJom]p l]e x]

s]y s]tems

of

t]axation,

blut

in

our

c]u r]rent

mi l]ieu

they

were

bloth

un d]oubted] 1] y]
of

s]u p]le rlior

sJto cK]

to

aJnyone

e]ls]e

in

the

rjoom,
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e s] pleciall] y]
m]y s]elf.

That

m]uch

cJould

not

be

dl]i s] pluted,
and

I

dJon't

dlis] pl ulte
it

t o]

thi s]

d]ay.

Yet

to

d]is] c]uss]
the

i n]trliclaclies
of

dJol phli n]
i nJter clour sle
was,

in

their

eyes,
s]omething
rlevoltin g],
s]omething
flor

I]a ck]

of

a

better

word

c] 1]a ss]1]e ss].
It

was

e sslentia 1]ly]
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a
Mlarxi s]t

ane c] d] olte,
n] o]ting

sl pleclifliclal]ly]
how

dJol phlin

p] e] nJis]

ple nletrates

dJol phlin

vag ilna

in

the

M]lag d]al] e] n]a
R]oom

that

nlight.

I

g rlew

up

i nJun d]ated
with

Angl] o]-Saxons,
D] elm o],

and

I]

k n] olw

when

IT’m

b eling

viewed

ajs

aln

Other,

in

fa c]t

I

k nJow

it
ilns]tilncltilve 1] yl,
it’s
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sJomething

that

e sslential 1] y]
r] ulns

in

my

b] 11 oold,

and

this

was

a

plarti clul]ar 1] y]
eg r] elgiou s]
clas]e.

And

it

ble clame

plarti clul]ar 1] y]
eg r] elgious
flo llJowing

m]y

m]o n]o lJogue

i l[Ju m]in]ating
the

mjeclha nlic]s
of

dol phli n]

1 n]jter clour s]e.
I

m] aly

have

m] ajde

a

flew

sJub s]e qJuent
o ff]- cJolor
c]o mm]ents

on cle

the

cJonver s]ation
was
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c] 1] ea]r 1] y]
going

clomp 1] e]te 1] yl
dJownhill,

on cle

thi s]

d]is] c]ussion
was

c] 1]ear 1] y]

i rlre plar]ab]le.
I

p] rloblab] 1] y]
rlaised

my

v]oi cle

to

an

ina d] vlisa b]le
d]e cliblel

le vlel.

Blut

1 n]

a nly

c] alse

I

c] alme

to

d]e s]pise

these

two

i nn]Jo clent
young

fe m]ales.

And

in

rlet r] o] s] plect,
if

I'm

h] o]lding

m]y slel f]

to
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the

hlighe s]t
s]tandard
of

hone s]ty,
I

de s] plised
them

at

flir s]t

s]ight.

The

s]e c]Jond

our

f] rlie n]d—Ho r] a]tio
m] aly

have

bee n]

there— m] alde
the

a cqJu ailntan cle
of

th e]se

two

f] e] m]ales

I

i m]me] d] iJate 1] y]
d]e s]pised

them.

In s]tinctive 1] y]
I

k nlew

thle

thlr ee]

of

us

cJould

njever

b e]

clordial,

th a]t

314



plerh a] pls
the
s] a] ckling
of

Clon s]tan t]in] o] plle

in

Tlwelve
Olh

Four

s]till

dlivi dled]
us

1 n]

a n]

i mm]utable
m]a n]ner.

I

ble llieve

in

the

pler pletuating
clha rlac]te rlis]t
of

b] 1]ood,
D]e m]o,

I

dJon’t
clar]e

what

the

s]cienti s]ts
s]ay.

Slpi rlits
are

a]l wlays
a]Jmong

us

and

wlhere
bletter

to

cls
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blury

th]em s]elves
th]an

wlithin

our

bllood s]t rleams?
If

the

slpi rlits

of

an cje sJtors
are

b]lu rlied

any wlhere
it s]

w] i]Jth ou]t

a
d ou]bt

in

our

bllood s]t rleams.
If

the

tortured

s]ouls

of

our

muti 1]ated

an cje sJtors

are

b]Ju rlied

any wlhere

in

the

w]orld

ijt’ s]

w] i]Jthin

our

b] 1]lood s]tr] ea]ms,
D e]mo.

F rlom
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the

sleco n]d

I

slaw

these

two

in n]o clent,
d]e clent-looking
girls

I

d]e s]pised
them,

and

I

n] elver

qu e]st iJoned
ilt.

IIn s]tin c]tively
I

k n] ew]
dlis] clussling
d]Jol phlin
blo nlers

would

ble

a blho r]rent
t o]

these

in njJo clent
young
flemales,

and

I

rlelayed

the

a njec] d]ote
without
hesitation.

13— 448:606 .739
The
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s]e c]Jond
their

fla cJes

f] illled

w 1i]th

d] i] slgust
ajt

my

a] nlec] d]ote
I

was

s] al]ti alted.
If

they

wal k]ed

ilnto

th i] s]

rjoom

rlight

njow

I' d]

imm e] d] i]atel y]
start

to,

yet

again,

d]is] c]uss]
the

me clhani c]s
of

d]ol ph]i] n]
i] nJter clour s]e.
D]ol phlins
are

high 1]y

i n]te Il]ige n]t
m]a mm]als— w]lhy
shouldn't

wle

I]earn,

in- d]epth,
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a blout
their
m]ating
ha blits?
It

s ee]ms
entire 1] y]
IJogical

to

me,

e]ven
now.

Yet

wle
should

be

hone s]t
w]ith

our s]elves,
wle
shouldn’t
min cje
w]ords,
wle
shouldn't
clowler
to

euphe mlism,
be clause
every o]ne
is

Ang l]o.
M] ay] ble
I

haven’t

m] alde
that

a] bJundant 1] y]
¢ llear
yet,

blut
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we're

a]ll

essentia 1] y]
Angl]o,

we

cJontain

resi d]ual
amounts

of

the

H e]ll] elni c],
we’re

dlir]ec]t

dle slce n] d]an]ts
of

the

sJo- c]alled
Byzantine,
the

plowo olvv 1],
but

e] sslential 1] y]
elve rlyone

is

Angl] o],

u s]

in c] 1Juded.
You

may

slit

here

and

pl r] o] p] olse
that,

s]ay,

Pluert o]

R]i clans

are

s]Jomehow
d]is]tin c]t
from
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the

m e] d] i]lan
w]hite,

wlhen

in

a cltua llity
PJluerto

R]i clans

are

Angl]o.

But

DJom] i] n] i] clans
are

d] ilffe rlent,
rlight?>— n] o],
D]om] i] n] i] clans
are

a] cJtua 1]ly
Alng 1] o]

ajs

well.

A] 1] r] o]- A] m]erliclans
are

in c] rled]ib 1] y]
Alng 1] o],

in

fla c]t.

The
PJortuguese

are

d]e flinite 1] y]
Angl]o,

thley'’re

thle

a plex

of

Angl]o,

the

S] planish

ajre

all s] o]
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t] oJta Iy
Angl]o,

and

the

I t]alians

are

als

Alng lJo

ajs

anyone,

Fi 1]i pli n] o]s—we
clan’t

de nly

their

e sslentia 1]
Ang 1]i clism,
be clause
we’re

all

e sslentia 11]y]
e] qlua 11]y]
Angl] o],
wherever
Clatho 1]i c]ism
and

iJt s]

meta ph]ylsilcs
has

s]p rlead,

the

Angl]o

w]orld

wlith ou]t

a
d ou]bt

has

flo 1llowed,

whe r]ever

the

s]ordid

meta ph]ylsi] cls
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of

the

C] aJtho 1lic]
church

h a]s

p] 1] alnted
its

r]oots,

Alng 1Jiclism
has

p] rlo1]if]er]ated
unab r]idged.
Alng 1]os,

F] rlan K]s,
Ve nletia n]s,
Italians,

the

Ger m]anlic]
t] rlibes,

we

shloul d]n’t
1]ose

m]uch

s] 1]eep

in

d]i sltingu i] sh]ilng
these

tlerms,

ble clause
they're

all

slub] s] e] clts
of

each

other

e] sslen tiJa 1]y,
we

sh]ouldn’t

1lie

to

our slelves
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about
th]at.
Th]lese
tlerms

e] n] clompa ss]
the

e] n] tlire
world

and

for

that

r ealson
s]ub sle qJuent 1] y]
m ealn

e sslentia 1]ly]
nothing.
We

a]ll

a] ttlempt
tlo

quar rly

g rlou pls
of

pleo plle
off

by

the

t] ilnt

of

their

s k] i]n,
the

sha pJes

of

their

eyes,

the

clon t]ours
of

their
njoses,
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thle

th] 1] ck] n]e ss]
of

their

1] ilpsl,
when

the

rlea 1Jit y]
is

elve rlyone
is

e]ssential 1] y]
Alng 1] o].
Mi clhael
Jlor dJan

ils

ilnclre dlib] 1] y]
Alng 1] o].
As

are

L]arry

Blird

and

Sha q] ui] ll]e
O'N ea] 1].
Clait llyn
Jle n]lner

is

njoth i]ng
ilf

njot

Alng o,
alnd

the

Klard a]shians
are

the

slpiltt ilng
iJm a]ge

of

Alng 1] i] c] i]sm.
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The
world
i]s

ilnclre dJib] 1] y]

clomp llex,
blut

at

times

it

clan

ble

dlivi d]ed
elven 1] y]
in t] o]
t]Jw o]—the
Angl] o]
world

and

the

s] o]- c]alled
Gree K]
w]orld,
wlhich

n o]
IJonger

exi s]ts.

14— 448:651 .688
The

world

i]s

iln cJredi b] 1] y]
clom p] 1]ex,
b]lut

at

clertain

times

it

clan

b] e]

easi 1] y]
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s] p] 1] i]t
d]Jown

the

m 1] dd]le,
at

t]imes

the

world

re d] u] cles
t] o]

e sslential 1] y]
tlw o]

d]i m]ensions,
in

s]ome

wlays

the

w]orld

on 1] y]

exi s]ts

tlwo

d]i m]ensional 1] yl,
the

s] cJhi sm]
be t] wleen
the

Clatho 1]i c]i sm]
that

over tloo K]
the

w]orld

and

the

Orthodox y]
that

e]ventual 1] y]
ble c]lame
mjorje

o r]

1] e]ss
e]xtinguished,
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m]ay ble
that's

one

in s]tan cle
of

b] ilnar y]
s] ilm p]li] c] iltyl,
the

i]de a]

of

a]

God

who

w a]nts
to

hear

your

plett y]
slins,

who
w]ants

to

s] pleak
wlith

you

and

have
s]ome

ty ple

of

rlel]atilon shli pl.

A

pler s]onal
rlel]Jatilon sh]i] p]
w 1i]th

God—it’ s]

the

mo s]t

ab s]urd

thing.

It’ s]
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e sslential 1] y]
ajth elism.
There's

on 1] y]
one

end-g a]me
to

be lJieving
the

a] 1l]eged
Clre a]tor
of

the

Univer sle
wants

to

h]ear

a] blout
h]ow

you

slto 1le

a

blag

of

L]ays

chip s]
from

your

Ulni v]er slity
clon vlenien cle
s]tore

as

an
eilghteen
year
old—the
on 1] y]
end-g alme
to

that

s]ort
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of

meta ph]ylsi]ces
i]s

a]Jtheism.

It’ s]

r ulth 1less]l] y]

d] ua]llis]t
blut

al s]o

dJe l]ightful 1] y]
athei s]t.

I f]

y ou]

tr ully]

blel] ielve
God

w] i]shes

to

s]peak

w] i]th

ylou

about

the

yloung

man

ylou

v] i]cilous 1] y]
threatened
with

vlio llen cle
w]hen

yJou

w]ere

on 1] y]

ninet eeln
y]ears

old

th e]n

ylou're

e] sslential 1] y]
an
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ath ei] s]t.
That’ s]

how

we

cJould

be s]t

de s] c] rlibe
it.

An

idea

th]at

thle

ex plerlien cle
of

God

is

sJumma rlized
verbal 1] y],
alnd

th a]t

all

s] plirJitual
ex plerlien cle
mu s]t

d]efer

to

a n]

i n]tel 1]ectual
un dler s]tan dJing
of

it—we're

all

Angllo

now.

of

clour sle

I

d]e s]pised

th o]se

two

1 nnJo clen]t

331



An g] 1] o]
glirls,

be clause

I]

slaw

m] y] slelf
in

them—in
slo

m]any

ways

I've

ble c]Jome

a n]

i1 nnJo clent
An g] 1]o
glirl

ju s]t

bly

d ilnt

of

1] i]vilng
ijn

the

world

ijn

a

clon t] ilnuous
fashion.

Wh y]
haven’t

I]

re tlired

tlo

an

o b] s] clure
mountain
s]lomewhere,
to

ble clo m]e
pwuo oJovn
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again?

Blut

that’s

wh y]

I]

have

no

qJualms

a b]out

de s] plising
clertain

p] eo] plle
for

no

plarti cJul]ar
r ea]son— b]le c]ause,
at

b]lottom,
we're

all

essentia Iy
Angl]o.

Yet,

if

we'’re

bleing

hone s]t
with

our s]elves,
it’ s]

olnl] y]

the

h o]Jme lless
who

t rul] y]
r]ecognize
the

absur d]ity
of

our

a ll]ege d]
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ilnd] iJvi]ldua lJism—a

ploor

guy

s] 1] ee] pls
in

the

sltr eelt,
alnd

we

ajet

ajs

if

he

mjur]de rled
a

m]jan.

S] olme o]ne
falls

on

hard

times,

bleg ilns

d] r] ilnk i]lng
heavi 1] y],

p rlobJab] 1] y]
d]oes

a

d] e]cent
amount

of

d] r]ugs,

hle

I]oses

hlis

job,

hlis

h]ome,

hlis

wife

1]eaves

h]im,
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hle’s

rle d]Ju cled
to
blegging
pleo plle
on

s]tr]eet
clorners
for

dJo I]lar
blills

and

s] 1]eeping
in

a lJley wlays,
and

wle

a] clt

als

i f]

hlis
h]ardshi p]
is

a nj

i n] clonvenie
flor

u s]—we’re
o fflended
at

his
ploverty.
I've

ex plerien cled
m]ore
mjali cle
dlir]e c]ted
at

bums

in

the

plas]t

n cle
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d]e clade

tha n]

a nly

pl r] elvi]ous
d]e c]ade

I

clan

rle clall,

the

mali cle
toward
bums

s] ee]ms

to

b e]

in c] r] ea] s]ing
in

this
cJountry

ajt

aln

alm o]st

exp o]nential
r]ate.

15— 553:720 .768
They

v]iew

it

as

a

sle v]ere

aff rJont

to

th]eir

1]i blerty
th]at

a
bJum—who
s] 1] ee] pls
in

336



a 1leyls
and

rlemains
plar kJed

e sslential 1] y]

at

d]eath’s
d]Joor

d]ay

and
night—should
a s] k]
them

for

s] plare
change.
Our

s]o cliet y]
ab jlect 1] y]
fails

pleo plle,
and

pleo plle
wlith

a llleged
moral
s]tanding
w]ithin
our

s]o cliet y]
can

hard 1] y]
b] el
b]lothered
to

e]ven
wlitne ss]
a

blum,

to

gaze
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at
a
blum

flor

a
b] rlie f]

pe rliod

of

time,

i f]

they’re

flor cled

to

e]ven
mlin]im]al 1] y]
1 njte r] a] c]t
with

a

blum

they

v]iew

it

ajs

a

s]ort

of

s] a] c] rlillege.
Vl]iewing

a

pler s]on
slans

a

dJomi clile

is

clon s]id]ered
an

aff rlont

to

good

t]a s]te.

Blut
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who
wouldn't
tlos s]

a

clou plle
ex tjra
bla ck]

if

they

n] o]
longer
h]ad

a

h] olme?
There’s

n] o]
doubt
that

tlo

slome

ex tlent
we—all

of

u s]—have
failed

th e]se

p] eo]pJle
in

slome
way
that’s
plro blab]ly]
mate r] i]al.
It s]

one

thing

to

ble

d] owln
and
oult— b]ut
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to

ble

on

the

sltr]eet

d] rlin Kk]ing

a
hal f]- f]illed

C] o] c] a]-C] o] 1] a]

b]ottle

f] i]lled

w iJth

i] 111] c] i]t
slub] sJtan cJes,
a slking
s]t r]langers
for

mon ey],

c] l]ear 1] y]
on 1] y]
partia 11]y]
a wjarje
of

wlhe rle
you

are,

that
sh]ould,

f] rlan k] 1] yl,
be

sh]ame f]ul
flor

all

of

us.

Any o]ne
clan

be ¢] o]me
a

c] r] a] ck]
alddi c]t.
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If

the

h i] s]to rly
of

c] rlack]

in

this

clJount rly
has

taught

u s]
a]nything

it's

that

alny o]ne
clan

be c] o]me

a

c] r]a ck]head.
We're

all
claplab]le

of

ble c]Joming

c] r]a ck]heads,
given

the

a pplr]op] rliate

clir cJum s]tan c]es.

The

whites

of

A] mlerlicla
1] aJughed
ajt

the

b 1] a] ck]s
of

A] mlerlicla
du rling

the

341



c] r] a] ck]

e rja,

as

the

U nlited
States

govern m]ent
plum pled

c] r] a] ck]
into

b] 1] a] ck]
nJeigh blorhoods,
on lly

to,

dJe clad]es
I]ater,

f i]nd

ent ijre

IJower- c] 1]a s]s
white

clom]mu nlit iels
tJurned

in t]o

jun k] ie]s,

bla ckled

bly

the

U nlited
Sltates

govern mjent,
bla ckled

bly

the

phar m]a cleuti c]al
cJompanies,
who

ilnd 1i] s] c] r] i] m] i] nlate 1]y
to ssled

he rJoin

e (luiva llents

at
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any
IJower- ¢] 1]a ss]
white

w]ith

a

s]p r]ained

an k]le

that

w]ent

tlo

their

ph ylsi]ei]an.
A n]

e n] tlire

ge nlerjation
of

white

junkies

e mjerged

s ee]mling 1] y]
overn ilgh t],
the

IJaughter

of

wh i] t]es

c] a] ck]lling
at

c] r] a] ck]

clo c]Jaine

un dJoubted 1] y]
rlesoun d] i]ng
ijn

the

b] a] cklg r]ound.
Yet

just

as

the

b] 1la ck]

plo plul]ation
of
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Amerlicla

e sslential 1]y
had

no

choi cje

blut

to

ble clome

b] 1] a] ck]

c] r] a] ck]heads,
the

white

plo plu 1]ation

of

A mleri cla
has

si mlillar 1] y]
invo IJun tlari 1] y]
tlran s] flormed
in t]o

white

jun k]ies.
Ph]arma cleuti c]al
clom plan ie]s
have

a tJtained

m]ul t] i]-billion
dol 1]ar

mjar Kkjet
clapls

al m]o s]t

ex c] lJusivelly
by

t]Jurning

ploor

wlh iJtes

in t]o

wlhiJte

jun Klies.

Yet

no
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o]ne

w]ants

to

d]eal

w]ith
wlhiJte

jun k]ies
wlhi]le
they’re

d]rin kJing
w] ilne

alnd

h a]ving
a]p ple tlizers.
The

slerlve r]s
and

the

cJus] tlome r]s
clonve r] sle
about

what

slte pls
the

clity

should
tlakle

tlo

cloun tler] a] c]t
the

white

jun klies
and

the

b 1] a] ck]
c] r] a] cklheads
who

invade

the

1] ilnes

of
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s i]ght
of

pleo plle
who've

d] rliven
tens

of

miles

to

s] tlu ff]
their

fla cles
with
clallam]ar]i
and
m]jozza rlell]a
s] tlick]s
and

ja I]apleno
plo pplers,
to

d] rJink
c] rlaft
beers

and

s]u ck]
d]Jown
wine

s] p] rlitzers.
Th e]se
p] eo] p]le
just

clan’t

get

enou gh]
t r] alns
f] alt,
and

they

hate
bJums.
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Th e]se

pl eloplle

s] plend
hours

a

day

exam i]nilng
the

ilnt rlic]aclies
of

c] rlaft

bleer

b]lut

clom p] 1] elte 1] y]
I]a ck]

the

teme rlit y]
to

e]ven

s] p] ea]k]
with

a

bJum.

16— 516:676 .763
It

never

oceurs

to

any

of

th e]se

p] eo] plle
th]at

th]eir

own

I]atent

ma 1] i] cle

ils

dlir]ect lly
rle sJpon s]ible
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flor

the

d]il]a plid] a]ted
slt alte

of

their

flel 1Jow

c] iJti]zens,
th]at

th]eir

clom p] 1] i] c] iltyl,
their

myo pli c]
and

en d]urling
i dlio c] y]
has

dlire c]tl] y]
r]esulted

in

a

s]tate

that’s

shame 1]e ss]1] yl]
p] rlod]Juc]ed
white

jun k]ies

alnd

b 1] a] ck]

c] r] a] cklheads
at

a lJarming
r]ates.

It’s

a

shame

th]at

thle

¢ ity

i]sn't

d]Joing
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more,
th e]se

pl eo] plle
s] ay]
without

a

t] r] a] cle
of

i rjony,
and

thlen

thley

d]is] c]uss]
the

tlange rline
a f]ter tlas]te
in

an

over p] rlicled
c] rlaf]t
bleer.

Do

you

t]aste
tlange rline
at

all>—No,

I

was

getting

a]

blit

of

a]

Blartlett
plear

a fJter t]as]te!
The

pleo plle
who

d] rlink
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c rlaf]t

bleer,

it

s] ee] m]s

to

m] e],

dle s] plite

their

a d]van tlageou s]
and

clal cJul]ated
ploses

of

Ilibe r]allism,
are

the

m]o s]t

una pJo lJogeti c]a ll]y
cla plita 1]i s]t
c] r] i] m] i]nals
we

have

ijn

th i] s]

clount rly.

I've

never

heard

a
c] rlaf]t

bleer

enthusia s]t
a plol]ogize
flor

the

idio cly

of

his

clal cJul]ated
1]i bleral
ploses.
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The

c] rlaf]t
bleer

d rlin Kklers
instead

m ai|nt ailn
a

t rlans plar]ent
plose

of

blenign

1li ble r]al]ism,
y e]t

s] pl elnd
all

of

their

t] ilme

t] r] yling
tlo

de tlec]t

the

s] llighte s]t
t] rlacle

of

Bart l]ett
plear

iln

a]

Clo c]onut
IIndi a]

P] a]le
Alle—as

o pplosed
tlo

elve n]

a] tltem p]ting
to

hlel p]

any

of
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their
fellow
h]Juman

b elin]gs.
Th e]se

p] eo] plle
who

su pplort
c] rlaft
bleer

ch oo]se

t o]

bluy

b] rlands
that

a 1llelge] d] lly
d]o n]ate
to

Good
Clauses,
they

p] o] s]t
to

s] o]cial
p] l]atforms
to

make

pleo plle
they

d oln't

k n] ow]
aware
th]at

thley

bluy

The

S] o]cially
Re s] plon slib]le
Bleers,

k n] o]wing
elntire 1] y]
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well

that

all

of

these

d o] n]ations
are

e] slsentia 11]y]

cri m]i n]al,
that

n] olne
of

thi s]

m] o] n]ey
ever

r] ea]ches
the

p] eo] plle
it

n] eelds
to

r] ea]ch,
wh i]ch
i]s

rlea dlily
a plpa rlent,
ble clause
when
they

slit
d]Jown

to

or d]er
s]aid

c] rlaft
bleer

all

they

slee

are
bJums.
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Olnly

a
c] rlaf]t
beer

d rlin Kkler
would

clon c] lude

the

m] o]st

e fflicient
way

of

h] e]lping
hlis

f] e] 1]low
h]u m]an
b] eling
is
bluying
m]ore

c] rlaf]t
b] ee]r.
The

rlea l]ity
is

njone

of

us

k n] o]w
wlhat

t o]

d o]
w]ith
blums,
wle’re

pl rlivy
to

n] o]
blum

s]o 1]utions,
n] o]
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s]o Iution
to

our

blum

p] rlob] llems,
yet

we

k njow
all

of

these
bJums

are

e sslentia Iy
Angl]o.
The

white

jun k]ie
and

b] 1] a] ck]
c]r a] cklhead
are

b] olth

at

b]lottom
entire 1]y
Angl] o].
We

k n] o]w
how

to

p] rlod] u]ce
b] u]ms,
b] u]t

we

have

n] o]

i d]ea
w]hat

t o]

d] o]
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w]ith

these

b] ulms
o]nce

wle've

p] r]o dJuced
them.

We

p] rlod]Juc]e
blums

shame lless]1] yl,
and

then

even

more

sh]lame 1]e ss]1] y]
w e]

sh]uln

th e]se

b] ulms
from

a ccleptab]le
s]o cliety.

Yo u]ll

never

meet

a]

pler slon

at

a]

rlestau rlant
d owlnt owln
who

u]sed

to

ble

a

bJum.

It's

im ploss]li blle
for
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blums

to

rle-en tler

in t]o

s]o cliety,
there's

a

w]all,

an

in sJurmounta b]le
w]all

that’s

clon s]tr]uc]ted
a rjound
ever] y]

b] ulm

ijn

th i]s

c] oulnt r] y],
betw eeln

the

st r] eelts

of

a

d] ownt ow]n
and

the

rlestau r]ants
of

a

d] ow]nt ow]n.
A

r]estau r]ant- gloer
clan

ble c]lo m]e

a
b] ulm,

b] u]t

a
b] ulm
will
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never
a glain
ble clome
a

rlestau r]ant- gloer.

17— 500:689 .726
The

harsh

rea l]ity

is

th]at
th]ere’s
1]ittle

we

can

d]o

flor

our

fle llJow

c] ilti]zens
who’ve
reached
s]uch
d]illaplid] aJted
s]t aJtes
more

th]an

slim p] lly
talking

to

thlem,

and

th i]s

i]s
sJomething
anyone
who's
bleen

in

a
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dlil]aplid] a]ted
s]t a]te

knows

to

ble

p] rlo flound 1]y
t] rlue.

The

e n] tlire

i n]du sltrly
of

s]t r]i pplers
and

w h]ores,

in

flact,

should

ble
rlehlablil]it a]ted
b] alsed

on

this

ploint

a 1] olne,
because

n o]

one

in

our

s]o cliety
gives

the

dlil]a plid] a]ted
pler s]on
more

tlime

of

d] ay]

th]an

thle

exo tlic
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d]an cler.

It's

un d]oubte d] 1]y
true

th]at,

th]i s]

cle njtur yl,

the

exoti c]

d]an cling
clJom m]unlit y]
has

d]one

m]ore

for

the

d] illa plid]ated
pler s]on
clom]mu nlit y]
than

the

Clatho 1]ic]
chjur ch]

clom]mu nlit y].

Be clause
sltri pplers
and
whores
ilnnate 1]y
g ilve

the

d]il]a plid] a]ted
pler s]on
the

time

of

d] ayl,

any

sltri ppler
worth

her
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s]alt

ijln s]tiln c]ti]ve
kn owl]s
how

to

s] plea k]
to

the

d]il]a pli d]ated
s] oull,

the

dJi1]a pli d]ated
pler s]on
ju slt
needs
s]lomeone
to

1]i sJten

to

a

s]ob

s]tory

for

a

s]e c]Jond
of

time,

flor
slomeone
to

clare

flor

a]

f] rlac]tio n]
of

a n]

iot a]

of

their

day,

to

lly
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p rletlend
tlo

clare

in

a

way

that's

not

g rloss lly
clon dJes]cen dJing
in

the

c] 1] a] ss]i c]

bu rleau c] r] aJti c]

m] alnner.

Yet

th]ere's

thli s]

m]i s]guided

n o]tion

th]at

thle

s]t rlipper
olnl] y]

tlal k]s

tlo

cJus]to ml]ers,
whe n]

1 n]

flaclt

the

s]tri ppler

s] plea k]s
to

i]n f] i]nite 1] y]
m]jore
plotential
clus]to m]ers
th aln

a] c]tual
cJus]to m]lers—the
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sluccle ss]fJul
s]tri ppler,
in

fla clt,

has

no

m]ore

than

a

s] m]all

hand fJul

of

c]Ju s]tomers
that

play

her
blills—and,
bly

cJontra s]t,

it’ s]

th e]se
plotential
clus]to m]jers
who

are

ilnf ilnilte 1] y]
m]ore
lJiklel] y]

to

be

d]il]a pli d]ated.
The

a cltual
clus]to m]jer
is

m]jore

1li kle Iy

to

be

o plullent
and
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jovial,

un rje s]t rJained
and

d]e c]a d]ent,
while

the

plotential
clus]to m]jer
is

a] 1] m]ost
a] 1lways
entire 1]y
dli1l]a pli d]ated.
G ilvilng
th i] s]

plo tlential

cu s]tomer
the

t]lime

of

day

is

al]lmo s]t

a]

rlel] ilgilous
act

on

thle

plarts

of

thle

s]t r]i pplers
and

whores.

And

it’s

for

pl rleclislel y]
thi s]

r] ea]son

I
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have

slo

m]uch

m]jore

rle s] plect
for

s]t r]i pplers
and

whores

than

I

dJo

flor

the

m] e] d] iJan
c] rlaf]t
bleer

d] rJin Kk]er.
W e]

blel] ielve
c] rlaf]t
bleer

d] rlin k]ers
are

IJau dJab]le
mem blers
of

our

s]o cliety,
wlhile

wle

d]e nlig rlate
s]t r]i p]pers
and

whores,

blut

I

a cltual 1]y
find

s]t r]i p]pers
and
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whores

to

ble

Ilau d]abl]le
mem blers
of

our

s]o cliety,

wh i]le

I]

d]e nlig rlate
c] rlaft

beer

d] rlin Kk]ers.
There's
olnlly

s] o]

much

you

clan

do

for

a

guy

who's

ble clo m]e

a
bJu m]

on

the

sltr]eet,

one

plarti clul]ar
blum

a pp] rloached
me

on

a

sleclon]d

d] a]Jte

1 n]
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a n]

a lJleyw ay]
a nld

rle flerred
to

the

glirl

I

w]as

w]ith

as

my
wlifle,
and

I

glave

him

ten

dJol 1]ars,
but

even

that

tlen

dJo 1]lars
wasn't
slin cJere,
that

tlen

d]o 1]lars
was

a

d]i slingenuou s]
tlen

d]ol 1]ars,
it

was
obviou s] lly
flor

the

be n]e fit
of
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the

girl

I

wlas
w]ith.
You

n] eeld

p] eo] p]le
in

d] iJla plid] a]lted
slt a]tes,
I]arge 1]y
ble clause
it's

the

on lly
thing

you

clan

d]o

that

will,

ajt
b]ottom,
h alve

a

p] allplab]le
effe c]t.

18— 506:657 .770
What

hap plens

to

them

will

IJarge 1]y

ble

flata 1Jis]ti c],
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it

will

ble

a

matter

of

flate

sltat i] s]ti] clally
s] plea Kk]ing,
b]lut

it’ s]

j u] slt
u]tter

c] rluel tly
tlo

ignore
them,

tlo

t] r] ea]t
them

as

p] eo] plle
who

dJon’t
d]eserve
the

tlime

of

d]ay,

njot

eve nj

a] n]

iota

of

your

a]fter nJoon,
to

clom p] 1] ai]n
to

your

w] ai]ter
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ble clause
a

white
jun klie

in

your

1] ilne

of

s i]ght

is

ruining
the

Blart 1lett
plear
after t] alste
of

your

tlen

do 1]lar

I P] Al
Blut

th i] s]
i]s

what’ s]
happened
to

s] o]
many

d] ow]nt ow]ns,
these
slame

d] ow]nt ow]ns
I

s]till

g o]

to,

these

d] ow]nt ow]ns
th a]t

h alve
m]y
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m]e m]ories
flol d]ed
into

them,
m]aybe

a
dleclad]e
or

m]ore

flol d]ed
into
th]lem— thley’'ve
ble c]Jome

i nJun d]Jated
with

c] rlaft
bleer

d] rlin Kk]ers.
It’s

njot

thle

bJums

who

o fflend
me,

njo,

it’s

the

c] rlaf]t
bleer

d] rlin k]ers
who

o fflend
me.

It’s

the

pleo plle
who

blel] ielve
twelve

dJo I]lars
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for

a

bleer

is

an

a pplrlop] rliate
pl rlice

to

play

for

a

bleve r]age.
It’ s]

the

pleo plle
who

thin k]

dlis] clussling
the

afterta s]te

of

ho pls

is

an

a pplrjop] rliate
cJonver s]ation
to

have

in

plub lic].
It’ s]

the

pleo plle
who

be 1] ie]ve

s]t r]i pplers
and

whores

are

pleo plle

we
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should

1Jook

down

u plon

a

pl rlio r] i]—it’ s]
the

pleo plle

who

m] ailn t] ailn
all

the

s] olcia 1]1y]

a pplr] o] p] r] ilate
o plinions

but

dlis] pl llay
all

of

the

m] o] s]t
cloward 1] y]
tle n] dJe n] clies.
Our

d] ow]nt ow]ns
are

bleing

r]uined

bly

th e]se

pl eo] plle,

w hjo

h]ave

the

clor]re c]t

o p] ilni]ons
on

everly
issue—at
bJlottom

all
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th e]se

pl eo] plle
clare

a blout

is

m aiJnt ailning
the

clor rlec]t

o p] ilni]on
on

any

issue

ajt

h a]nd.

Our

d ow]nt ow]ns
w]ere

olncle

gl r] ea]lt

pl 1] a] cles
to

gl rlab

a

s] 1licle

of

plizza—f i]lled
w iJth

bums

and

s]t r]i pplers
and

whores— b]ut
n] ow]

our

d] ow]nt ow]ns
are

i nJun d]Jated
with

c] rlaf]t

bleer

d] rlin Kklers
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and

f] rlied

c] a] 1] a] m]ar]i
and

mjozza rlel 1]a

sJti ck]s

and

j al 1] a] pleno
plo ppJers

and

pleo plle

who

have

s]ocial 1] y]

a cc]e] pltable
o p] ilni]ons
on

elve rlything.
It s]

d i] s]lgu slting
rlea 1]lyl].

B] u]t

olf

course

a 1]

rlationa 1] iJsm
ils

Iittle

more

than

a b] slur dlis]t
p] r]o plagan d]a.
It’s

on 1] y]

via

rlationa I]ism,
aln

e] sslentia 11]y]
Angllo

con clept,

that
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we
find

our s]elves
w] iJth iln
a

pl r] i]sm
w]here
ever]yth ilng
i]s

Angl]o,

w]h e]re

elve rly
white

jun klie

and

b 1] a] ck]
c] r] a] ck]head
are

e] qlua 11]y]
Angl] ol

It's

olnl] y]
wlhe n]

wle

atte n]d

the

flune r]als
of

c 1] o]se

f] rlie n]ds
who

die

ab sjurd lly
young

that

w e]

r] ea]l]ize
thli s],

th] a]t

all

r] aJtional] iJsm
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ils

1]ittle

more

than

Iur] i]d

absu r] d] i]st
pl rlo plagan d]a.
On 1] y]

p] eo] plle
who

attend

these

flune r]als
under s]tand
thi s]

f] rlom

ex plerlien cle.
We

rlealize

not

ju s]t

the

a b] slurdity]
of

th e]se

cJonver s]ations
b]lut

the

a b] slurdity]
of

our slelves—A n]d
eve nj

1 n]

my

clase,

it

was

on 1] y]

a

flew

years
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a] glo

when

a]

glood

f]riend

of

m ilne

f] ilnal 1] yl,
a fJter

years

of

s] ee]mingl] y]
c] ea] s]el]e ss]
s]u ffle rling,
g alve

in

to

1] a]te

s]t alge

b r] ailn
clan cler.
The

entire

ord ea]l

was

c¢] r]i m]in]al,
and

to

ble

c] 1] ealr

I

was

p rlobJab] lly
one

of

the

m]ost

c] r]i m]in]al.

19— 434:601 .722
Mly
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social

c] r] i] m] i] nlal] ilty

h a]s
plerh a] pls
njever
been
m]ore

a clute
than
dJurling
this

ple rliod
of

m] y]

1] ilfe.
M] yl

f] rliend
was

dliag nJo sled

with

1] alte

s]t alge

b] r] ailn
clan cler]
and
moved
bla ck]

in

w] i]th

h i]s

pa rlents
wlhere,
njot
IJong

a flter,
h €]

s]u fflered
a

s]eizure
wh i]le
d] r] ilving,
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t]otaled
his

car,

and

was

f] rlom
then

on

florbi dd]en
tlo

d] rlive.
Slo

n altu rlall]y],
bleing

a

good

f] rliend,
bleing
aJctua 11]y]
a

bletter

f] rliend
to

him
than
even

a

flew

of

the

f] rliends
hle'd
h]ad

flor

d]e cla d]es,
a

bletter

f] rliend
at

lea s]t

in
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tlerms

of

t]lime

s] plent,
I

tloo K]
it

u plon
m]y slel f]
to

d] r] i]ve
tlo

his
plar]ents’
house
m]ul t]ip]le
t] iJmes
pler
wlee k],
after
wlor K],
w]here

I

alrea dly
had

a

d]ecent
clom m]ute,
w]hich
w]lasn't

a n]

i n]silgn i]fi] clant
d] rlive,
to

his
plar]ents’
h]ouse,
to

h]ang
out

w 1i]th
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h ilm,
to

p]l ilck

h i]m

u p]
and

then

d rlive
him

to

other
pllaces
w]here
w] e]'d
hang
oult

flor

a

r] ea]sonable
am ou]nt
of

time,
w]here

a flter wlard
I1'd

d] r] i]ve
h]im
back

to

hlis

pa rlents’
hlou s]e.
Th 1] s]
was

a

d] i] ff]i] cJult
or d]Jeal

flor

my

f] rliend

als
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you
clan

im a]gine,
and
there
were

va rlious
sle rlies
olf

u]p s]

and
dJowns—had
I

bleen
bJlorn
into
w]ealth
rd

have
d]one
w]hatever
he

a slked,
blut
blein g]
a

wor kl]in g]
s]tiff
there
was
o]nly

s] o]
much
that

I

cJould
do,

there
w]ere
t]imes

he
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wlan tled

tlo

get

an

ice

c] rleam
cJone

and

I

unfortunate 1] y],
had

to

d]o

IJaun d] r] yl.
A

young
man

with

1] a]te

s]t alge

b] r] ai]ln
clan cler,

e sslential 1] y]
a

d]eath
slenten cle,
w]lanted

to

bluy

mje

a

m]int

ch]o clol]ate
chli p]
w]affle

cJone,

b]lut

I

had

to

plol iJte 1] y]
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dlec] 1] i]lne
ble clause
I]

nee d]ed

to

wash

my

bloxer

b] rlie f]s.
I n]

a nly
clas]e

his

girl f] rliend,
who

was
ylounger
th]an

thle

two

of

u s]

ylet

s]till

y] ou]ng,
d] ulmped
him

not

long

a flter,
and

f] rlom
this

we

clon c¢] IJud]ed
that

ap plarlent lly
w]aiting
flor

him

tlo
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dlJie
w]as
tJoo
much
of

a

bu r]den
flor
her,

wh i]ch
ijn

rlet rJos] plect

I

s]u pplose

is

flair

e] nJou gh],
njot

elve rlyolne
has

the

pl altien cle
to

w] ailt

flor

s] olme o]ne
to

die,

a

tlerm 1i] n] a]l
i]ll njess],
for

s]ome

pl eo] plle,
clan

just

b] e]

a

blit

t]oo

in clonvenient,
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a
t]lad

tloo

clum bler s]ome.
At

the

t]lime,

I

d ildn't

th ilnk
m]uch

of

it,

m]y

flriend

was

flair 1ly
tlorn

u]p

a] blout

it,

and

who

could

b] 1]lame
him?— b]ut,
again,

with

the

ex cle pltion
of

clon s]olling
a

pler s]on
in

a

mo rje

o r]

1]e ss]

gene rlic]
wlay
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there's

not

much

wle

clan

rlea l1]is]ti clallly
do.

We

clan

tlell

our

dlying

f] rliend
that

his
ex-girl f] rliend
is

a

tler]ri blle
person,

a

tlaw d] rly
whore,

that

he
d]eserves
bletter,
b]lut

the

rlea 1] ilty]
i]s

there's
nlear 1] y]
nJothing
ylou

clan

tell

a

yloung

per sjon
who,
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in

all

11i k]e 1]ihood,
will

dlie

a

s] Ilow
d]Jeath,
there’s

njext

to

n]othing

you

clan

tell

h]im

that

will

clom flort
h]im

when

hlis

att r]a c]tive
girl f] rliend
rJuth I]ess 1] y]
1] ea]ves
him.

20— 483:709 .681
It’ s]

g r] ealt
to

s] ayl,
it's

an
a]ppealing
i dlea]
to

thlin k]
th]at

we
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clan

a] ririlve
at

the

d]oor

of

a

d] yling
young

man

and

aJlter

his

i fle

flor

the

bletter,
blut

ijt’ s]

s] ilgn i] f] i] clantly
m]jore

d 1] ff]i] cJult
th]an

you

m]ight
thlin k],
in

plra clti cle
it’ s]
mjorje

o r]

1]e ss]

an

i] m] ploss]ilbi] 1] iltyl.
You

i] m] a]gine
ajt

thle

time

th]at

you're
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s]aying
s]omething

un i]que 1] y]
en lJighte n]i n]g
whe n]

1 n]

reallit y]
you're

ju s]t

mind 1]ess]1] y]
s]pewing

ge nlerlic]
clon dJollen cles]—ge nlerlic]
clon dJollen cles]
that

a rle
hlar]ldlly

of

any

hlellp

at

a 1.

H]laving

s]aid

that,

d]u rling

my

d]ay-to- dJay
rjouti nje

I

th]ought

almo s]t

no th]i nlg
of

his

ex-girl f] rliend,
I

le f]t

it

ajt

th] alt,
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I
th]ought
she

was

t aJking
the
easy

w ay]
out,
there's
njo

d] ou]bt
a b] ou]t
that,
blut

I

dlidin't
n]e cle sslari 1]y
cu r] sle
her

njame

in

m y]

pe r] s]onal
t i]me,

I

flelt

1like

it

was

her
decision,
and

ulti m]ate 1]y
i f]

she

flelt

as

though

my

flriend
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wasn't

the

pe r] slon
she
w]anted
to

w]ait

flor,

in

a

te r] m]inal
slen] sle,
then

I

re s] ple c]ted
th a]t

ajs

her

d]e clision,
th]at
th]ere

was

little

any

of

u s]
cJould

d]o

bles 1i] dles
re s] pleclt
her

d]e clision
and

s] plea k]
ploorly

of

her

bleh i]nd
her

bla ck].

I

393



d ildn't

th iln k]

m u]ch

olf

it

at

all

a cltua 1ly]
un t]il

the

flollJo wl]ing
w] ele k]end
w]hen

I

wlas

at

a]

bar

a] rJound

c] 1Josing
tlime

with

a

c] 1Jose

f] rliend,
and

I

flelt

a

tap

on

my

sh ou]l d]er,
olnlly

to

f] i] nld

this

ex-girl f] rliend
of

my
d] ylinlg
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f] rliend.
Shle
said
shle

ju slt
wanted
to

slay

hi,

and

sJub sle qJuent 1] y]
I

s]aid

h e] Lo,

y elt

olnl] y]

a

few

m] o] m]ents
1]ater

I

rle cleived
yet

a

s]e c]Jond

tap

on

the

shoulder.
Now

this

ex-girl f] rliend's
f] rliend,
who

a cclom planied
her

to

the

1 o] clale,
was
s]tanding
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in

f] r]ont

of

my

pler s]on,
and

she

p] r] o] cleeded
to

in florm
me

that

I

was

qJu o]te-un qJu o]te
“ k]ind

of

rjude”

to

m y]

d] yling

f] rliend's
ex-girl f] rilend,
that

I

cJould
h]ave

said

hlellJo

just

a

1]ittle

more
clordia 11] y],
this

f] rliend

of

m y]

d yling

f] rliend's
ex-girl f] rliend
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aJctua 1]1y]
h a] d]
the

au d] a] clit yl
to

s]talnd
there

and

with

in

a

s]tate

of

slin cJerity
s] plea k]
th e]se

exa c]t
words

to

m e],

to

plro c] lJaim
that

it

was

a cltual 1] y]
m e,
th]at

I

w]as

thle
plerson

w hlo
w]as
cJommitting
the

faux

plas

hlere,

that

I]
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wlas

the

olne

just

a

Iittle

out

of

1] ilne,
that

my

I]e ss]
than
enthusia s]tic
hlell]o
was

the

t]rue

a flfr]jont
to

good
t]aste
h]ere.
Given

the

clir cJum s] tlan cles,
m]y
tlen]lde n] cly
tloward
the

i n] tlempe r]ate
tloo k]
hold

of

me,

and

I

in flormed
them
bloth

of
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m]y

flee llings
on

the

m] aJtte r],
that

I

plerha pls
in flormed
them

of

m]y

flee 1lings
1 n]

a n]

acer blic
m] alnne r],
in

plerha pls
the

m]o s]t

a clerbi c]
m] alnner
I

cJould

i m] algine
ajt

the

time.

I

let

them

k n] ow]
in

n] o]

unce rltain
tle rlms
who

I

ble llieved
was
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c]o m]mitting
the

tlrue

f aux]

p als

at

this

b] a]r,

1]ate

i] n]

the

e]vening,
w]here

wle

w]ere

all

i] n] e] b] r] i]ated.
I] n]

a nly
clas]e,

ju s]t

m] o] m]ents
later

I

rle cleived
an

a dd]i]ti]Jon]al
ta p]

on

my

sh ou]l] d]er.
The

bJoun cler
of

the

blar

s]tood

in

f] rjont

of

me,
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r] alther

a] plathetic,
and

in flormed
m] e]

th ajt

I

n eelded
to

1 ea]ve

the

plre ml]ises
be clause
“the

girl

olver
there,”

qJu o]te-un qJu o]te,
was

c] 1Jaiming
I

ph ylsi] clal]ly
hlit

hler.

21— 596:752 .793
A

girl

who

j u] slt
d] u]lmped
m y]

d] yling
f]riend
s]aid
hlel]lo

to

me

then

h]ad

hler
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flriend

ver bla 11] y]

a] s]sault

m e]

for

a] lleged 1] y]
not

bleing
e]nthusias t]ic
e]nou gh]
when

I

rleturned
hler

rlep rlehen s]ib]le
hle1l]o,

then

I

sJub] s]le qluent 1] y]
ver bla 11] y]

a sslaulted
bloth

hler

and

hler

f] rliend

flor

clon clerning
th]em s]elves
with

en th]usias]ti c]
g rleet ilngs
as

o pplosed

to

pleo plle
dly ilng
arduou s]
d]eaths,

then

sh e]
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flal slel] y]
a cclused

m e]

of

phlylsi] clall]y]
h]itting

hler

in

a

plub 1lic]
p] llacle.

L] u] clki 1] y]
en ou] gh]
flor

m e],

thli s]
notion

th]at

a

pler s]on
plunched

a

flemale

in

a

venue

dlen slel] y]
p] a] clked
ajt

th a]t

clap] a] clity,
yet

m a]naged
to

1] alnd

a

plunch

slo

c] Ilan d]e s]tine 1] y]
n] o]

one
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in

the

venue

n] o]ti cled,
that

n] o]

eye

w] i]Jtn] e] ss]es
elme rlged
wlas

ab slurld

to

all

plarties

in v]olved,

yet

I

s]till

v]igorou s] 1] y]
pl 1] elad

my

clas]e,

be clause

I'd

ne vler

p] llead

guilty

whe n]

i nnJo clent,
slo

I

vigo rlou s]ly]
dleflen dJed
my

njame

against

what

I

clor]re cltl] y]
in tler p] rleted
tlo
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be

a

t]otal

d]e f] a] m]ation
of

m]y

c]hara c]ter,
aJgainst

thi s]

t a] slte lless]
clhara c]ter

a ssla sslin altion,
a

Ileg ilti]mate

a ssla sslin altion
a] tt]lempt,

all—un blel] ieJva blle
as

it

may

s] eelm—as

a

sJub] sleqlue n]t
rle s]ult

of

me

rlefu sling

to

rleturn

a nj

e njthu slia s]ti c]
he 1]lo.

A n]

une nJthusiastic

he 1o

near 1] y]
tJurned

m e

in t]o

an

sleriou s] 1] y]
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a ll]elgeld

f] e] 1lon,

and

as

I'm

de flending

my slel f]

vligo rlou s] 1] yl,
plerha pls

e]ven

e] x] clesslive 1] y]
vligo rJou s] 1] y],
the

e] x]-girl f] rlie n]ld
a]lm b]les

over

with

her

dlege nler]ate

f] rlie n]d

alnd

a]dmits

that

her

c] 1] ailm

was

entire 1] y]

flab] rlic] a]ted,
th a]t

it

h ald

a] b] slolJute 1] y]
no

bla s]is]

in

rlea 1Jit y]—a n]d
the n]

the

elx- glirl flrie n]d
a nld

her
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dlege nler]ate
f] rlie nld,
the

t rjue

Nlazi

of
e|nthusiastic
g] rleetings,
d] r] i]ve

r] igh]t

off,

ad m]itting
in

slo

m]any

w]ords

th]at

thley

w]lere

in

the

busine ss]

of

a ssla ss]inating
the

clha rlac]ter
of

anyone

who

f] ailled

to

s] ay]

he 1]lo

to

th]em

en thlusias]ti clal]ly,
th]at

th] ey]

e q] ualted

a
1]e ss]
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th]an

en thusias]ti c]
g 1] eleting
w iJth

ph] ylsi] clal
viollen cle.
The

next
morning

I

rle c] elived
a

clall

f] rlom

my

s]i ck]

f] rliend,
alnd

als

he

add r]e ss]ed
the
slituation
flrom

the

p r] elviJou s]
night,

it

ble clame
rle l]ative 1] y]
c] 1]ear

to

m e]

that

h €]

was,

flor

1]a ck]

of

a

bletter
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ph]r] a]se,
t a] kling
her

slide.

In

m] y]

m] i]nd

at

the

t i]me

thi s]

de flen sle
of

thi s]

per sjon
was

sl y] nJon] y] mjou s]
w iJth

ta kling
her

slide,
which,

ajs

you

c] aln

i m] algine,
1led

to

a

blit

of

a
fla 1]ling

out

bletween

u sj,

as

hle

flound

hlim s] e]lf]

a ttjelmp tling
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tlo

wlor K]
th]ings
out

wli th]

a

girl

w h]o
now

hlat e]d
elve rly
a slpe clt
of

my

bleing

and

v]icle

vler s]a.
It

was

a]

blit

olf

an

im b] r] olgli o],
ble clause
n ow]

I

f] oulnd
my slel f]
e sslentially
a blan d]onin g]
m y]

d] ylin g]
f] rliend
as

well.

I

glave

his

e] x]-glirl f] rlielnd
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aln

e] xJten d]ed
ha rJangue
rle glar dJing
her

rJuth 1Jess

aban dJon m]jent

of

m] y]

d] yling

f] rliend,

then

just

d] ayls

1] a]ter

I

flound

my slel f]
all s]o

rluth 1less]lly
alban d]on ilng
h i]m.
Eventual 1] y]
w eld

s] ee]

ea]ch

other

again,

m] y]

d yling

frie n]d

a nld

I,

we'd

s] plend

1] i] m] i] tled
t]ime
tJogether

here

and

there,
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of

clour s]e,
our

flriendshi p]
dlid]n’t

c] ea] sle
clom p] 1] elte 1] y],
and

it

was

fline,

there

was

no

blitter n]e ss]
pler

sle,

blut

our

f] rliendshi pl,
f] rlank 1] yl,
was

obviou s] 1] y]
njlever

the

s]lame.

22— 522:679 .767
His

ex- glirl flri e]nd
a] blandoned
him,

then

she

flelt

as

th ough]

I

glave
her
an
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i] n] s] i] n] clere
hel 1] o]

at

a]

blar,

then

I

dlis] c] 1] o]sed
my

t rjue
thoughts

on

her

clha rlac]ter,
her

dles]pi clab]le
clhara clter,
her

rluth 1]e ss]

a blan dlon m]jent
of

m] y]

d] yling

f rliend,

then

ju slt

d] ay]s

1] a]ter

I

aJl s]o

rJuth 1less]lly
alban d]oned
m y]

d] yling

f rliend.

It

tloo k]
qluilte

a

IJong

t] ilme
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for

him

to

d] ile—he

1o s]t

hlis

slight,

and

hle

was

almo s]t
entijre 1]y
b 1] i]nd,

hle

was

admi tt]ed
to

h]o s]pitals

1 n]

a

tler m]in]al]ly
i] n] tler m] iJtte n]t
fashion,

v i]siltilng
w i]th

h igh]- plri] cled
s] plecia 1]i s]ts
that

brought

n] o] thling
o] thle r]
th]an

u]tte r]

flin] a]ncial
rjuin

to

his

f] almi lly,
and

e]ventual 1] y]
h €]
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was
e] n]cl]osed
1 n]

his

bed rloom

f r] olm

s] uln s]et
tlo

d]awn

tlo

dJinner,

in

hlis

pa rlents’
h]ouse,

an

only

child,

a blan dJoned
bly

bloth

his

glirl f] rliend
and

his

glood

f] rliend.
Flour

years

1] a]ter

I

hleard

that

hle’d
entered
hlos]pi cle,
that

hle

1] aild

on

hlis
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d]eathbed,
and

I

arr ajnged
to

p ay]

h ilm

a

v i]si]t
the

s]ub] s]e qJuent
m]orning
with

m]y

c] ou]lsin,
b] ult

he

dlied

over nlight.
D] ay]s

1 alter,
his
m]other
njoted

t o]

a

m] u]tu]al
f] rliend
that

she’d

p] rle fler
h i]s

ilm plen dJing
flune r]al
to

be

a

s] m]all
c]e r]e m]ony,
that

she
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dlidin't
want

it

to

ble

a

blig

c] rlowd,

a nld

I

cJon] sJidered
not

atten dJing
b] e] flore
b] eling

ulti m]ately
clon]vin cled
bly

a

mJutual
flrie n]d
tlo

a] ttle n]d.
Algai n]st
m]y

better

judg m]jent
I

ajtte n] dled
the

fluneral,

y elt

the

s] e] clond
I

slaw

my

d] ea]ld

flri elnd’s
made-up
clor p] sle
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in

the

clo ff]in,
the

s] e] clond
I]

sltelp pled
in

s] igh]t

of

the

cloffi n],

a

bout

of

i n]telnse
rleg r] e]t
clame
over

me,

and

I]

rleal i]zed
I]

had

no

b]usine ss]
aJtten dJing
thi s]
flune r]al,
that

I

a] blan d]Joned
m y]

d] yling

f] rliend,
a nld

the n]

I

h a] d]
the
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au d] a] clit vyl
to

aJttend

his

flune r]lal,

e] ssle nltia 11]y]
agai n] s]t

his

own

m]other's

w] iJsh e]s—not
ex p] 1] iJeilt1] y]
again s]t

his

m]other's

w] i]Jsh e]s
but

ilm p] 1] ileilt1] y]
again s]t

his

m]other's

w] iJsh e]s.
There

was

n] o]

dJoubt

his

m]other

m] o] s]t

Ilike 1] y]
would

have

pl rleferred

I

njot

attend.

There

was

njo

dJoubt,

if
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p] rle ssled,

she

would

have

ajt

1] ea] s]t

bee n]

algn o] slti c]
v] i]s- al]-v] ils
my

altte n] dlan cle,
wh i]ch,

clon s] i]dering
her

plre fleren cle
was

a

s] m]all

clere m]ony,

is

tlan t]a mJount
to

p] rlefle riring
my

ab slen cle.

V ila

the

p] r]o cJession
1] ilne,

it

was

c] l]ear

his

plar]ents

c] l]ear 1] y]
ei]ther

dlidin’t

re mlem] bler
mje

or
d]elli blerate1] y]
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forgot

m e].

In

my

s] ea]t

I

c] ea]slel]ess]1] y]
slpe cJlul]ated
whether

they

dlid]n’t

re mJ]e m] bler
me

or
d]el]i blerate1] y]
for glot

m e].

Me—the

gluy

who

used

to

always

glo

pli clk

u pl

their

son,

what

a

glreat

gluy,
I

u sled
to

g0

pli ck]
their
slon

u p]
more
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f] rle qJuentl y]
than

elven

his

childhood

f] rliends,

I]

was

such

a

n ijce

g uyl,

yet
eventually

of

clour sle

I

s]to plped
cJo m]ing
aJround,

I

a] blJan d]oned
their

dlying

son

Ili kle

we

alll

eventua 1] y]
a] blan dJon
the

ter mJina 11]y]
ill,

and

sJub] sle qluent 1] y]
his

pa rlents
florgot

a blout

m e],

and
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rlight flull]y]
s]o.

It

would

h aJve

a] cltua I]ly]
bleen

di sJta sJte fJul
flor

the m]

to

rle m]e m] bler
m]je.

23— 549:733 .749
The

m]o m]ent

I

w iJtn e]ssed,
ijn

m] y]

d]ead

flriend's
flather's

e yles,

that

h €]

ei]ther

il n t] e] nJtiJona 1]y]
or

un i] n] t] e] nltiJona 11]y]
flor glot

m y]

i] dle n]tit y]

I

k nlew

a t]te n] dling
thi s]

flun]e r]al

was

a

423



g] r] alve
mi s]t alke.
I

s a]t

b] a] ck]
down

in

my

b] 1] a] ck]
flold

out

chair

and

s]aid

to

my slel f]
Th i]s

ils

the

1] a] s]t
flu n]eral
I'l

attend,
because
aJttending
a

flu n]eral

is

a]lw ayls
a]

mli s]t alke,
it’s]

the

m]jo s]t
ilns] ilpild
m] i] s]ta] kle
we

clan

m] a] kle.
A] tlten dling
a
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we dd]ing
m]ay

ble

a]

flaux

paus

b]lut

a] tlten dJing
a

fluneral

is

aJlw ayls
a nj

i n] alne
mlist a]ke.
We

a]ll
glather

a] rjound,
a]ll

f] rliends
and

flami 1] yl,
to

glaze
ildiJoti clal 1] y]
at

a

slti fIf
clorp sle,
then

we

gl o]

eat

at

a
1] o] c]al

rle s]Jtau r]ant—we
all

m]ind lless]1] y]
s]tare
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at

a
dlea d]

bo d] yl,

then

we

have

a

njicle

m]eal.

There’s

n]othing

m]ore

d]i slingenuou s]
than

a

flu n]eral,

and

the

m] o] s]t

dJi s]lingenuou s]
flu n]erals

are

th o]se

held

flor

the

young.

An

esse n]tially

i nJter mlin]abl]le
d]Jisease,

blut

the

m]e dJi c]al

pl rlo flessional
m]ade

a

s] ilgn] i] f] i] clant
flortune

in
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the

pl rlo cle s]s.
A

clar]eer’s
w]o r]th

for

the

wlor] kling
c]lass,

no

dJoubt.

They

exten djed
his

s]uffle rling,
the

s]uffle rling
of

his

flami 1ly,
the

s]uffle rling
of

eve rlyone
aJround
h]im,

then

a] 1Jlowed
h]im

to

dlie.

Hlow
m]anly
hjun djre d]s
of

thousands

of

dJo 1lars,

ilf

njot

m] i]ll iJons
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of

dJo 1lars,
were

s] plen]t,
only

to

exte n]d

a

m]lan’s
s]uffe rling
and

s]till

a Iljow
him

to

ple rlish

p] rle m]ature 1]y?
Blut

of

clour sle
they

s]till

a ccle plted
play m]ent,
ble c]ause
you

never

get

aln

A

flor

e] fflort

in

this

cJount rly,
un 1] e] ss]
you're

a

m e]di cjal
p] rlof] e]ssional.
It's
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on lly

d]o c]Jtors
who

h alve

the

au d] a] clity
to

extend

a

s] oln’s

s] u] flfe rling,
watch

him

dlie,

and

s]ti 1]

rjuin

the

f] ajmi 1] y]

flin a]ncia 11]y].

We

think

slo

high 1] y]
of

d]o c]Jtors
in

this
cJount r] yl,
yet

it

s] ee] m]s
to

mje

that

d]o c]tors
are

g rleater
charlatans
now
th]an
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thley've
ever
bleen.
Blut

of

clour sle
I

atten dJed
the

r]e c]eption
as

w] elll,
w]h e]re
the

d] i] s] ilngenuous
nature

of

the

e] n]tire
elve njt
rleal 1] y]
clame

into

fo clus].
The

d] i] s] ilngenuous
n] alture

of

the

entire

or d]Jeal
njatural 1] y]
r] ealched
its

a] plex

at

the

r]e cle pltion,
as

it

blec alme
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ju s]t
a njother
s]ocial
e]vent.
It s]

ilmplossli blle

to

have

an

iot a]

of

rle s] plect
flor

your slel f]
or

the

s]o cliety

you

plarti cli plate
in

a flter

a] ttlending
a n]

eve nlt

of

th a]t

m algni tlude.

S] iJtt ilng
ijn

th a]t

b 1] a] ck]
flold-out
chair,

slta rling
at

my

d eald

f] r] ie]nd's
heavi lly
m] alde

u p]
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clor p] sle,

it

f] ai]led

tlo

o cclur

tlo

m]je

then—I

was

t 00]

clon s] u]lmed
with

di sJgu s]t
flor

my slel f]—but
in

rlet rlos]lpe clt
my

on lly

clon c¢] 1] u]sion
flrom

that

d]ay

is

ju st

th alt,

th a]t

r] ajtional] i]sm
i]s

no thling
mlor]e

th]an

thle

m]jo s]t

Iurlid

flor]m

of

ab slur dJ]is]t
pl rlo plagan d]a.
We've

clon] sltrluclted

432



a
r] a]tiona l]i s]t
Alng l1Jo
world

that

h a]sn’t
clon] sJumed
everything—not
qJuite

yet— b]ut
that

s]till

rle m]ains

e ss] e]ntial 1]y
o blje] c]tiona b]le,
ju st

as

the

m] y] s]ti] c]
B] y]z a]ntine
world,

it’s

natural

oppos i]te,
was,

ijn

]t s]

e] sslen cle,
al s]o

e]ntire 1]y

o blje]ctiona b]le.
And

the

d]o c]tors

who

t rjeat

our

d] ea]ld

f] r] ielnds,

p] rlo1]onging
their
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s]uffle rling
and

buying
h]omes

in

the

H]am p]ltons
w 1i]th

the

c] r] ilm i]nal
p] rlo c]eeds,
they're

o blje]ctiona b]le
in

elve rly
way.

24— 368:499 .737
And

the

pleo plle

who

a] ss]a] ss]li n]ate
our

clha r]ac]ters
ble clause

thley

fleel

as

th]ough

we'’re

njot

e] n] thlusias]ti c]
e] nJou gh]
w]hen

wle

slay

hello

to

them

at
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blars,
they’re

c] r] i] m] i]nals
of

the

highest
m]agnitude.
Blut

we

our s]elves
are

ju s]t

as

o blje c]tio nJab]le

als

any

of

these

a] cJtors,
we're

al slo

c] r] i] m] i] n]als
of

the

highe s]t
m]ag nlitude,
we're

plerha pls
the

m]jo s]t

o bljectio n]ab]le.

We

a sltutely

rle clog nlize
ojur

o] pplos i]tes

as

c] r] i] m] i] n]al
be clause

we

exi s]t
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as

plarts

of

the

slame

c] r] i] m] i] n]al
wh o]le.

We

d] o] n]'t

k n] olw
how

to

d]eal

with

dJeath

any m]ore.
We

thin k]

our

s]cienti s]ts
and

our

do c]tors
are

p rlog rlessling,
th]at
thley’ll
eventually

p rlog rless]
tlo

a

s] t]ate
wlhere
they’ll
olncle

and

flor

all

un dler s]tand
d]eath,

on cle
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and

flor

all

when

the

slad

r] e] a] llity

is

we

r] e] m] ailn

at

the

a] plex

of

the

pl r] i] m] iJti]ve
with

rlegards

to

qJu o]te-un qJu o]te
dlea lling

with

d]eath.

We're

e ssle nJtia 1]ly
a n]

i n] dlige n]Jou s]
plo plul]ation
when

it

cJomes

to

in tler]ac] tling
with

d]eath.

We're

z ea]lot s]

of

p] rlog r] e] ss],
and

as
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s]uch

we're

i]lll-e qJui] ppled
to

ijnte r]ac]t
w i]th

any

s]ort

of

p] rlofun dlity,
be clause
we're

sJus] plen dJed
in

pl rlog rless],
wlere

s] t]u ck]
w]aiting

for

our

s]cien tlis]ts
and

d]o c]Jtors

to

give

u s]

the

w]ord,

to

glive

u s]

the

word

th]at
thley've
finally

g] o] tt]len
to

the
s]o-called

b o] ttJom
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of

d]eath.

P] r] elviJou s]
glene r]atijons
s] plok]e

p] rlo flound 1]y
mn

the

flacle

of

d]Jeath,

while

our

glen]e r]a tiJon
slerves

cJole

s] Ilaw

and

chi ck]en
plarmigi a] n] a]
at

flun]er]al

rle cle p] tilons,
the

ilm a] gles

of

clor p] sles
s]ti]ll

f] r]esh

in

our

mind.

P] r] elvilou s]
gle n]e r]ations
un dler s]tood
d]eath

in

a

p] rloflound 1] y]
glen]e r]al

slen sle
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i f]

hard 1] y]
at

all

in

a

s] ple cliflic
slen sle.
We

clon sJuml]e
mjozza rlel]la
slti ck]s

in

the

fla cle

of

d]eath,

we

eat

j al 1] a] pleno
plo pplers

in

the

flacle

of

d]eath,

we

d] rlin k]
c] rlaf]t
beer

with

i dJioti c]
tlange rline
a flter t] a] s]tes
in

the

f] a] cle

of

d]eath.
It’s,
f] rlan k] 1] yl,
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olnl] y]

the

h olme lles]s
of

ou r]

e rja

wh 0]

t r]u]l 1]yl
rle clog nlize
the

ills

of

the

p rlivate
s]phere—° bly
exami nJing
the

njature

of

slen sliblle
th]ings,
th]ese

pleo plle
have

arrived

at

a

cJertain

cJon clept
of

God,

but

not

at

a

cJon cleption
trul vyl
worth y]

of

Him.

441



442



443



